
 

 

  

      News & Views 
First Lutheran Church 

April, 2026 

A Word from Our Pastor 

  A Ministry Alliance for West Allis 

 

 First Lutheran has been a part of an exciting new 
conversation with several other local churches and 
the City of West Allis’s Community Engagement 
Staff.  This conversation will help us understand how 
churches can work together to achieve goals and 
meet the needs and challenges of our community 
and neighborhoods.   
 This ecumenical effort has been working over 
the last few months on some of the initial projects 
that seem most important.  These initial efforts have 
brought congregational leadership together to ad-
dress and share information around how we are 
working to meet the issue of food insecurity and ris-
ing costs with food pantries and other food pro-
grams and distribution efforts.  This has resulted in a 
long sought after database of active food programs 
in the city, most of which are housed in churches.  
Through communicating together and understanding 
how each church is approaching the needs of the 
community we hope to find ways to better address 
the bigger problems of food insecurity, housing 
shortages and homelessness in our community.    
 It's an exciting conversation to be a part of as 
congregations choose collaboration over competi-
tion when it comes to addressing these needs to-
gether.  First Lutheran’s food pantry has been an im-
portant part of our congregation and our community 
since the 1970’s.  As we continue to work together 
with others we hope that more people can be 
“nourished by the generous love of Jesus”.                                                                                  

Maundy Thursday, 7pm   
at First Methodist 

 

Good Friday, 7pm at First Lutheran 

 

Easter Sunday, 10am at First Lutheran 
 

Join Us For Worship! 
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Service Saturday 

On Saturday, March 21st, we held Service 
Saturday with members and friends volun-
teering.  We received and sorted food 
from the Boy Scouts food drive, and the 
quilters held their 10th Annual Quilting 
Bee where they tied quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief. 



 

 
 

 3 

 

 

                                                                     

 
 
 
 
 

                               

 

 
 
 

 

For the donations to our  
food pantry from: 

 

Festival Foods, Feeding America, Aggie's Bakery & 
Cake Shop, St. Luke's Lutheran Church, First United 
Methodist Church, Gary ’the bread man’ and espe-

cially the Boy Scouts of America for the  

1,786 lbs. of food  
donated on March 21st!! 

My Experience With Lay Ministry 

 

 I was excited but nervous 
the first day of my lay ministry 
program.  Although we came 
from diverse backgrounds – 
and wanted to serve in various 
ministries in the church – we 
were all there because we 
wanted to serve God and His people in a 
more intentional, directed way.  For me, my 
experience as a hospice volunteer had been 
impactful, and an aspect of ministry that was 
precious to me. 
 That day was the beginning of four years 
of study.  Under the guidance of our pastor 
mentors and college professors, we studied 
many subjects.  Scripture, history and doc-
trine, worship, witnessing and teaching, and 
ministries of care and comfort were topics 
that allowed us to explore the foundations of 
ministry.   As we approached the conclusion 
of our studies, each of us had an internship, 
final written and oral exams,  and finally … we 
were done! 
 My internship was in a congregation, 
where I continued to serve, and I was able to 
combine that with volunteering in Chaplaincy 
at a nursing home.  One of my friends in min-
istry reflects on the subtle and unexpected 
ways the Holy Spirit guides us to serve in 
ways that we may not immediately see.  
When my volunteer work was suspended due 
to the closures caused by the pandemic, 
Gayle invited me to come to Bible class with 
her here at First.  The Holy Spirit had guided 
me to a new church home and membership 
at First. 
 I am so grateful to have had the oppor-
tunity to study lay ministry.  I am especially 
thankful for the pastors who shared their 
knowledge and insights with us.  I am glad 
that they taught us to trust the Holy Spirit, 
and be open to where He leads each of us to 
go.  The Holy Spirit who guided the early 
church continues to guide us to use our hands 
and hearts to do God’s work  in the world. 

Invitation to Holy Week  
Worship 

 

Our congregation will be hosted for 
Maundy Thursday at First United 
Methodist Church just one block 
west of First Lutheran.  I hope you 
will take the time to participate in 
this service with our neighbors down 
the street.  We will begin with a 
shared meal and prayer practice of Dayenu at 6pm, fol-
lowed by a Tenebrae worship service pairing readings 
from the Gospel of John and the extinguishing of can-
dles. 
 If you have never experienced a prayer walk using a 
labyrinth First Methodist converts their fellowship hall 
into a labyrinth and you are invited to have a prayer 
walk any time between 9AM and 9PM on Thursday. 
 We will host our friends from First United Methodist 
on Good Friday and use the Gospel of Matthew’s Passion 
Narrative as a guide for our service.  It will be a service 
of prayer, song and meditation around the gospel story 
with special music from our church musicians and soloist 
Stuart Mitchell. 
 On Easter Sunday we hope you can join us to cele-
brate the resurrection of Jesus as part of our Easter Ser-
vice at 10AM.  Invite friends, families and neighbors to 
experience the good news of Jesus and the empty tomb!  
Let this good news resound and echo into our homes 
and communities a we shout, “Alleluia, Jesus is Risen.  
He is Risen indeed!                                  Pastor Josh 
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Did You Know…. 

that we have two special prayer 
ministries… Our Prayer Shawls, 
blessed in church and available after 
church or in the office, and our Prayer Chain, made 
up of dedicated volunteers who pass on prayer re-
quests after praying for those in need.  Contact the 
office for more information on either ministry. 

            OPERATION  
   CHRISTMAS STOCKING 
 

Operation Christmas Stocking 
is a year-round project that 

was started in 1979. The past several years we 
have concentrated on providing gift bags to 
Serenity Inns and the men and women who 
attend the Food Pantry. 
 

If you like to knit please consider knitting 
scarves to be paired with winter hats and 
gloves. 

 

We can always use Christmas mugs, men's/
women's deodorant, men's shaving cream, and 
hygiene products. 
 

Thank you to the congregation and community 
members for supporting this project. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Co/Chairs Colleen Siarnicki/Greta Plicka 

Yes, I Can! 

 

I cannot end poverty, but I can feed one hungry person.  
I cannot stop war, but I can offer peace to my neighbor.  
I cannot prevent death, but I can hold the hand of some-
one who is dying. 

 

These may seem like small acts, yet they are far harder—
and far more meaningful—than any grand plan for social 
change. Christ reminds us of their worth: “Whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did 
for me” 

Quilting Ministry News 
 The next quilter we are highlighting 
who designed the “quilt of the month” 
that is displayed on the balcony in church 
is Jackie Bayer. She said the quilt has a 
little back story to it, so let’s hear what 
that’s about. 
 On a visit to Walmart ‘s fabric area, another quilter, 
Sue Grode, struck up a conversation with a woman who 
also quilted and said she liked making the tops but not 
assembling them. Susie told her about our quilting minis-
try and the woman offered them to us, later dropping 
them off at church. Jackie picked out the lovely center 
piece panel and went to work completing the quilt. Not 
able to find the right patterns & colors in our bins, Jackie 
went to Hobby Lobby for the perfect coordinating fabric. 
The back of the quilt is from a duvet cover Jackie found at 
Goodwill. The result is a beautiful pastel quilt. 
 Make sure to check out Jackie's quilt in church the 
Sunday after Easter, and as always, you can support this 
important mission by donating to the Quilting Fund, or 
donating clean, washed cotton sheets that you no longer 
need, both solids and patterns are all used.  You can see 
Jackie and her quilt on p. 7. 

There’s Something Better Coming 

 

The Easter season is a precious time for Christians to 
celebrate the source of our hope: Christ is risen, and 
he invites us to rise with him into new life. Easter 
reminds  us  that  God  is  still  at  work,  even  in the  
places where we’ve felt stuck or discouraged. 
• Easter is an invitation to try again—with his 

strength—to break habits we thought were un-
breakable. There’s something better coming. 

• Easter is a chance to breathe new life into a 
marriage we feared was beyond saving. There’s 
something better coming. 

• Easter is an opportunity to slow down, reach 
out, and reconnect with those we’ve uninten-
tionally neglected. There’s something better 
coming. 

• Easter is an invitation to look at our lack of love 
and seek God for compassion. There’s some-
thing better coming. 

• Easter is a chance for all no-hopers to regain 
their vision of what can be! There’s something 
better coming. 

• Easter is an opportunity to renew our faith. 
There’s something better coming.  

• Easter is a chance to “renew our strength and 
mount up with wings as eagles; to run and not 
faint.” There’s something better coming. 
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Actions of the Church Council  
March 15, 2026 

 

• Plans for Lenten observances were reviewed: 
 - Maundy Thursday worship at First Methodist. 
 - Good Friday worship at First Lutheran hosting  
 - First Methodist. 
 - Easter Sunday at First Lutheran 
• Council was updated on the search for an Administra-

tive Assistant to replace Barb Reed. 
• Council was updated on upcoming events including 

Adventures in Renewal meeting and work with Faith-
Based Alliance in reviewing area food pantries. 

• Treasurer’s report included $14,000 from the Endow-
ment Fund to help meet operating expenses, and  
$3000 from Feeding America to help cover expenses 
incurred in replacing carpet flooded in the basement.   

• Committee assignments made: 
 Property: Former council member Colleen Siarnicki 
 will continue in the role of liaison to the property 
 committee, and continue overseeing contract work- 
 ers like the cleaners and snow removers. 
 Worship and Music: Pastor Josh and Laurel Privatt 
 Endowment: Donna Schwarz and Deb Johnson.  
 Evangelism:  Joy Dowd and Cathy Kazmierski. 
 Media Team: Pastor 
 Christian Education/Children’s Ministry:  Linda 
 Newton 
 Social Ministry:  Deb Johnson. 
 Stewardship:  Gayle Falk  
 Liaison to Adventures in Renewal: Cathy Kazmierski 
• Discussed offer by Gary Hanson to donate a grand 

piano.  Council referred consideration to Executive 
Committee to examine measurements and plans to 
see if the piano would work in the area available. 

 

Next meeting: April 19 
 

Food Pantry 
News 

 

On Saturday, March  21st, First Lutheran 
Church participated in the Boy Scout 
annual food drive. The food is usually 
delivered around 12:00 to the church 
where volunteers are available to un-
pack, sort and stock the pantry shelves. 
Thank you to the Boy Scouts and the 
volunteers that helped with this event. 
 

At the end of March Mike Plicka deliv-
ered Starbucks mugs filled with Star-
bucks hot chocolate packets, jelly bean 
carrots, candy and a small box of Russell 
Stover Assorted candy to Aggie's Bakery 
& Cake Shop, as well as to the Festival 
Foods dock attendant and workers in 
the bakery, deli and produce depart-
ments.  Mugs were also given out to our 
Food Pantry volunteers including those 
that deliver bakery every week.  We ap-
preciate all the donations and time that 
you give to make the First Lutheran 
Church Food Pantry a success. 
 

The Food Pantry is open every  
Friday from 9:30 to 11:15.   

Come Visit! 

Save Your Purses!  If f you’re Spring cleaning, don’t get rid of purses that 
you’re no longer using.  The American Legion Todd Post is collecting new 
or used purses (in excellent condition) to fill with things such as tissues, 
lip gloss or other items we have in our own purses.  They will be distrib-
uted to women veterans in need.  If you have any purses to donate, you 

can bring them to the church office or give them to Greta Plicka.  Thank you! 
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This ‘n That  Around Here  

 

 

According to Matthew’s account, 
something remarkable happened 
to the earth on the day Jesus 
was crucified and again on the 

morning when Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary visited the tomb. What occurred on 
both days? 
 

A.  There was a flood on both   
       days. 
A.  There was an earthquake on  
 both days. 
C. There was a huge fire on 
 each day. 
D. There was complete darkness  
 on both days. 

 

Answer: Matthew 27:51; Matthew 28:2 

 

As a  community we pray for  
those with immediate needs of 
healing and strength:   
 

Michael Bayer, Joan Caulfield, Ed Erickson, Sheri 
Jrolf, Jesse Rofriz, Lora Sackett, Michael Smith, 
Audrey Wiefelspuetz, Kirsten and Don Winski, Am-
ber, Mickey, Jessica, Anna, and Kris  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Birthdays 

 

4/6 - Kevin Lone 
4/9 - Janell Cyrus 

4/13 - Sandy Wymelenberg 
4/14 - Sheri Newell 
4/15 - John Mundt 

4/22 - LaVerne Williams 
4/29 - Colleen Siarnicki 

4/30 - Cooper 

 

Anniversaries 

 

4/27 - Werner & Jackie Bayer - 69 yrs. 

 

Faith and Discipleship   
Tuesdays at 10am 
 

If you are interested in growing in faith 
and learning more about Jesus and the disciples, we 
invite you to join us for a "Time for Prayer, Scripture 
and Discipleship" at 10am on Tuesday mornings. In 
March, we will go deep into the scriptures and his-
tory that connect with the Series "The Chosen" as 
we watch its fifth season together.  Not only do we 
watch a stunning visual retelling of the gospel, we 
also have a group of our own 21st Century disciples 
that gather to learn more through questions and 
conversation.  There is a seat for you here!  Come 
and see! 

 

Mexican Chicken 
Corn Chowder by Deb 
 
 

1 1/2 lbs. boneless, skinless chick. breasts 
1/2 C chopped onion 
1-2 garlic cloves, minced 
3 Tbsp. butter or margarine 
2 chicken bouillion cubes 
1 C hot water 
1/2 to 1 tsp. ground cumin 
2 C half and half cream 
2 C (8 oz.) shredded Monterrey Jack cheese 
1 can (16 oz.) cream-style corn 
1 can (8 oz.) whole kernel corn 
1 can (4 oz.) chopped green chilis, undrained 
1/4 to 1 tsp. hot pepper sauce 
 
Cut chicken into bite-size pieces.  In a Dutch oven, 
brown chicken, onion and garlic in butter until chicken 
is no longer pink.  Dissolve the bouillion in hot water.  
Add to pan along with cumin; bring to a boil.  Reduce 
heat; cover and simmer for 5 min.  Add cream, 
cheese, corn, chilis and hot pepper sauce.  Cook and 
stir over low heat until the cheese is melted.  Serve 
immediately; garnish with cilantro if desired.   
Makes 2 quarts. West Allis Players presents:  

Prescription Murder 

Step into Colombo’s first case! 

 

Directed by Pat & Bill Kaiser from Mt. Hope 
April 17, 18, 24, 25 at 7:30 pm 

April 19, 26 at 2pm 
Liberace Auditorium, 51st & Greenfield Ave. 



 

 
     

 

 

 

“We must cherish one another, watch over one 
another, comfort one another, and gain instruc-
tion that we may all sit down in heaven together.”  
― Lucy Mack Smith 
 
Jackie (R) created a quilt for Lutheran World Relief. 
Greta created gifts for those who help our Food Pantry  
    (below L) 
Our members enjoy fellowship over lunch (below R) 
Three generations of Bayer women work together for Lutheran 
    World Relief (bottom L) 
Linda and Matt enjoy family fellowship on vacation (bottom R) 
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First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
7400 W. Lapham St. 

West Allis, WI   
E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 

 Phone: 414-476-4664     
 

Worship With Us: 
Sundays at 10 a.m. 

 

Ask about our children’s classes 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 
 

Food Pantry Hours: 
Fridays, 9:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday, 4/2 
Worship at First United Methodist 

at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Good Friday, 4/3 
Worship at First Lutheran, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday 
Worship at First Lutheran, 10:00 a.m. 


