
 

 

  

      News & Views 
      First Lutheran Church 

March, 2026 

A Word from Our Pastor 
                                               …….about the new council! 

 

First’s 101st council will be installed this Sunday, March 1st.  It is a 
solid group with experience and wisdom.  We have handled a lot of 
issues together in previous years and are looking forward to what is 
to come.  We are still planning to appoint one new member to this 
group as well. 

 

Several newer members have stepped up and joined council after 
an initial year volunteering as new members at First.  We are grate-
ful for their interest and willingness to get involved and help lead, 
bringing new perspectives and gifts to the group.  I wanted to high-
light two in particular that have stepped into leadership roles.  
Cathy Kazmierski and Laurel Privatt serve as President and Secretary 
on this new council.   
 

Meet Cathy Kazmierski (Council President) 

They say you shouldn’t go into meetings that you 
don’t know the outcome of, but in churches there is 
a lot of dependence on the Holy Spirit to fill our 
gaps and show us the way.  Some meetings there is 
more room for the Holy Spirit than others!  Every 
year the first council meeting comes with an election of officers.  

  

This year our small but mighty council was blessed by the courage 
of its newest member stepping into a leadership position as council 
president.  We are also grateful for former council president Gayle 
Falk, serving as her Vice President to help Cathy learn more and live 
into this role and for the consistency of Deb Johnson as our Treasur-
er.   

 

I thought it would be a good idea for the congregation to learn 
more about Cathy.  I have been blessed by knowing Cathy and ap-
preciate her interest in the church organization and willingness to 
serve in a variety of ways.  Cathy is someone who I know is respon-
sible and cares for others in her life away from church and at church 
I see her often engaging in conversation and learning more about 
people.                                                                                                   Continued on p. 3 

LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICE 
MARCH 11, 4:00 p.m.  

followed by a soup supper   
All are welcome! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Come to our quilting bee! 

 

Sat., March 21st 
9:30 a.m. - ? 

 

Assemble & tie quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief 

 

A light lunch will be  
provided. 

Call the church for more info! 
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Barb’s Retirement Party 
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Continued from p.1 
 

Cathy joined First Lutheran two years ago.  She learned about First from relatives that were attending 
and also became members.  Cathy spent a couple years visiting other churches before that,  “I experi-
enced kind and welcoming people at First. There’s nothing worse than walking in a church and no one 
talks to you.”   

 

Cathy grew up in West Allis since the age of six and has spent most of her life in this community.  
“People sometimes put West Allis down, but I have found it to be a great place to live and work and be 
in the community.”  Cathy went to Holy Assumption and West Allis Central at the newer campus and 
loved her time there.  She has worked as a receptionist and as a caregiver.  At First, Cathy started vol-
unteering at events like God’s Work Our Hands Sundays and as a greeter and usher.  She has also 
helped prepare communion.   In 2025, she joined the Adventures in Renewal Team.   The Dwelling in 
the Word experience helped her experience Scripture in a new way, and she is now “very excited” that 
the team is helping First connect with the community around us. 
She likes reading and taking walks and little hiking trails in city parks in the summer.  Cathy spends a lot 
of time with her granddaughter Aubrey and tries to keep up with her, even on a treadmill when they go 
to the gym! 

 

She’s honored to be chosen as council president and looking forward to fulfilling her duties.  “I’m learn-
ing as I go in terms of how the church works and my role, so I appreciate conversing with church mem-
bers about what they value about First and their stories.” 

 

Laurel Privatt (Council Secretary) 

Laurel is in her second year as secretary and has done a wonderful job.  You may know 
her from her children’s sermons and singing and playing violin during our worship ser-
vices.  Laurel also has been an important part of the Worship and Music Team and 
helped plan our Lenten Series and prayer practices.   

 

Laurel has many gifts and leadership that we appreciate here at First.  In a previous 
church, she he was a part of a four-year lay-leadership course. Next month we will hear 
more about what that experience was like for Laurel and how it shapes her leadership 
here at First.  It is theological and ministry training for non-clergy similar to our synod’s Diakonia pro-
gram. 
 

We are grateful for Cathy and Laurel’s  calls to these positions.  Please pray for them and the other 
leaders on council this year.  –Pastor Josh 

 

 

   From Our Pastor                                         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I cannot thank you and Laurel 
and your assistant (Marie) for 
coming and serving our residents 
with such a wonderful Ash 
Wednesday service. I cannot tell 
you how many people compli-
mented you and said , and I 
quote, “He was so inspiring.” I 
am so thankful that they all 
came and were able to have a 
wonderful service from you.  
 

Julie Shandley, Library Square 

Fasting and feasting 

 

During Lent, consider this practical (and biblical) advice 
from Arthur Lichtenberger, a former presiding bishop of 
the Episcopal Church: 

 

• Fast from criticism, and feast on praise. 
• Fast from self-pity, and feast on joy. 
• Fast from ill-temper, and feast on peace. 
• Fast from resentment, and feast on contentment. 
• Fast from jealousy, and feast on love. 
• Fast from pride, and feast on humility. 
• Fast from selfishness, and feast on service. 
• Fast from fear, and feast on faith. 
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For the donations to our  
food pantry from: 

 

Festival Foods 
Feeding America  

Aggie's Bakery & Cake Shop   
St. Luke's Lutheran Church  

First United Methodist Church 
Gary ’the bread man’ Fochs 

and YOU! 
 

Did You Know…. 

that we have two special 
prayer ministries… Our Prayer 
Shawls, blessed in church and 
available after church or in the office, and our 
Prayer Chain, made up of dedicated volunteers 
who pass on prayer requests after praying for 
those in need.  Contact the office for more infor-
mation on either ministry. 

 Quilting Ministry News 

 

In talking with the next Sew & Sew 
quilter who designed the “quilt of 
the month”, Terry Burns, she said 
she looked at all of the scrap fabric from our 
quilting room bins and settled on various 
greens.  She used cream and white fabric as 
accent pieces.  She put a lot of thought into 
the layout, she said, arranging and rearrang-
ing the various pieces just so to create a well-
designed pattern. The result is a fun and lively 
quilt. Make sure to check out Terry's quilt dis-
played on the balcony in church and on p. 7.  
As always, you can support this important 
mission by donating to the Quilting Fund, or 
donating clean, washed cotton sheets that 
you no longer need, both solids and patterns 
are used. Bring them to church on Sundays or 
drop them off at the church office.  

OPERATION  
CHRISTMAS  
STOCKING 
 
We appreciate all the  
donations we get from the congregation and 
community members for Operation Christmas 
Stocking.  We plan to hand out about 125 gift 
bags in 2026, so we can use your help.  
Throughout the year, please consider pur-
chasing: 
 
Men’s and women's socks, deodorant, winter 
mittens and gloves, toothbrushes, tooth-
paste, deodorant, men’s razors and shaving 
cream. Christmas mugs are always needed if 
you happen to see one at a thrift shop.    
 
Operation Christmas Stocking is a year-
round project that was started in 1979. The 
past several years we have concentrated on 
providing gift bags to Serenity Inns and the 
men and women who attend the Food Pantry. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Co/Chairs Colleen Siarnicki/Greta Plicka 

LUTHERDALE BIBLE CAMP  
FISH FRY 
 

Experience the perfect lakeside 
setting for a Friday night fish 
fry during Lent while enjoying a tasty  Wis-
consin fish fry.  Chicken is available upon 
request.  Adults $18 Children (10 & Under) 
$10 Sales tax and gratuity included in price 
of meal ticket.  
Lutherdale is located at:  
N7891 US Hwy 12 in Elkhorn.   
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Actions of the Church Council  
February 15, 2026 

 

• Council adopted a proposed change to the new constitu-
tion awaiting congregational vote in March: 

      * C.H.03  “no elected officer, with the exception of 
  the treasurer, shall be eligible to serve more than 
  two consecutive terms in the same office. The  
  treasurer may be elected or appointed to additional 
  consecutive terms. 
 

• Plans for Lenten observances were reviewed. 
• Council reviewed major actions of 2025, including 100th 

Anniversary celebrations, adoption of child safety policy, 
response to August flooding, and participation in Adven-
tures in Renewal. 

• January donations were lower than budget expectations 
due to frigid weather, lower church attendance and can-
celled services.  Treasurer Deb Johnson expressed con-
cern over meeting monthly expenses. Council moved 
that an amount up to $5000 be transferred from the 
scholarship fund to the operating budget to meet the 
immediate need.    

• New officers were elected: 
  President: Cathy Kazmierski 
  Vice President: Gayle Falk 
  Secretary: Laurel Privatt 
  Treasurer: Deb Johnson is beginning the second  
  year of a two year term. 
 

Next meeting: March 15 

A Christian is the keyhole through which other folks see God.—Robert E. Gibson 

January and February have been busy months for the Food Pantry. 
The average attendance every Friday has been about 60 clients. 
We had 25 people show up on that Friday where the wind chill was 
minus 40 degrees. Thank you to all of our Food Pantry volunteers 
who braved the cold weather to help out.  Volunteers are needed 
to help out on Fridays from 9:30 to 11:30. The first hour is usually 
the busiest with about 20 to 25 people already waiting in line. Our 

biggest need is people who can help carry bags up the stairs and take boxes up stairs 
at 11:30 to be delivered to Sunrise Senior Apartments.  If anyone is able to help out 
for an hour or two on Fridays talk to Mike Plicka or John Hrovat. 

A Word of Thanks…   
 
I am so grateful to everyone at 
First Lutheran for the wonder-
ful reception on Feb. 22nd.  
Seeing so many of you there 
meant the world to me.   
 

First Lutheran, as everyone at my home 
church knows, is my “other church”.  Over 
the years I’ve grown to care for you all and 
have appreciated all of the kindness you’ve 
shown me.  You’ve seen me through illness-
es in the family, the death of my father and 
my own health issues, and you rejoiced with 
me as my grandsons were born.   
 

I’ve grown close to so many people, and 
have lost some of them.  During my time 
here, I’ve seen a lot of big challenges as 
well as some wonderful moments.   
 

I’ve seen First Lutheran raise money for a 
street project, a chair lift and an outstand-
ing 100th anniversary year, and you’ve 
welcomed three pastors during my time 
here.  
 

I hope you will continue to reach out to 
each other and the community and share 
the love of God with those you meet.  Be 
grateful for the church family you have and 
for the gift of Pastor Josh that you’ve been 
blessed with.   
 

Thank you for 16 1/2 wonderful years to-
gether.  It’s been one of the greatest bless-
ings of my life. 
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This ‘n That  Around Here  

 

In Bible times, shepherds 
spent most of their days 
with their sheep—guiding 
them to food and water 
and guarding them from 
danger. When a sheep was 

injured, the shepherd treated the wound 
with a special liquid. What was it? 

 

 A. Water 
 B. Honey 
 C. A salt solution 
 D. Olive oil 

 

Answer: See Psalm 23:5 

 

As a  community we pray for  
those with immediate needs of 
healing and strength:   
 

Joan Caulfield, Ed Erickson, Sheri Jrolf, Lora Sack-
ett, Marion Schreiber, Michael Smith, Kirsten and 
Don Winski, Amber, Mickey, Rena B., Sonja, Jessi-
ca, Anna, and Kris  
 

 

 
 
 

Birthdays 

 

3/4 - Dave Grulke 
3/7 - Zarina Lucas 
3/9 - Tina Kremers 
3/11 - Joyce Favre 

3/21 - Sheila Judkins 
3/22 - Becky Henschel 
3/28 - Sam Marquez 

 

Anniversaries 

 

3/2 - Joshua & Sarah Carter-Graber - 5 yrs. 
3/24 - Lori & Joel Marquez - 19 yrs.  

 

Faith and Discipleship   
Tuesdays at 10am 
 

If you are interested in growing in faith 
and learning more about Jesus and the disciples, we 
invite you to join us for a "Time for Prayer, Scripture 
and Discipleship" at 10am on Tuesday mornings. In 
March, we will go deep into the scriptures and his-
tory that connect with the Series "The Chosen" as 
we watch its fifth season together.  Not only do we 
watch a stunning visual retelling of the gospel, we 
also have a group of our own 21st Century disciples 
that gather to learn more through questions and 
conversation.  There is a seat for you here!  Come 
and see! 

Monk’s Hush Puppies 
 
1 (2lb) bag yellow corn meal 
1 C flour 
1 med. onion, finely chopped 
1 egg 
1 can of beer 
1 can creamed corn (optional) 
Jalapeno peppers chopped to taste 
   (optional) 
Black pepper to taste 
Vegetable oil 
 
Mix all ingredients.  Drop by teaspoonfuls 
into hot oil.  Fry until floating on the oil and 
golden brown.  If you are deep frying fish, 
cook them with the fish.  The flavor is won-
derful.  This makes a huge recipe. 

Super Service Saturday! March 21 
 
• Scouting for Food - Help in the 

Food Pantry 
 

• Quilting Bee - Tie Quilts for 
    Lutheran World Relief 



 

 
     

 

 

 

Deb and Terry (above) both model tops they 
made.  Joy’s granddaughter Bailey (R) per-
formed in Cinderella at New Berlin West. 

Terry shows the quilt she made (top R).  Matt 
and Amber (L) attended The Tim Tebow Prom.  
Sam played another season of hockey (R) 
Eli decorated valentine cookies (below). 

Nancy had wonderful looking French 
toast at the Lutheran Ladies Lunch. 

Our 40 days of prayer for Lent included choosing 
an Ebenezer to hold while praying, either a cross 
or rock (below L).  Teddy is a cute valentine!   
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If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
7400 W. Lapham St. 

West Allis, WI   
E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 

 Phone: 414-476-4664     
 

Worship With Us: 
Sundays at 10 a.m. 

 

Ask about our children’s classes 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 
 

Food Pantry Hours: 
Fridays, 9:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 


