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January, 2026 

A Word from Our Pastor 
New Beginnings 2026 

 

“Behold I am doing a new thing, now it springs forth do you not 
perceive it?” Isaiah 43: 19 

 

We have often talked about New Beginnings this time of year as 
we begin a new year together.  Our New Beginnings Sunday Wor-
ship on Jan. 4th at will be tied to our Adventures in Renewal Pray-
er Walk.  We’ll have a shortened service followed by an orienta-
tion at 10:45 with lunch before going out 2 by 2 into the neighbor-
hoods surrounding our church. 
 

Do you know the names of the neighborhoods surrounding First 
Lutheran?  First is located in City Center and borders Fairview Park 
to the north, Liberty Heights and East Allis to the east, Wood Dale 
to the south, Henderson Park and Conrad Gardens to the West 
and Honey Creek Settlement to the Southwest.  Is this news to 
you?  It may be for people who live in the neighborhoods too!  
However, these neighborhoods are gaining more of a sense of 
identity recently, including City Center.   
 

How we interact with the neighborhoods around First directly re-
lates to our reputation in the community and our sense of pur-
pose here.  Do people know we are here and would they miss us if 
we were gone? 
 

Adventures in Renewal teaches us that “God is active in the world 
(not just in church) and that “the church’s renewal is tied up with 
joining God in the world.   
 

As we go out 2 by 2 into these neighborhoods we go to watch, 
listen and pay attention to the people and culture around us, es-
pecially among those that don’t go to our church or maybe don’t 
go to church at all.  You can practice this type of adventure your-
self too, or with a companion  “Who lives/gathers here?  “Where  
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Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting 

Feb. 1, 2026 at 11 a.m. 
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Advent Candle Lighting (L) with the Pape family. 
Lib. Sq. donated hats and scarves (above).  Pastor 
Becky Erb-Strang led worship on 12/7 (top R) 

Coleen & Greta dis-
tributed gift bags to 
pantry clients (R). 
Quilters annual 
Christmas lunch (L) 

The wise men were ready to advance (above R), animals were present at the manger (R) 
and our Sunday School families all participated in “Was There a Sloth at the Manger?” 
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Often, a church will start to take on the 
personality of its pastor. In good cases, 
it brings out the best in the congregation
– making it more curious, inventive, or 
compassionate. In bad cases, it might 
become more rigid or less tolerant. 
 

The same, it seems, is true for the administrator. For more 
than 16 years, we have been blessed with Barb, who genu-
inely cares about others, works well with everyone, and 
remains cheerful and unflustered under all sorts of chal-
lenges and pressures. From disasters like the basement 
flooding to nuisances like late newsletter articles (mea cul-
pa, mea culpa..), Barb maintains a smile and kind word for 
everyone visiting the office or calling for help. 
 

Her duties range from running the office, maintaining 
church records, producing attractive publicity, assembling 
the annual report, producing weekly bulletins, ordering 
altar flowers to welcoming visitors and checking on home-
bound members. Through it all, she makes each person 
feel special and valued–sort of what as Christians we all 
should be striving for! 
 

Barb will be retiring in the next couple of months.  Like so 
many of us, Barb sees retirement as a chance to spend 
more time with husband and grandchildren. Lord knows 
she has given us so much time and energy throughout the 
years! Blessings to her as she starts a wonderful new phase 
of her life! 
 

                                                       Gayle Falk, Council President 

Continued from p.1 
 

could people meet and gather?  How do you see 
God’s presence and activity?  What activities are 
present now (in winter) and what activities might 
be happening in another season? 

 

I believe when we stay curious about the world 
around us, God will meet us in that curiosity.  It’s 
hard to do new things, but it is part of what God 
tells us to practice in order to experience the king-
dom in our lives.  Connecting with the community 
around First Lutheran may be a great first step to-
ward many new beginnings this year! 

                                                                    --Pastor Josh 

   From Our Pastor                                         

To provide guidelines for cancelling 
church services, the Council adopted 

weather closings criteria from the 
West Allis West Milwaukee School  

District. 
 

While church leaders will make the  
final decision in each instance, triggers 

for closing will include: 
 Hazardous travel conditions 

   Significant snowfall 
   Windchill of -15 degrees or lower 

 

Watch for an email from church in case 
of bad weather. 
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Operation Christmas  
            Stocking  
 
On Friday December 12th we handed out 

90 gift bags to the men, women and  
children that come to First Lutheran's 
Food Pantry.  The quilters packed and  
delivered 41 gift bags and Christmas 

mugs to the men at Serenity Inn.   
Thank you to all the people who donated 

items that helped us fill all the  
Christmas gift bags this year.   

 
             Greta Plicka/Colleen Siarnicki 
 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
We hope you had a chance 
to see our intergeneration-
al Sunday school program 
“Was There a Sloth at the 
Manger?”  It was great! 
Sunday school will continue 
after the holidays with the 
Taste and see that the 
Lord is good program. 

When we complete the year we will have an 
ice cream party. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Reports are 
due no later than 

Jan. 15th! 

CAN YOU HELP? 
 

One of our members who is no 
longer able to drive needs help 
getting to a weekly appointment.  
If you’d be able to help out, give 
Barb a call in the office and she’ll 
give you the details.   

Step Up In 
The New Year 

 

We know we’re always asking for 
volunteers to sign up for EVERY-
THING!  As active members, it’s 
everyone’s responsibility to take 
part in the life of the church in 

some way.  There has to be some 
way, however small, that you can 
contribute, even from home.  Sign 

up for the eternal light, join the 
prayer chain, usher, read, refill 
visitor cards in the pews, water 
plants, donate treats for Coffee 

And… 
 

Think about what you can do!  
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Food Pantry Needs 
 

 We would appreciate  
donations of jelly.  

 

Volunteers are needed to help 
during the food pantry hours from 
9:30 to 11:15. The first hour is usu-
ally the busiest with about 20 to 
25 people already in line waiting to 
be served.  

Actions of the Church Council  
December 21, 2025 

 

• Council discussed things to celebrate, including 
sharing prayer shawls and cookies with home-
bound members, the Quilter’s Christmas lunch-
eon, and the children’s Christmas program. 

• Council discussed ongoing projects, including 
replacing the administrator and AiR community 
walks on January 4. 

• Council discussed finding a speaker for an Ac-
tive Shooter presentation in church. 

• Council discussed bringing defibrillator training 
up to date. 

• Council treasurer presented monthly report. 
• Council authorized an annual bonus for the ad-

ministrator. 
• Nominating committee membership was dis-

cussed. 
• Becky Henschel’s resignation from the council 

was accepted. 
• Installation of carpet in the basement is con-

firmed for January 5,6 and 7. 
• Options for Lenten observances were dis-

cussed at length. 
• The Food Pantry continues to serve large num-

bers of clients. 
• Council discussed the possibility of fund rais-

ing. 
• Replacement of the Christmas tree was dis-

cussed . 
• Council adopted schedule to guide weather 

related closures when wind chill factors are -15 
degrees F or below, when substantial snow has 
fallen, or when ice, snow or cold result in 
warnings of hazardous travel. 

• Plans were put into process for the Annual 
Meeting on February 1, 2026. 

• A contract has been signed for snow removal. 
• Additional work will be required to bring the 

new constitution up to new synod standards. 

The Foundation of Our Faith 
 
 Jesus’ resurrection is the very foundation 
of Christianity. If Christ had never been raised 
from the dead, we’d have no Christian faith. 
God’s power was at work in Christ’s death and 
resurrection. “It was on the resurrection fact 
that the church was built,” said New Testa-
ment scholar James Stewart. 
 Paul understood that the resurrection was 
the bedrock of our faith: “And if Christ has not 
been raised, then our preaching is in vain and 
your faith is in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14, 
ESV). He continued, “And if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in 
your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17, ESV). 
 The resurrection proves that Jesus is Lord 
and Savior. Its authenticity means that by faith 
in Christ, we are reconciled with God. 
 Billy Graham said the risen Christ is the 
bridge between us and God: “One of Christ’s 
hands holds the hand of God; his other hand 
holds ours.” 
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This ‘n That  Around Here  

 

 

Fill in the blank to com-
plete this verse from 2 
Corinthians: 
“Therefore, if anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new 

______. The old has passed away;  
behold, the new has come.”  

 

A. Creation            
B. Beginning 
C. Season 
D. Covenant 

  
Answer: See 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

As a  community we pray for  
those with immediate needs of 
healing and strength:   
 

Joan Caulfield, Marty Duke, Ed Erickson, Sheri 
Jrolf, Lora Sackett, Michael Smith, Kirsten and Don 
Winski, Amber, Mickey, Rena B., Sonja, Jessica, 
Anna, and Kris  
 

 

Birthdays 

 

1/6 - Steve Johnson 
1/8 - John Katrichis 
1/11 - Carla Ullerich 
1/12 - Eric Kremers 

1/12 - Maria Sanchez 
1/13 - Ruby Newell 

1/25 - Leleane Santiago 
 

Anniversaries 

 

1/14 - Wayne & Lucy Wagner - 65 yrs. 
 

 

Faith and  
Discipleship in Jan. 
Tuesdays at 10am 
 

If you are interested in growing in faith and learn-
ing more about Jesus and the disciples, we invite 
you to join us for a "Time for Prayer, Scripture 
and Discipleship" at 10am on Tuesday mornings. 
In January, we will go deep into the scriptures 
and history that connect with the Series "The 
Chosen" as we watch its fifth season togeth-
er.  Not only do we watch a stunning visual retell-
ing of the gospel, we also have a group of our 
own 21st Century disciples that gather to learn 
more through questions and conversation.  There 
is a seat for you here!  Come and see! 

  Remember to like and follow First 
             Lutheran on Facebook.   

 

Cocoa Cream Pie 
 
1 6-oz. pkg. crumb crust or 
   1 baked 8” pastry shell cooled 
3/4 C sugar 
1/4 C Hershey’s Cocoa 
3 Tbsp. cornstarch 
1/4 tsp. salt 
2 C milk 
2 egg yolks, beaten 
1 Tbsp. butter 
1 tsp. vanilla 
Strawberries, halved (optional) 
 
Stir together sugar, cocoa, corn starch and 
salt in medium saucepan.  Gradually stir in 
milk.  Cook over medium heat, stirring con-
stantly until mixture is thickened and bubbly.  
Boil one minute, remove from heat.  Gradually 
stirl about half of the hot filling into yolks.  
Return all to saucepan and heat to a gentle 
boil.  Cook and stir one minute.  Remove from 
heat. Stir in butter and vanilla.  Pour into 
crust.  Press plastic wrap  directly onto sur-
face.  Cool.  Refrigerate until set - about 4-6 
hours.  Garnish with whipped cream and 
strawberries if desired.  Cover and refriger-
ate leftovers.   

“If you live right each day, you will 
be neither afraid of tomorrow nor 
ashamed of yesterday.”  
                              —E. C. McKenzie 



 

 
     

 

 

What We’ve  

Been Doing! 

 

 Eli and Matt (L) made their annual gingerbread houses.  The Grulke family celebrated 
Christmas together (above).  Gayle, Laurel, Leah & their cousin Mary (below center).  

 

                                                                                              Deb & Steve’s son Alex and grandson  
                           Calvin in the hats Deb knit for them 
                (below).      

How many church workers 
does it take to change a sign? 
(above).   
Jerry & Gayle’s daughter-in- 
law, Courtney, directs the 
school band, and her sons Max 
and Elliott played at the con-
cert (R) Merry Christmas from Pastor Peterson and 

Lois! 
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If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
7400 W. Lapham St. 

West Allis, WI   
E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 

 Phone: 414-476-4664     
 

Worship With Us: 
Sundays at 10 a.m. 

 

Ask about our children’s classes 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 
 

Food Pantry Hours: 
Fridays, 9:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 


