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I visited First Lutheran Church for the 
first time in early 2020. I remember 
appreciating how the cool blue of the 
stained glass windows made the sanc-
tuary feel peaceful. None of us knew 
what was to come. It was just before 
the start of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
My memory of that service would be 
my only experience of worshipping at FLC for a while—but 
not my only experience of the welcoming community at FLC.  
 

Josh was considering a term call at the time, and I was excit-
ed to learn about where he might decide to serve. He had 
explained to me that the people in FLC were genuine, down 
to earth people. He told me about the focus on quilting and 
craft and on providing food to those in need. Most im-
portantly he felt that he could use his skills to make a mean-
ingful impact there.  
 

When Josh accepted this call, our whole family was invited 
in to that kind and authentic community.  As such, I mainly 
know the FLC community—and FLC mainly knows me—as 
Josh’s wife, and as Paul and Pearl’s mother. I love those 
roles, and FLC has supported me and my family in important 
ways over these past few years. FLC celebrated our marriage 
and helped us welcome baby Pearl—with receptions, beau-
tiful quilts, and open hearts. I have also had the pleasure of 
leading a design thinking workshop for Josh and the Mission 
Team, and working to support Josh in the wonderful mis-
sion, vison, and values framework he has been building with 

the congregation. 
 
 
             Continued p. 3                                

Wednesday morning worship is 
held at Luther Memorial, 2840 

S. 84th St., at 11:00 a.m.  
Wednesday evening worship 
services through march 20 

will be held at Mt. Hope  
Lutheran, 8633 W. Becher St., 

at 6:00 p.m., preceded by  
soup suppers at 5:00 p.m.  

each week.   
 

Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday worship will be held at 

First Lutheran at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, March 23rd, 

11:00 a.m. 

Guest Columnist: Pastor’s wife Sarah  



 

 

What We’re Doing…. 
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St. Valentine, portrayed by Pas-
tor Josh (L), visited us at our Val-
entine service on Feb. 7th. 
 
St. Luke’s in Greendale held a 
Souperbowl contest (R), using 
cans of soup to choose a winning 
team.  They donated 167 lbs. of 

At our Congregational Pot Luck in 
January, Joy, Don and Mike (R) posed 
for an end of December (27,28,29) 
birthday picture.   

 

Our Sunday School students learned 
about the leper (Eli, left) who was 
healed by Jesus (Karlie, below L).   

 

Eli and Matt had a great day at the 
Chicago Shedd Aquarium (below R) 

Pastor Josh and Pearl had a great time 
(along with Sarah and Paul) meeting his 
brother's family at a snow globe in the 
Racine Zoo (far right). 

 

Barb accepted a check for $463.50 (R) 
along with 153 lbs. of food from Friends of 
LaFollette Park, following their Empty 
Bowls fundraiser.   
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Tuesday  
Morning 
Bible Study 
 

At our Bible Study on March 5th we’ll  dis-
cuss the book Strength for the Struggle by 
local ELCA Pastor Joseph Ellwanger who 
was a white supporter of the Birmingham 
Campaign of the Civil Rights Movement.   
 

On March 12th we’ll attend the presenta-
tion and luncheon at Apostle Presbyterian 
Church. Beginning on March 19th, we’ll 
begin watching Season 4 of The Chosen.   
 

If you haven’t been a part of our study 
group in the past, you’re welcome to join 
us!  We meet at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside 
Room.  Come check it out! 

 

 

Council Actions Taken  
on February 18, 2024 

 

Election of new officers: 

 

President - Gayle Falk 
Vice President - Colleen Siarnicki 

Secretary - Marie LePage 
Treasurer - Deb Johnson 

Cont. from p. 1 

 
 

 

As many friends at FLC know, I am also a professor at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. A few members have 
even logged on to some of my online lectures! I teach 
undergraduate and graduate students about material 
culture and design. Material culture is the study of the 
material traces of the past. Some of my teaching in-
cludes the history of interiors and architecture, museum 
studies, and  
 

the history of childhood.  I also lead a research center 
dedicated to the study of textiles, design, and material 
culture. In this role I lead the creation of museum exhi-
bitions for our two galleries and steward a 13,000-object 
textile collection. As a professor, I give lectures and lead 
seminars, I research and write books,  and I curate muse-
um exhibitions. To prepare for this role I earned a PhD in 
American Studies—a field that combines history, litera-
ture, art history, and anthropology. I also worked for 
many years as a museum curator and research director 
at a private foundation in Milwaukee. One of my pro-
jects is still on view in the Milwaukee Art Museum.   
 

When I visit FLC I feel grateful for the warm and genuine 
community that continues to welcome our family and 
that values each of us for who we are and the gifts we 
bring. Those beautiful blue windows still offer me a 
sense of profound peace, like taking a deep breath. 
Thank you!  
                                                                        Sarah Carter 

From the Guest Columnist 

L to R:  Marie LePage, Colleen Siarnicki, Jesse Rofritz, Gary Hanson, 
Deb Johnson, Donna Schwartz, Gayle Falk, Pastor Josh Graber, 
Steve Oakland, Werner Bayer 
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We have seen an in-
crease in the number of 
people visiting our food 
pantry during the last 
few months. With the 
increase in the number of people requesting 
bags and the lack of food drives, our shelves 
are looking pretty empty.   
 

Due to policy changes at Feeding America we 
have to make an appointment to pick up food 
at their warehouse, which is now about once a 
month. There is also a limited amount of 
canned foods and cereal that are offered to 
our Food Pantry. We would appreciate dona-
tions of jelly, cereal, pasta, tuna, canned vege-
tables and soup.  

 

The Boy Scouts will hold their annual Food 
Drive on Saturday, March 16th. They will be 
dropping off food at First Lutheran from 10:00 
to 12:00. If you are interested in helping un-
load, weigh, sort and shelf food let Mike, John 
or the Church Office know.  

 

We continue to be grateful for the support we 
receive from Festival Foods, Feeding America, 
Aggies Bakery and Cake Shop. Sendik's Food 
Market on North Avenue and donations in cash 
or food from area schools, churches and organ-
izations, as well as members of our congrega-
tion.  We would not be able to operate without 
the help of our volunteers that pick up food, 
bread, and assist during our Friday operating 
hours.   

 

Members of the congregation are welcome to 
visit us on Friday mornings from 10:00-12:00.  

The Greatest Broccoli 
Cheese Soup in The 
History of the World 
 
1 lb. Broccoli 
8 oz. Old English cheese 
   (broken up) 
8 oz. Butter 
1 C Flour 
1 qt. Chicken Broth 
1 qt. Half & Half or Milk 
1 tsp. Salt 
1/4 tsp. Pepper 
 
Cut up broccoli and steam in microwave until 
tender in 1/2  cup of water.  Do not drain.  
Melt butter and add flour and cook 2-4 
minutes.  Add chicken broth and whisk until 
smooth.  Bring to boil.  Turn heat down and 
add broccoli, cheese, half & half, salt and 
pepper.  Heat, but DO NOT BOIL.   

Operation  
Christmas Stocking  

 
Operation Christmas Stocking is a 
project that we work on year round  
that provides gift bags for Serenity Inns, clients 
at First Lutheran’s Food Pantry and stockings 
filled with age appropriate items for our clients’ 
children and grandchildren.   
 

We collect stocking  items all year. Lists of need-
ed items are located on the welcome table in 
the narthex.  Donations can be dropped off in 
the Church Office. Keep a list with you for when-
ever you’re at the dollar store, or see a good 
sale. 
 

Sundays at 11 a.m. 
in the Fireside Room 

The butterfly symbolizes resurrection, 
Easter and the new life we have in 
Christ Jesus. As a caterpillar disappears 
into a chrysalis, so Jesus’ lifeless body 
was hidden in a tomb. The emergence 
of the butterfly, rising into the sky in its 
beautiful new body, reminds us of 
Christ’s resurrection — and ours.  
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A Word From Our President 
 

As the Church Council began another year, 
Werner Bayer stepped down as president 
after finishing two one-year terms.  During 
his terms, he and Pastor Josh led the church 
through a process to identify our new mis-
sion/ values/ and vision, with the help of 
the Mission Team and the support of the 
church council.  After the congregation 
adopted those values, they helped reorgan-
ize our committees and council to better 
live into the principles we claimed.  They 
accomplished these important actions while 
also overseeing church functions; forming 
close relationships with the synod, other 
churches and our community; updating the 
church property and furnishings; and grow-
ing membership and financial support. 
 

The work continues as we move forward.  
The Synod is providing a coach for a Mission 
Listening Team at First to reach out into the 
community. The Listening Team will help us 
define our social ministry outreach. Learn-
ing what is needed will be the first step, and 
supports the work of the Evangelism Team.  
That team will provide volunteers and pro-
duce publicity for our events.    All this is 
made possible by “finding the fit” of our 
members, and using their special talents to 
serve the church and each other. 
 

A new slate of officers will be addressing 
these efforts.  Colleen Siarnicki will serve as 
vice-president, Marie LePage will serve as 
secretary and Deb Johnson will continue as 
treasurer.  Long time church member Don-
na Schwartz also joined the Council this 
year. 

 

Thank you all for the hard work that has 
resulted in these new and exciting possibili-
ties!  First is amazing in all it has accom-
plished in a very short time.  We look for-
ward to many more achievements. 

 

Sincerely, 
Gayle Falk, Council President 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER! 
 

3/16 - Boy Scout Food Drive 
3/23 - Easter Egg Hunt! 
3/28 - Maundy Thursday 
3/29 - Good Friday 
3/31 - Easter Sunday 
4/20 - Becky & Mark’s Wedding! 
5/5 -   Cinco De Mayo 
5/19 - Pentecost Sunday - Think Geraniums! 

Hop On In! 
 

Community Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 
23, 11AM right here at First Lutheran. Kids will 
also enjoy pictures with the Easter bunny and a 
hot dog lunch!  Be sure to bring your children and 
grandchildren! (Hunt location will be inside or out-
side depending on the weather. Lunch served in 
Hammerling Hall.) 
 

There will be family pictures with the Easter bun-
ny, be sure to bring your camera! 
 

We still need donations of candy and plastic eggs!  
The donation box is by the “bunnies” in the nar-
thex.  Donations of juice boxes, chips, carrots and 
grapes are needed as well. See the food donation 
list in the narthex.  
 

Don’t forget to sign up to help. We need smiling 
faces to welcome families and a lot of excited 
kids! We also need kitchen helpers to set up and 
serve lunch, plus lots of helpers to help clean up!  
We expect the entire event to be over around 
1:30PM.  A sign up sheet is on the welcome desk.   

Last year we all had such a good time! 
 

Joy Dowd 

Spruce up and Clean up 

 

We will be meeting on Friday, March 22nd 
from 4-6pm to stuff any remaining eggs, 

stuff Easter bags, do a walk-through of the 
hunt and straighten up/clean up the church 
and Hammerling hall.  Everyone is welcome 

to help with that!   



 

 

 

Birthdays 
 

3/2 - Audrey Enloe 
3/4 - David Grulke 

3/9 - Christine Kremers 
3/11 - Joyce Favre 
3/22 - Becky Niedo 

3/27 - Dolores Hurst 
3/28 - Samuel Marquez 

 

Anniversaries 
 

3/2 - Josh Graber & Sarah Carter - 3 yrs. 
3/24 - Lori & Joel Marquez - 17 yrs. 
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As a  community 
we pray for those 
with immediate 
needs of  healing and strength:   
 

  Donna Behringer,  Jennifer Caras, David 
Frailey, Janet Kramer, Lavone Reis, Pr. Fred 
Thomas-Breitfeld, and Bob 

 

   The “Christ hymn” in Philippians  
                  2 proclaims that after Jesus  
                  humbled himself even to the 
point of death, God exalted him, and that 
eventually all will worship him. What two 
body parts are named as part of that wor-
ship?  
 

A. knee; tongue  
B. hands; feet  
C. arms; lips  
D. heart; mouth         

 

Answer: See Philippians 2:10-11 

This ‘n That  Around Here  

 

Don’t Forget! 
Remember to bring in your empty ink cartridges when 
you replace them.  We get reward money for them 
from Office Depot which really helps toward the pur-
chase of office supplies!  Just drop them off in the 
church office.  Thanks! 
 

Please check the sign-up sheets in the narthex: 
Altar Flowers, Eternal Light, Sunday Volunteers, etc! 
 

Remember to notify  the  church  office of any  address, 
phone or email  changes!   
  

Please  remember to notify the church office if you are 
ill or hospitalized so that we can offer prayer and sup-
port directly to you.  If  you  have  a  pastoral emergen-
cy during non-office hours (death in the family, hospi-
talization, etc.) contact Pastor Josh at (414)476-4664, 
ext. 2. 

Don’t forget to turn your 
clocks ahead one hour be-
fore going to bed on March 
9th! Might be a good idea to 
go to bed a little early! 

Lunch Bunch! 
Apostle Presbyterian Lunch Bunch is again inviting us to a 
program which will be held on Tues., March 12, at 10:00 
a.m., followed by lunch.  The program will be a slide show 
presentation covering the origins and life of the 1867 Mil-
waukee Soldiers Home/Zablocki VA Medical Center.  The 
cost is $10, payable at the door.  A sign-up sheet is on the 
welcome table in the narthex.  The deadline to sign up is 
Tuesday, March 5th. 

                   Easter Flowers 
 

Sign up now for flowers to decorate the church for 
Easter.  A sign-up sheet is in the narthex, or you can 
call the church office.  The deadline to sign up is 
March 20th. 
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A Blast from the Past - What Year Is It? 
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First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
7400 W. Lapham St. 

West Allis, WI   
E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 

 Phone: 414-476-4664     
 

 
Worship With Us: 

 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 
 

 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 
 

Food Pantry Hours: 
Fridays, 10 a.m. - Noon Easter Sunday worship will be held at 

10:00 a.m. on Easter morning.   
Join us! 


