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 For many years, we at First have approached Stewardship 
as something we focused on once a year.  Certainly, we encour-
aged people to share their time and talents throughout the 
year, but we talked about it in church during the October stew-
ardship campaign, when we reminded people that all that they 
had came originally from God. 
 The FLC Constitution has a broader understanding of Stew-
ardship that we are inviting members to live into:  “The purpose 
of this committee shall be to promote the expression of Chris-
tian faith in daily living, to teach the Christian use of money, to 
act as a conduit for dissemination of knowledge in the Congre-
gation’s local, national and worldwide ministries.”  
 Last December, as a church family, we celebrated Rejoice 
Sunday and shared our visions for the future of the church.  
Building on that spirit of celebration and joy, we are taking a 
new approach.  Seeing the whole year as a celebration of our 
church family, we are changing the emphasis to encourage gen-
erous giving of time and talent the whole year through.  First 
has added a Volunteer Coordinator to help  match the needs of 
our groups and committees with the talents of new and current 
members.  When we consider the number of events we have 
shared in the past year, there are certainly many opportunities 
to be part of the life of the church! 
 We want to assemble a collage of events we have celebrat-
ed this year, ranging from the Easter Egg hunt and Lenten soup 
suppers to calling a permanent pastor and updating the church 
interior.  Do you have pictures of First Communion, Thankful 
Thoughtful Thursday, Mary Pearl’s baby shower, or the trivia 
contest?  How about cleaning the church, the Good Friday ser-
vice, or Coffee and…?  Please send pictures of church celebra-
tions to Barb at the Church office for the Stewardship Com-
mittee-- and then watch for them in the newsletter or steward-
ship slideshows in church! 

                          August 2nd   

                              6:00 p.m. 

                               In the  

                            courtyard 
 

Bring your lawn chair, join us for 

worship and stay for refresh-

ments afterward.  Mt. Hope  

musicians will lead us in the 

Holden Evening Worship. 

Vacation Bible School was a hit!   
Pastor Josh leads prayer (above) before 

lunch.  See p. 2 & 3 for more pictures and 
information. 



 

 

Vacation Bible School! 
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Connect With Us 

“To experience genuine hu-
man love, to be part of a 
community of love is to ex-
perience the presence of 
God." 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

November Is Only 
3 Months Away!! 

 
Our Holiday Fair is coming soon!  
Mark your calendars for Nov. 11th.  
We’ll be looking for volunteers for 
the event.  Before long we’ll have 

flyers available for you to distribute.  
 

If you would like to donate an item for our raffle 
table please label it as a Vendor/Craft Fair dona-
tion and leave it in the church office.  Even if it is 
a small item, Colleen does a great job of creating 
beautiful raffle baskets that she will design with 
other items and gift cards.   

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

On August 20th First Lutheran will be 
worshiping at Mount Hope Lutheran 
Church at 9:30AM. First's Council will 
meet at 11AM in the Fireside Room. 
 

On Sunday, August 27th we will be cele-
brating our youngest member Teddy's 
baptism!  Please come to worship to show 
your love and support for Teddy and his 
parents, Erik and Tina Kremers. 
 

Be a part of a special Gathering and Cook-
out on September 10th.   Like our Rejoice 
Sunday last December all members and 
guests from the neighborhood will be in-
vited to think about new opportunities at 
First and consider ways we can use our 
personal gifts, time and talents as part of 
First Lutheran in the coming year. 
 

 

Wednesday,  August 23 
6:00 p.m. 

 

Are you interested in becoming a 
member at First Lutheran?  Join us 
for a meal and discussion in the 
Fireside Room on August 23rd.   
 

We will be welcoming new mem-
bers on Sunday, August 27th when 
we will also be baptizing Teddy 
Kremers. 

What Happened 
at Vacation Bible School? 
 
VBS was held on Saturday, July 
22nd, with 8 kids in attendance, and 
8 adult helpers.  The VBS theme 
this year was Art in the Bible, using art as a way to 
learn about God’s 7 days of creation (day 7 being the 
day that God rested).   We listened to the story of 
creation.  We were funded by donations and we 
used leftover supplies from years gone by to make 
beautiful unique posters that represented each 
day.  We learned a new song, made drums and 
made joyful noises to the Lord.  A LOT of joyful 
noise!   We celebrated ourselves as God's greatest 
creation and It Was Good.  Thanks to everyone 
who donated, helped, sent kids, took pictures or 
remembered past VBS fun.  And then we rested 
since we had such a good example to follow!!                     

If you know how to tie your shoes, the Sew and 
Sew Quilters need YOU!  Come join us at church 
one Wednesday a month from 9-noon to help tie 
Lutheran World Relief Quilts.  Did I mention we 
end each session with coffee and sweet treats?  
See you next Wednesday!.............Jackie Bayer 
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Join First Lutheran’s Commitment to Connecting  
By Giving to Partner Organizations and Ministries 
 

This month First Lutheran has been invited by the Endowment Com-
mittee to help designate gifts to ministries, charities, and organizations 
that match our values and help us do more to serve God and neighbors locally and across the 
world.  Currently 100% of our Benevolence offerings go to the Greater Milwaukee Synod where 
it is multiplied through collaboration between churches in our area and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America.  Our benevolence dollars go to support global mission and domestic mission 
(including Directors of Evangelical Mission in synods like Matt Short) and new mission starts 
around the country.  
 

Currently our giving to other ministries and organizations are furnished through our Endow-
ment’s market gains for the year.   Our vision outline for becoming a congregation known for its 
vitality includes language for giving to others outside of our congregation:  

 

Support ministries and organizations that are in line with our mission  
and values through promotion, participation, and financial support.  

 

While the giving to these organizations is funded primarily by the generosity of a few members 
who have given to the Endowment Fund and determined by the gains we receive in the market, 
giving to ministries and organizations that remind us of our shared mission and connection with 
God’s mission in the world is important for all of us to be engaged in.   
 

While our endowment creates an advantageous starting point for our giving to other ministries 
and organizations, we want to invite our members to magnify these gifts by making their own 
donations to one, two or more organizations of your choice.  Just submit and envelope, make an 
online donation or write a check with a memo or description of what organization you will give 
to.  Here are some of the options… 
 

There are several ministries that First Lutheran has been giving to for a long time, that the En-
dowment Team is planning to continue supporting as part of an ongoing commitment.  We have 
consistently given to several charities every year like our Synod Affiliated Global Partner Minis-
try:  Los Heroes Sewing School in El Salvador (www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0z9zD2njyc ), our 
Synod Affiliated Local Ministry Serenity Inns Men’s Addiction Recovery  (www.serenityinns.org), 
our own Operation Christmas Stocking ministry and ERAS Senior Network (eras.org/) . Other or-
ganizations in the past have included Street Angels, Good Samaritan Center, Outreach for Hope, 
An Exceptional Chorus, Serving Older Adults, Lutheran World Relief.  This year several potential 
recipients of funds have already been nominated including Breaking the Chains Ministry for in-
carcerated men (led by Rev. David Rebey) and the Campbell Family Narrative Medicine Fund.  
Please learn more about the missions of these ministries, organizations, and charities.  We invite 
you to give to them through First Lutheran to multiply the impact of our gifts.  The gifts you give 
will also help us determine which projects have the most support for future giving, so please 
prayerfully participate in this action of generosity that will connect you to the mission and good 
work of these organizations in our communities and around the world! 

 

                                                                                                                                              Pastor Josh 

http://(www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0z9zD2njyc
https://eras.org/
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From the Council President: 
 

Congratulations to Pastor Josh and Sarah on the 
birth of their baby girl, Mary Pearl.  Pastor Josh is 
back after taking two weeks parental leave. 
 

We are making plans for 2 weddings and 1 bap-
tism in the near future. 
 

On August 20th we are invited to a joint service 
with Mount Hope and Luther Memorial church-
es.  The services will be held at Mount Hope.  We 
held an evening service on the first Wednesday of 
July, led by Pastor Sam Royappa of First Method-
ist Church. It was held indoors in the fireside 
room because of rain. Again, musicians from 
Mount Hope joined Gary Hanson to provide up-
lifting music to the Holden Evening Service.  We 
are again inviting the 2 churches on the first 
Wednesday evening of August and hopefully we 
can have it out of doors. 
 

The fire alarm system has been installed and after 
a couple of minor glitches is operating as it 
should. 
 

There are plans being made to present a concert 
at First Lutheran by Stuart Mitchell in Novem-
ber.  Stuart has sung at our church a number of 
times and I always get a thrill out of hearing his 
voice. 
 

The Synod is offering to send us a mission coach 
this Fall to help us establish listening teams.  The 
church council has voted to accept this offer. 
 

We are back in full swing.  See you in church. 
 

Sincerely,  
Werner Bayer, Council President 

Scholarship Opportunities 
  

First Lutheran Church offers a variety of opportuni-
ties for congregation members and their families to 
apply for scholarships.  The West Allis West Mil-
waukee Recreation & Community Activity Guide 
offers many classes for all ages.  You might be in-
terested in taking a class in cooking, photography, 
art or American Sign Language (if offered in the 
Fall).  Share your experience and tips in our month-
ly newsletter. 
  

Scholarship Grant Guidelines: 
Scholarship grants are meant to strengthen and 
encourage Lutheran higher education and ELCA 
professional ministry in particular, including the 
ordained ministry, ministry of music, youth minis-
try and ministry to FLC. 
 Applicants shall be limited to active members 
and/or employees of First Lutheran Church: active 
membership shall be as defined by the Church Con-
stitution. 
 Grants shall be awarded according to the fol-
lowing priorities:  
• College students: 
 *  ELCA Seminary students 
 *  College students (priority given to  
             accredited Lutheran colleges). 
• Persons attending workshop, seminars, educa-

tional classes and other Parish training oppor-
tunities. 

• Vocational Programs/Apprenticeships Programs: 
 *  Two year College requiring certification        
     or diploma. 
 * Trade/Apprenticeship Programs requiring 
     certificate programs. 
• Provide opportunities and support for students/

adults with physical and intellectual disabilities. 
 *  Think College 
 *  Transition and Post-Secondary Programs   
  (Details of these programs can be found on 
 the U.S Department of Education and Think 
 College web-sites).  
       Greta Plicka 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Birthdays 
 

8/19 - Deb Johnson 
8/22 - Susan Winter 
8/25 - Chris Guthrie 

 

Anniversaries 

 

8/27 - Donna & Randy Schwartz - 7 yrs. 
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This ‘n That  

        

                        As a  community we pray for  
                        those with immediate needs 
                        of  healing and strength:   
 

                       Navvi Broussard, Marty Duke, 
David Frailey, Jeremy Gugel, Marissa Guijo, 
Jan Pleur, Graham Sackett, Susan Winter, 
Elizabeth, Bob, Vince and Margie  

 

                                   

                              Don’t Forget to notify  the  church  

                                 office of any address, phone  or  email   
                                 changes!   

  

 Need pastoral care? 
Please  remember to notify the church office if you are ill or 
hospitalized so that we can offer prayer and support direct-
ly to you.  If  you  have  a  pastoral emergency during non-
office hours (death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) con-
tact Pastor Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2. 
 

Save your ink! 
Remember to save your printer ink cartridges when you’re 
done with them and bring them to the office.  We receive 
$2 each toward purchases at Office Depot - up to $20 per 
month. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                     
                                                   
                                                  

                     The book of Revelation is  
                     written to seven churches.  
                     Which list includes a city that 
                     is not among those seven?  
 
A. Ephesus, Thyatira, Philadelphia  
B. Smyrna, Laodicea, Galatia  
C. Pergamum, Thyatira, Smyrna  
D. Sardis, Ephesus, Laodicea  
 
Answer: See Revelation 2–3 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters  
  of First Lutheran, 
Thank you so much for this gen-
erous gift in support of our sum-
mer camp fund, and thank you 

for hosting such a fun event.  We are blessed 
by our mutual partnership.  God’s blessings to 
you for a wonderful summer!  
Peace, 
Rev. Chris Manke, Exec. Director 
Outreach for Hope 

 

 Happening In Our Synod 
 
 

Lutherdale’s Quilt Fest  
8/10 - 10a-2p - Luncheon and quilt viewing - $20 
8/11 - 4-6p - Quilt viewing & Fish Fry! 
8/12 - 9a-3p - Quilt auction, bake sale, gift  
            gallery, craft & fabric sales 
 

Sendik’s Grill Days 
8/12 - 11a-4p - Fundraiser for Incarnation 
            Lutheran.  8616 W. North Ave. 

 

Live at the Labyrinth 
8/17 - 6-8p - Holy Trinity Lutheran in West Allis 
            Food Truck, Music by Voces De America 

How far you go in life depends on your being 
tender with the young, compassionate with 
the aged, sympathetic with the striving and 

tolerant of the weak and strong. Because 
someday in your life you will have been all of 

these.  —George Washington Carver 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

This & That Around Here…... 
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What We’ve Been Doing 

Mary Pearl 
June 24, 2023 

6 lbs., 1 oz. 
We’re thrilled to  

welcome our newest 
member, daughter of 
Pastor Josh & Sarah, 

and sister of Paul! 

 

Jackie and daughter Kristin (below L) went to a family reunion in Minnesota, where they met about 50 new relatives from 
her mother's mother's side.  They shared family history, visited with cousins they don't get to see often enough, and 
walked through four different cemeteries,  looking for  the graves of some of their ancestors.  
                                                                                    When the quilters complete a quilt, they stop to ring a bell and celebrate!  
                                                                                    (below) 
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Mailed on 7-26-23 

 

If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 
First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

7400 W. Lapham St. 
West Allis, WI   

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
Worship With Us: 

 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 
 

Aug. 2, outdoors in our courtyard, at 6 p.m. 
 

 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 


