
 

 

 

 

News & Views 
First Lutheran Church 

April, 2023 

Exciting News! 
We’re Hosting a Trivia Happy Hour!   

With Jeopardy Grand Champion Michael Falk 
 

Sunday, April 30th, 4-6 p.m. 
Watch churches compete for charity! 

 

We'll be competing against neighboring churches with teams of up to 8.   
If you'd like to be part of First Lutheran's trivia team, contact the church office.  We 
know some of you have always had dreams of being on Jeopardy!  Watch for more  

information about the event and sign up sheets for how you can help.   

 
EASTER EGG HUNT 

 
First Lutheran Church 

74th & Lapham St. 
  

Saturday,April 1st 
at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Bring your own camera for  

pictures with the Easter bunny! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Palm Sunday, 4/2, 10:00 AM 

With Children’s Play from First Lutheran Players 

Maundy Thursday, 4/6, 6:30 PM 

Good Friday, 4/7, 6:30 PM 
Combined worship with Mt. Hope Lutheran, First 

United Methodist, First Baptist,   

and Myanmar Christian Church 

Easter Sunday, 4/9, 10:00AM 
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Tuesday Morning  
Bible Study 

 
 

We’ve  begun  Season 3 of The  Chosen.   You know the story 

of Jesus and his disciples,  so you can  join us without feeling 

like  you  missed  anything.  You can also catch up and watch 

online on your own schedule.   
 

New attendees are always welcome!  Join us in the  Fireside 

Room at 10 a.m. each Tuesday.  If you can’t join us in per-

son, you can join us via Zoom. Contact Pastor Josh or the 

church office for more information. 

                    On  Tuesday, March 14,   we  
                            had the  opportunity  to pick 
                up 24 hams provided by Feeding 
America. Some of the hams were donated 
to  Sunrise Apartments  and the remaining 
hams will be cut up and handed out to our 
Food Pantry clients.  
 On Saturday, March 18th, First Lutheran 
Food Pantry participated in the Boy Scout 
Food Drive. We appreciate all the donations 
of food that were collected and the help 
that both the Boy Scouts and our volunteers 
did to make this day a success.  
 We continue to be grateful for the sup-
port we receive from Festival Foods, Feed-
ing America, Aggies Bakery and Cake Shop, 
St. Luke’s Lutheran and donations in cash or 
food from area schools, churches and mem-
bers of our congregation.  We would not be 
able to operate without the help of our vol-
unteers that pick up food, bread, and assist 
during our Friday operating hours. Two 
things we can always use are donations of 
peanut butter and jelly.  
 Members of the congregation are wel-
come to visit us on Friday mornings from 
10:00-12:00.  
                      Mike Plicka and John Hrovat 

Operation  
Christmas Stocking  

  

Please keep shopping  all year  
long for the following items: 

  

Deodorant  
Toothpaste/tooth brushes 

Dental floss 
Women’s cloth slippers 

Winter gloves  
Bar soap, razors 
Christmas mugs 
Colored pencils  

Coloring books for adults 

4 
5 
1 
1 

 

Pounds 
of food! 
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Council News & More! 

From the Council President 
 

At the annual meeting the congregation voted unanimously to 
extend a full time call to Pastor Josh.  He has just completed a 
3 year term call.  I am looking forward to working with him and 
the new church council in the next year.  Pastor Josh has 
shown real enthusiasm and leadership and this is being mir-
rored by the church council. 
 

First Lutheran will be hosting several neighboring and 
ELCA  churches  for Good Friday service.  This will include a 
combined choir and a special solo by Stuart Mitchell.  We are 
hoping that our newly installed sound system  will help to 
make the occasion a memorable one. 
 

There is a clean up-housekeeping event planned for Friday, 
March 31st.  Please consider volunteering for this event which 
will end with a celebratory fish fry. 
 

I'm looking forward to the coming year and hope you all are 
on board with us. 
 

Sincerely, 
Werner Bayer 

Are you interested in becoming a  
member at First?  Make it official! 
Talk to Pastor Josh about being a 

part of the next New Member 
Gathering at the end of April! 

 

Your Church Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

L to R:  Steve Oakland, Pastor Josh Graber, Marie LePage, Jesse Rofritz, Werner Bayer, Gayle Falk,  
Deb Johnson, Colleen Siarnicki and Gary Hanson 

First Communion Class  
Saturday, May 6th 

10:00 a.m.  
or by appointment. 

 

Call the church office 
for information. 
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MISSION TEAM FINAL REPORT 
 

On March 15 the Mission Team came together to celebrate completing 20 months of work 
and the adoption a Mission, Vision and Value statement for First Lutheran Church at the 
congregational meeting.  Most members joined the team without an exact idea of where 
the process would go but a willingness to serve First Lutheran and work with Pastor Josh to 

explore how God was calling us next. Some were lifelong members while others were newly arrived. Each member 
brought skills and talents to the group.   
 Covid disrupted the plan to begin a Mission Team in 2020, and due to covid much of the work envisioned for 
the team was changed and adapted.  The Mission Team was brought together in June of 2022, with an orientation 
walking through the goals of the team including developing a mission, vision, and value statement and exploring 
partnerships.  The Mission Team was the core group of church members that participated in Mission Training Ses-
sions with Pastor Josh after church in 2021, learning interpersonal communication skills and other mission investiga-
tion tools.  The team also met and worked to explore the History, Context and Call of First Lutheran in the second 
half of 2021.   
 Pastor Josh led the group in studying demographics of the neighborhood and visiting area churches and busi-
nesses.  Contacts made around the community built friendships with others and gained valuable information about 
others working towards the same goals.  As we learned more about other ELCA churches, we learned that there 
may be opportunities to work together with others on events, projects or worship.  About this time, St. John’s Lu-
theran in West Milwaukee was deciding on its future.  Facing declining membership and financial pressures, the 
congregation was torn between closing the church or merging with another church.  The Mission Team shifted em-
phasis to consider exploring a partnership with St. John’s and other churches.  At the annual meeting in February of 
2022, the Mission Team requested an additional year to finish their work, with a focus on exploring potential part-
nerships with neighboring churches and potentially merging or consolidating while developing new mission, vision, 
and values goals  together. 
 With the blessing of the church council and the congregation, the Mission Team worked with the Greater Mil-
waukee Synod and entered an in depth examination of how we might share ministry with St. John’s. As we explored 
this we planned for shared services, a picnic cookout and a presentation at St. John’s of how we would support 
them no matter what their decision.  After prayerful consideration and appreciation of our efforts, Saint John’s 
chose to move forward with Holy Closure in January of 2023.  This relationship led to Saint John’s Transition Team 
gifting $16,000 to First Lutheran to support our ministry and mission. We also have the relational gift of several of 
their members attending church here since their closure, with leaders from St. John’s helping First adopt their annu-
al Easter Egg Hunt to our location  
 After Saint John’s decision the Mission Team needed to adapt again, and when working with coaches on devel-
oping our mission, vision and values was not possible, Pastor Josh encouraged the team to move forward in this 
work on our own. The team planned and facilitated a Rejoice Sunday meal and conversation during Advent and a 
process of Appreciative Inquiry with the congregation.  Team members contacted congregation members to person-
ally invite them to share their memories, ideas and hopes for the future of First.  Pastor Josh and his wife, Dr. Sarah 
Carter, helped the team sort through the responses and draft a mission, vision and values statement for First, claim-
ing the values we hold dear and the future to which God calls us.  These documents were endorsed by the congre-
gation at the annual meeting February 19.   
 Its first commission completed, the Mission Team celebrated the conclusion of that phase of the work.  Pastor 
Josh, who directed and encouraged the team throughout, thanked the team for persevering through the long pro-
cess.  Now the Team is disbanding after taking this circuitous route to accomplishing the mission originally set out 
before it. However, members of the Mission Team are well-represented on council, and as part of committees and 
groups hope to help us all live into our mission and implement the vision outline presented to the congregation and 
council for 2023 and beyond!  

 

 If you haven’t thanked a Mission Team member, please do so!  Their leadership and dedication during this im-
portant time of transition for First is likely to help it for years to come.   
 

Mission Team members:  Werner and Jackie Beyer, Gayle Falk, Marie Le Page, Gary Hanson, Joy Dowd, with sup-
port from many other members.    
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What We’ve Been Doing…. 

“To experience genuine hu-
man love, to be part of a 
community of love is to ex-
perience the presence of 
God." 

Sunday School  
on Thursdays?  

 

Thankful, Thoughtful Thursdays  
 

Children ages 4k—Age 12 are welcome to 
join us from 5-6pm on the 1st and 3rd  
Thursdays each month. Each class includes 
a snack, lesson, a cooking/science/ or 
acting related activity, a craft and even 
occasional pizza parties.  

Matt (above) shows the 
scarves he’s knitted for our 
food pantry clients while Eli 
(left) holds the prayer chain he 
made in Sunday School. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

On Wednesdays during Lent, members 
gathered in Hammerling Hall to share a 
meal, worship and fellowship together. 

The family of Don & Carolyn Moncher 
has had a baby boom in 2023 with three 
great grandchildren being born.  Grand-
daughter Jessica’s baby Benjamin in  
Tennessee is a happy guy. (L) 

Barb welcomed a new  
grandson, Deacon, on  
St. Patrick’s Day. (L) 
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 Called Into The Easter Light! 

 

As we approach Holy Week, we remember not only Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, but also the cycle of dying to self and being raised to 
new life we all experience in our life of faith and our life as a church.  
As we begin to see green blades rising and the first fruits of spring 
pushing through the ground, we are reminded of the promise and joy 

of new life, even in settings we have seen many times before.   
 Here at church the yellow daffodils pushing through the ground along the west wall 
of our courtyard have always been a reminder to me of new life.  As my three-year term 
call ended last month and I am beginning a new ongoing call with First I also am thinking 
about “New Beginnings”.  I remember the first spring I was here at First, how reassured I 
was seeing those flowers pushing up in the midst of snow and cold covid days. 
 We lean into the hope of spring as we lean into the hope of Easter.  In our days as 
Christians we live into a cycle of dying to self and being raised to new life and new per-
spective in the gospel.  Our Lenten journeys and fasts lead us to that reminder.   
 And we as a church also have gone through a period of self-examination in these last 
three years I have walked with you through all the adjustments of the pandemic and lead-
ing the Mission Team process. Together, we have done the hard work that involves a dy-
ing to self and the parts of our church’s past that may hold us back from living into a new 
vision with God and appreciating all the good we take with us. 
 Now we are freed to live into a new identity with God through our mission, vision and 

values that name and claim us as parts of God’s mission in this particular time and place.  

God is not done with us!  Like Lazarus raised from the dead and the dry bones of Ezekiel 

raising to new life, we at First are raised to new life through Christ who was resurrected as 

the first fruits of God’s spring.  What a gift to be alive and in this place!  What a joy to 

share in the light of Easter with all of you as coworkers in the kingdom of heaven!   

 

Pastor Josh 

How Jesus Says Your Name 

 

It’s been said that when someone loves you, they say your name differently. Your name is “safe” coming from 
their mouth.  Mary Magdalene found this to be true. Walking alone in the dark to Jesus’ tomb, she wanted 
nothing less than for a concerned loved one to interrupt her private grief, crooning her name in pity: “Oh, 
Mary, there, there.” Or worse, someone from her old life who would spit her name like a curse, not knowing 
that Jesus had cast out her demons. But then Mary saw the tomb open and panicked, ran to get Simon, hur-
ried back to the garden. Angels addressed her — not by name, just “Woman …” — and then a gardener: 
“Woman …”  Except then — “Mary” — this man knew her after all, speaking her name so knowingly, tenderly, 
lovingly that she recognized him. “Mary.” Her name was safe in his mouth, her life safe in his care. He wasn’t 
the gardener. He was her teacher, her friend, her Savior.  Friend, your name also is safe in Jesus’ mouth, your 
life safe in his care, for he loves you deeply.          —Heidi Hyland Mann 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Birthdays 
 

4/6 - Kevin Lone 
4/9 - Janell Cyrus 

4/13 - Sandy Wymelenberg 
4/14 - Louis Cyrus 

4/18 - Christina Steward 
4/26 -Terry Favre 

4/29 - Colleen Siarnicki 
 

Anniversaries 

 

4/27   Werner & Jackie Bayer   66 yrs. 
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This ‘n That Around Here 

        

                        As a  community we pray for  
                        those with immediate needs 
                        of  healing and strength:   
 

                       Shirley Cogan, Marissa Guijo, 
Carol Leonard, John Oakland, Lavone Reis, 
Vince, Becky, Steve and Margie  

 

We remember in prayer the families of  
our members Nancy Krizan and Jeanette 
Zeinert as they grieve the loss of their 
loved ones and remember the promise of 
eternal life with Christ.   
 

                                   

                              Don’t Forget to notify  the  church  

                                 office of any address, phone  or  email   
                                 changes!   

  

 Need pastoral care? 
Please  remember to notify the church office if you are ill or 
hospitalized so that we can offer prayer and support direct-
ly to you.  If  you  have  a  pastoral emergency during non-
office hours (death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) con-
tact Pastor Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2. 
 

Save your ink! 
Remember to save your printer ink cartridges when you’re 
done with them and bring them to the office.  We receive 
$2 each toward purchases at Office Depot - up to $20 per 
month. 

         

                         The night before Jesus’  
                   crucifixion, he demonstrates 
                   humble service by washing  
                   his disciples’ _______.  
 
A. hands  
B. feet  
C. hair  
D. supper dishes  
 
Answer: See John 13:1-17 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Be sure to check out our updated   

website and connect with us on Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support Our  

Wedding  Re-Sale Event 

Saturday, Aug. 5th 

10am - 3pm 

Newlyweds can sell their wedding or 

bridesmaid gowns, bouquets, candles, 

decorations, etc!  Future brides can 

shop for needed items.   

 

Take some flyers to local businesses 

and spread the word to family and 

friends! 
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If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 
First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

7400 W. Lapham St. 
West Allis, WI   

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
Worship With Us: 

 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Maundy Thursday, 4/6, 6:30 pm 

Good Friday, 4/7, 6:30 pm 
Easter Sunday, 4/9, 10am 

 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 


