
 

 

 

 

News & Views 
First Lutheran Church 

January, 2023 

 
 

We Want To See You in Church! 
 
 
 

We were able to gather a great group of members to experience Rejoice Sunday on De-
cember 11th!  It was wonderful to see some faces we hadn’t seen for awhile.  That’s one 
of the reasons we are starting a new ride share and ride service program to get people to 
church on Sundays and for other events.  Being able to be together in person is a real gift, 
especially after so many months when we were unable to during the pandemic.  We want 
to enjoy that time again and help connect with members that haven’t been as mobile 
recently.  We hope the ride share helps. 
 

In the New Year there is a lot to be excited about and I hope the Rejoicing can continue!  
We will have an exciting New Beginnings Worship on New Years Day at 10AM.  It will be 
a chance to start the new year out right with scripture to inspire resolutions for the mind, 
body and spirit.  It will be a great way to start your new year!  Our Mission Team is work-
ing on new drafts of mission, vision and values statements that will help our church move 
into the future with boldness and purpose.  We are working on a Trivia Night with a spe-
cial guest, and we will be having Lenten Soup Suppers again on Wednesday evenings at 
5pm followed by a short worship (it will all be done by 6pm).  Remember you could call 
for a ride if you don’t want to drive in the dark!  This spring we are also excited about 
taking over the community Easter Egg Hunt from our friends at Saint John’s!  It will be a 
great way to invite families and kids to our church and let them know about Vacation 
Bible School and our Sunday School program.  We are excited for you to be a part of 
these New Beginnings with your friends here at First Lutheran!   
                                                                   Pastor Josh 
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What’s Happening Here 

New Year’s Resolution:   
Stay Healthy in 2023 

 

As we approach the midwinter season it seems 
like we are all battling colds and sickness.  And 
while we are grateful that we in the United 
States have a pretty good handle on Covid pre-
vention and treatment, China is experiencing a 
huge surge of cases after opening up and new 
variants are likely coming that will likely spread 
faster in the US.  Influenza and RSV are both 
getting a lot of people seriously sick in the US.  
Our Church Council would like to remind you to 
take steps to prevent the spread of sickness in 
the congregation and community.  The govern-
ment and insurance provide free covid tests at 
pharmacies and through the mail.  Please stock 
up to get through these cold weather months 
to know whether you are dealing with cold or 
covid!  If you have a fever please stay home and 
if you are feeling sick we encourage you to 
mask up when you are in close contact with 
others.  We want to continue to enjoy and ex-
pand our ministries in 2023 and staying healthy 
is one way to help us do that! 

 

Tuesday Morning  
Bible Study 
 
 

On Tues., Jan. 3rd we will catch up with what happened in 
Season 2 of  The Chosen.  On Jan. 10th we’ll attend Apostle 
Presbyterian’s musical program and luncheon.    The follow-
ing weeks we’ll begin Season 3 of The Chosen.   You know the 
story of Jesus and his disciples, so you can join us without 
feeling like you missed anything.  New members are always 
welcome!  Join us in the Fireside Room at 10:00 a.m. each 
week.  If you can’t join us in person, you can join us via 
Zoom.  Contact Pastor Josh or the church office for more 
information. 

 

Sundays at 
11:00 a.m. in the 
Fireside room. 

Come enjoy  
coffee, treats & 

lots of fellowship! 

 

 

Words of  
Wisdom 
 

I am convinced that love is the 
most durable power in the world. 
It is not an expression of impracti-
cal idealism, but of practical real-
ism. Far from being the pious in-
junction of a Utopian dreamer, 
love is an absolute necessity for 
the survival of our civilization. To 
return hate for hate does nothing 
but intensify the existence of evil 
in the universe. Someone must 
have sense enough and morality 
enough to cut off the chain of 
hate and evil, and this can only be 
done through love.  
                 —Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Check Out Our Food Pantry! 
 

In November we received free turkeys 
from Feeding America, made possible through Gover-
nor Evers’ Food Security Initiative allocating 30 million 
dollars to food pantries, families and Tribal Nations. 
First Lutheran Food Pantry donated the turkeys to Sun-
rise meal program, St. Matthias Thanksgiving dinner for 
the poor and the Milwaukee Homeless Veterans Pro-
gram. In December we were able to pick up free hams; 
we kept 12 and shared the rest with Sunrise and Home-
less Veterans.  
 On Friday, December 15th all visitors received a bag 
of food. Because the food pantry was closed on Friday, 
December 23rd and Friday, December 30th, we wanted 
to make sure they had provisions to carry them into 
January. Mike continued to pick up food at Festival on 
Thursday, December 22nd and Thursday, December 29th, 
which he delivered to Sunrise.  
 Aggies Bakery and Cake Shop, West Allis is do-
nating baked goods weekly to our food pantry. We con-
tinue to be grateful for the support we receive from 
Festival Foods, Feeding America, Woman’s Club of West 
Allis and donations in cash or food from area schools, 
churches and members of our congregation.  We would 
not be able to operate without the help of our volun-
teers that pick up food and bread, and assist during our 
Friday operating hours.   
 Members of the congregation are welcome to visit 
us on Friday mornings from 10:00-12:00.  
                                              Mike Plicka and John Hrovath 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      Unloading hams at church 
              

                   Delivering to Sunrise apartments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Pat helps a client with her food choices 

2023 Holiday  
Vendor & Craft Fair  

 
The First Lutheran Church Vendor /Craft Fair is  
just 11 months away.  We work all year around to find 
vendors and raffle items.  If you get a non-perishable 
Christmas item or find a great Fall or Christmas item on 
sale consider gifting it to us.  Even if it a small item 
Colleen does a great job of creating beautiful raffle 
baskets that she will design with other items and gift 
cards.  Last year we did wine baskets, bath baskets and 
a toy basket.  It is always nice to have some winter pro-
jects that we can get done before the Vendor/Craft 
Fair.   
                    

                      Co-Chairs Colleen Siarnicki & Greta Plicka 
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Council News & More! 

From the Council President 
 

Rejoice Sunday on December 11th was a success.  After months of training and planning by the 
Mission Planning Team we had a good turnout at our group discussions and our joint meal and 
communion.  In addition, we all had fun! 
 

The nominating committee will be meeting and looking for volunteers for next year's church 
council.  This is your chance to serve and help direct our church into its future.  We are extreme-
ly lucky that we have a full time and talented pastor to help lead us. 
 

Thanks to the Sunday School kids and staff for their innovative Christmas program.  Who would 
have thought that we would be watching it on screen along with movie tickets and popcorn? 
Great job everybody! 
 

Merry Christmas and happy new year to everyone.  Let's move into the new year with joy and 
enthusiasm. 
 

Werner Bayer, Church Council President 

Operation  
Christmas Stocking  

 

Operation Christmas Stock-
ing gifts have been handed 
out, so it’s time to look to December 2023. These are 
the items that we will need for 2023 for 40 men and 
25 women: 

 

Deodorant, toothpaste/tooth brushes/floss, women’s 
cloth slippers, mens & women’s winter gloves, bar 
soap, razors, 25 Christmas mugs, colored pencils and 
adult coloring books (great ones found at the Dollar 
Store). 

 

Not only did we hand out gifts to our Food Pantry cli-
ents and their children, we were able to send hats and 
scarves to Sunrise Apartments and small toys for table 
decorations for the Sons of the American Legion sup-
port of the Annual Silver Spring Military Children Party 
held on December 2, 2022. Your gifts reach so many 
people during the Christmas Season. We are so grate-
ful for your support. 
 Respectfully submitted 
 Co-Chairs Greta Plicka/Colleen Siarnicki 

We Want To Help You  
Come To Church! 

 

Do you or someone you 
know need transportation to 
church for worship and other events?  The 
Council and the Memorial Fund have set up 
a trial transportation fund to help get peo-
ple to church!  If you would like a ride to 
church please contact the office and we will 
be able to call a car or someone to help give 
you a ride.  If you are interested in helping 
to give people rides to church please con-
tact First Lutheran. 

Fresh Starts 
I suppose when we wake on January 1 the 
world will look the same. But there is a re-
minder of the Resurrection at the start of 
each new year, each new decade. That’s why 
I also like sunrises, Mondays and new sea-
sons. God seems to be saying, “With me you 
can always start afresh.” —Ada Lum  
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Happening Around Here…. 

Our Mission Team At Work 
 

The congregation celebrated Rejoice 
Sunday (the third Sunday in Advent) by 
remembering the church’s past and en-
visioning its future.  Members were in-
vited to a special service followed by 
small group sharing of memories and 
dreams for the church.  Lunch brought 
us back for more fellowship, followed by 
a special communion service. 
 

The variety of viewpoints and insights 
were carefully noted, and will be com-
piled at a Mission workshop in January.  
The goal of that meeting will be to de-
termine First’s underlying values, it’s 
vision for the future and the mission the 
church sees itself called to.  A summary 
document will be presented to the con-
gregation at the annual meeting for dis-
cussion and possible adoption. 
 

The enthusiastic response of church 
members, their thoughtful contributions 
to the process, and the pleasure of shar-
ing the communion meal with long-time 
friends truly made the event joyful. 

 

Our Rejoice Sunday celebration was well attended (above) and we 
all enjoyed pizza, chili, sub sandwiches and dessert.  The quilters 
set a beautiful table for their annual Christmas luncheon and were 
entertained by Werner and his friend Larry (below) 

Greta put together beautiful Christmas mugs, 
and the quilters assembled Christmas bags 
for the residents at Serenity Inns. 
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What We’ve Been Doing…. 

Mike Plicka and grandson Harrison 
enjoyed the snow (left) and Grulkes’ 
grandson Eli packed himself in a box 
and topped his head with a bow 
(below L). The decorators at work 
(R) and Pastor Josh (below) on 
Christmas. 

The residents of 
Jeanie’s apartment 
complex enjoyed 
hearing Gary play 
Christmas music. R).  
Pastor Peterson and 
Lois at their son’s 
home on Christmas 
(L). 

Merry Christmas from Sam and 
Karlie (R).  Lavone was able to 
spend Christmas at her apart-
ment with family, including all of 
her grandchildren (far R). 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Birthdays 
 

 1/1    Nancy Krizan 
 1/11   Carla Ullerich 
 1/12   Maria Sanchez 
 1/21   John Isaacson 
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This ‘n That Around Here 

        

                   As a  community we pray for  
                    those with immediate needs of  
                   healing and strength:   

 

                    Dale Bennethum, Marissa Guijo,  
Nancy Krizan, Samantha Logston, John  
Oakland, Lavone Reis, Roger and Tina Ritz, , 
Becky, Steve and Margie  
 

                                   

                              Don’t Forget to notify  the  church  

                                 office of any address, phone  or  email   
                                 changes!   

  

                                  Need pastoral care? 
Please  remember to notify the church office if you are ill or 
hospitalized so that we can offer prayer and support direct-
ly to you.  If  you  have  a  pastoral emergency during non-
office hours (death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) con-
tact Pastor Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

                    

                                         How old was Abram when  he  
                  followed God’s call to leave  
                  Haran and travel to a new land?  

 
 A. 25  
 B. 50  
 C. 75  
 D. 100  

 
       Answer: See Genesis 12:4 

Many Thanks! 
to Wednesday night AA Group 23 for 
their generous Christmas donation to 
First Lutheran. Thanks to: Dave, Tom, 
Pete, Bret, John, Ron, Charlie, Clete, 

Glenn, Kent, Ron and Ed   

 

Anniversaries 
 

1/14      Wayne & Lucy Wagner     62 yrs. 

ANNUAL REPORTS OF  
COMMITTEES ARE DUE! 

 
Committee chairpersons: please 

turn in your reports by Jan. 17th. 
 

Our Annual Congregational  
Meeting will be held on Feb. 5th 
immediately following the wor-
ship service.  Save the date! 

If you haven’t already done so, please pick up 
your envelopes in the narthex.  2022 giving 
statements will be ready  by mid-January. 
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                     _____ 
                                      
      

Mailed on 12/28/22 

 

If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 
First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

7400 W. Lapham St. 
West Allis, WI   

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
Worship With Us: 

 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Jan. 4 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 


