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CHURCH AS Pastor’s
LOVE TRAINING @4Post

Every fall the synod gathers rostered leaders for a leader-
ship conference, with speakers that help us focus on our spir-
itual care, improve our leadership and inspire us in our calls.
The opportunity to gather together with colleagues is also a
benefit of these conferences, especially after spending so
many months without gathering in person because of covid.
Being able to share space, meals and conversations was bless-
ing that helped me and others remember that we are connect-
ed as a synod and supported in many ways.

This year the event was at the Green Lake Conference
Center. During breaks | took advantage of walking around the
grounds as | prayed and planned and even shot baskets in the
gym a bit for exercise. | was also able to have many conversa-
tions that helped me reengage my sense of vocation and to
get support for our work at First.

Our speaker was an inspirational Methodist pastor and
author from Minneapolis named Tyler Sit. He was raised in
the suburbs of Minneapolis and after much travel was called
back to his home city as a Mission Developer of a new church.
At first, Pastor Sit wanted to start a church focused on envi-
ronmental sustainability and diversity. Through many
meetings and gatherings of his house church the people he
was working with and their engagement together with Scrip-
ture led to a new central vision. The people gathered around
the vision of the city of God described in Revelation and imag-
ined seeing it in their community in South Minneapolis.

This vision led Tyler and his church to respond to the iden-
tified needs of that community and create a network of thera-
pists and professionals to support the trauma of victims of vio-
lence and racism in their communities. Amazingly this vision
emerged in the exact same location that would later become
George Floyd Square in Minneapolis a year and a half later.

Continued on p. 2
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Crafts
Baked Goods
Art
Benefit Drawings
Lunch!



What's Happening Here

93lessed
toBe s IT’S FALL STEWARDSHIP TIME!

Blessing

The brilliantly colored leaves that have crowned the neighborhood trees are falling and waiting

to be raked. It’s time to uncover the snow blower and make sure that it will be ready for the first snowfall
and find the snow shovel amidst the litter in the garage. Clothing for cold weather hangs ready to keep us

warm. Fall at First Lutheran is a special time also.

Fall is the time for us as parishioners to pledge our time and financial help to keep our beautiful
building warm and structurally sound. Services, programs, events, and personnel are also dependent on
us and what we are willing to share with God. You will receive your stewardship promise card in the mail.
Prior to returning it, please spend some time in serious contemplation and prayer.

Pastor’s Corner continued from p.1

The network that their church had nurtured became cen-
tral in the care for a grieving, angry and frightened commu-
nity in the aftermath of George Floyd’s killing, and the pro-
tests that followed. It seemed God had not only called Ty-
ler and the church with a new vision; their call prepared
them for what was to come in a way that helped them see
God’s hand in it.

Rev. Sit led sessions on “How to Design Church”, “How
to Stay Awake” (about being a community-responsive
church) and the creatively titled “How to Compost Zom-
bies” about avoiding putting people and energy into activity
that just goes through the motions. Another key take-away
was what Tyler had heard from his parents as a young per-
son of color dealing with racism: “Sometimes society gets it
wrong but God gives us love to fix it”. Tyler also stated that,
“Society is moldable and shareable...if we don’t show up to
shape society we are forfeiting our right to shape society
through love”. He also encouraged us to name the non-
negotiables of our calls, something that reminded me of
the non-negotiables we at First came up with as part of our
preparation for partnership possibilities. It was encourag-
ing to hear other called people in our synod share their non
-negotiables, as being a part of cultures of joy, humor and
respect. He left us with a call to see our congregations as
centers for “love training”.

I'm grateful for the opportunity to be with colleagues
and be refreshed in my sense of call by interacting and
learning from people like Tyler Sit. | hope that it helps me
see First as a place of love training and societal shaping.

Pastor Josh

Lori Marquez & Lavone Reis
Stewardship Chairs

Here’s what's .
happening!

6E\/EI\JH\]G November 2nd
A RSHIP Wed. evening

@2 worship at 6pm

November 6th
All Saints Sunday Saints
}, Day
November 12th

Holiday Craft &
Vendor Fair

November 23rd
Thanksgiving Eve
Worship

November 27th
1st Sunday in Advent
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December 4th
Hanging of the
Greens!

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!




COFFEE AND...

Join us on Sunday mornings in the

Fireside Room after church for

Coffee And.... You can chat and enjoy your &2
coffee or check out Adult Ed in the sanctuary .
We'll occasionally have speakers from neighboring
churches, as well as other topics. If you're willing
to host (which just means plugging in the coffee
and bringing a treat), sign up in the narthex or call
the church office. Coffee And... will be shorter on
council Sundays, but members are invited to stay
for the council.

On Sunday, November 6th, we

will be remembering those of

Sﬂllﬁ;! our congregation who have

N Day died in the last year. We will

(S also remember friends and rela-

tives who have gone before us.

If you would like to have someone remem-

bered during this service, call or email the
church office.

TUESDAY MORNING Y
BIBLE STUDY FALL SOV

Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10 a.m. in
the Fireside Room for opportunities to dig
deeper into our faith background.

We will continue learning about Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, his leadership during World
War Il and the relationship of the Lutheran
Church to the Holocaust.

New members are always welcome! If you
can’t join us in person, you can join us via
Zoom. Contact Pastor Josh or the church
office for more information.

1. Mission
< Planning
/feam

In an effort to connect with and
learn about important community is-
sues, members of the Mission Group
signed up to attend various training clas-
ses and events in the near future.

One, sponsored by the synod, is We
Love All: Creating Communities of Wel-
come, a Synod Reconciling in Christ
event focusing on equality and inclusion
for people of all sexual orientations.

A second synod sponsored offering
is Learning and telling the Story: Decon-
structing Racism, which offers lectures
and workshops to grow understanding
and action against systems of oppres-
sion.

The third is MICAH (Milwaukee In-
ner-city Congregations Allied for Hope)
Public Meeting, MICAH Rising: To Build a
Healthy and Just Community. MICAH
works for social justice and unites area
churches to support education and
change.

The Mission Group also discussed a
covenant agreement from the consulting
firm being considered to help explore
First Lutheran’s identity and possible
paths forward. The consultants, two
ELCA ministers, would help the Mission
team assess the ability of First Lutheran
to discern and respond to God’s call.

The Craft Fair, scheduled for No-
vember 12, will offer a wide range of
cards, jewelry, Christmas decorations,
raffles and lunch! More than that, it will
invite others into our church to meet us
and learn something about us. We are
hoping everyone will plan on attending.

Gayle Falk




Council News & More!

FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT

At the October meeting the church council discussed the possibility of holding a joint Thanksgiving service with
Luther Memorial Church. We joined them last year at their church which culminated with a pie social after
service.

John Hrovat repaired damaged plaster in the Fireside room next to the fireplace caused by leaking.
Thanks, John.

Pastor Josh will be talking with the pastors from neighboring churches for a possible pulpit exchange. One
possibility is First Lutheran, First Baptist and First Methodist exchanging pastors on the first Sunday of each
month.

Colleen Siarnicki has agreed to fill in one of the vacancies on the church council caused by the resignations of
Lori Marquez and Jeanie Stummeier. She will fill in until the end of this term. Thanks, Colleen.

We will be looking for candidates for next year's council. Can we count on you?

We joined First Methodist Church for the pet blessing in October. First Lutheran had a good show-
ing. Thanks to our neighbors at First Methodist. Maybe we can reciprocate next year.

Check out our new chairs in the Fireside room. They are classy and comfortable. Thanks to Marie Lepage and
Deb and Steve Johnson who did the shopping and setting up. Thanks also to the memorial committee who
paid for them.

Werner Bayer, Church Council President

WA YA S

OPERATION CHRISTMAS STOCKING

Members of the congregation have been wondering what we do with the mason jars. For
the past two years we have filled the mason jars with laundry detergent and handed
them out at Christmas time along with men’s and women’s gift bags.

Matthew Grulke has donated four bags of knitted scarfs that we will put into our Christ-
mas gift bags. Thank you Matthew for using your knitting skills to keep our visitors warm
during the cold winter months.

You can help us out by donating the following items:
Mason jars (any color)
Christmas mugs (we need about 25)
We also accept cash donations to purchase the above items.

Operation Christmas Stocking is a year around project that provides gift bags for residents
at Serenity Inns and visitors to First Lutheran’s Food Pantry, and stockings filled with age 7 “\
appropriate items for the children/grandchildren of our Food Pantry visitors. A

Respectfully submitted
Co-Chairs Greta Plicka/Colleen Siarnicki




Happening Aronnd ffere....

On Sept. 25th we bid
farewell to Jeanie and
Cooper. Pastor Josh's
parents were able to
be here for the cele-
bration. Jeanie is mov-
ing and won’t be able
to be with us as often.
We'll miss them both!

Carolyn & Don Monch-
er welcomed a new
great-grandchild, Jessi-
ca & Brandon son,
Benjamin Paul Martin.

(R)

Our quilters had a busy year
and created 33 quilts which
were shipped to Lutheran
World Relief for use around the
world. Another quilt (bottom L)
was created for our Holiday
Craft & Vendor Fair and will be
used in our benefit drawing.

WE SUPPORT
S

World

Lutheran
s Relief




Happening Aronnd ffere....
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Our Sunday School class has spent time learning teamwork,
making cards for Pastor Peterson, and having a bit of fun!
They recently had a very powerful class talking a lot about
peer pressure at school and being different as a Christian.

It was a really great class!

Pastor Peterson and Lois en-
joyed his first fun outing after
his stroke. He was able to
attend his grandson’s football
game (left). Barb and a friend
volunteered at the Outreach
for Hope Run/Ride/Walk in
September.  As of Oct. 10th
OFH was 2/3 of the way to
their goal of $165,000.

FooD PANTRY NOVEMBER 2022

On Friday, September 30" the West Allis Health Department offered free flu shots to
our Food Pantry clients, members of the congregation and Food Pantry volunteers.
m On Friday, October 28™ we handed out Halloween treats to our clients.

PANTRY

We continue to be grateful for the support we receive from Festival Foods, Feeding
America, Woman’s Club of West Allis and donations in cash or food from area
schools, churches and members of our congregation. We would not be able to oper-
ate without the help of our volunteers that pick up food and bread, and assist during
our Friday operating hours.




This n That Around Here

Copkie""\"i .
Delivery (&t CALLING ALL BAKERS!

. When you start baking your
Chrlstmas cookies, set aside some for delivery
to our home-bound members. Bring your
cookies to church on Dec. 2-5th. We'll have
the plates ready to deliver beginning Dec. 7th.

/Ll-" en 6{/ Don’t Forget to notify the church
office of any address, phone or email
@%‘ changes!
Need pastoral care?

Please remember to notify the church office if you are ill or
hospitalized so that we can offer prayer and support direct-
ly to you. If you have a pastoral emergency during non-
office hours (death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) con-
tact Pastor Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2.

Join us for worship on
Wednesday evening,
November 2nd at 6 p.m.

$ENOUEMBERS

Birthdays

11/6 Karlie Marquez
11/8 Steve Oakland
11/17 Josh Graber

Anniversaries
11/15 Gayle & Jerry Falk 47 yrs.

A . .
\/g As a community we pray for those with
;H/ immediate needs of healing and strength:
/ /% ()"’ " Dale Bennethum, Scott Ehlers, Marissa
¥ Guijo, Samantha Logston, John Oakland,
Roger and Tina Ritz, Hannah, Jeremy, Becky, Steve
and Margie

\‘\‘."’\.".\

Paul declares that nothing “will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Which of the following does Paul specify as unable to

block God’s love? ANGELS

A. death: life
B. angels; demons L | F E__
C. present; future 5

D. height; depth ddemons
E. all of the above o8

Answer: See Romans 8:38-39

‘We’ll Be Taking Orders!

ey,
On Nov. 20th the sign-up sheet = *
Will be in the narthex. Poinsettias will come
in red or white and will be s12. Deadline to
order will be Dec. 11th. If you're unable to
come in to sign up, call the church office.

Witk
/ m((m( Z

1'd like to thank everyone for their
cards and prayers following my re-
cent cancer diagnosis and surgery.
1t means a great deal to me.

Barb

Find uson

Facebook
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
7400 W. Lapham St.
West Allis, WI
E-mail: firstlutheranelca@att.net

Phone: 414-476-4664
for this is the

Worship With Us: will of God
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. g
Nov. 2nd at 6:00 p.m. ey %% C]M
for you.

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis
(414)476-4664

1 Thessalonians 5:18

If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact the church office.



