
 

 

 

 

News & Views 
First Lutheran Church 

October, 2022 

 

Stepping Up and Opening Up 
 

 At the end of August our little church opened up its 
doors in a way that I hadn’t experienced before.  We had travelled to Lu-
ther Memorial for Pentecost and Saint John’s for a special 4th of July wor-
ship service and now those two churches were inviting their members to 
come to our church for worship on Aug. 28th.  But we also wanted to 
help our neighbors know more about who we are, so we added a Cook-
out and Open House with a Guided Tour.  It was pretty ambitious for us 
to try an event like this.  We hadn’t done anything like it for awhile and 
not since my pandemic era call began.  Would enough volunteers step 
up?  Do we have enough people to lift tables?  Will anyone come?  
 Well, First Lutheran, the answer was a resounding YES!  I for one was 
so proud and inspired by how this event went.  Members (and several 
member spouses—you really should form a club I think!) really stepped 
up and it seemed like almost every member that came had a role.  It was 
great to see several of our members come to church after health and the 
pandemic had kept them away.  It felt like a homecoming but also was a 
great way for our members to feel proud of our church and for members 
of other church and several potential members to see our church, hear 
about some of its history prepared by Werner and Jackie, see the layout 
of the building prepared by Marie LePage, and meet people that partici-
pate in ministry at each area of the church we stopped at in our guided 
tour (Thanks to Audrey, Jeanie, Barb, Linda, and Joy!).  And thanks to our 
volunteers setting up the food as they adapted and adjusted to weather 
concerns and hosted a wonderful summer meal for our guests and mem-
bers. 
 Our mission team really stepped up in planning the event and after 
the event we stopped to celebrate and evaluate how it went.  Even with 
how positive we felt we found ways we could improve our planning and 
setup for next time, and we felt the energy to have a “next time” soon!  
We have our Pet Blessing on Oct 1st with First Methodist, and we have 
our second Craft Fair of the year on November 12th.  As a Church we need 
to do a better job promoting and inviting people to these events and 
making sure that the organizers have the support they need to make 
them successful. We can do this! 
       Pastor Josh Graber 

October 1st 
Joint Pet Blessing at 
1st United Methodist 

Church at 10:00am 
 

October 2nd 
Coffee And.. is back! 

      
October 5th 
Wed. evening  

Service of Healing 
 

November 2nd 
Wed. evening 

worship at 6pm 
 

November 6th 
All Saints Sunday 

 

November 12th 
Holiday Craft &  

Vendor Fair 
 

November 23rd 
Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship  
 

November 27th 
1st Sunday in Advent 

 

December 4th 
Hanging of the 

Greens! 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS! 
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Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10 a.m. in 
the Fireside Room for opportunities to dig 
deeper into our faith background.   
 

Oct 4th -   We will watch Part 2 of the 
       Dietrich Bonhoffer documentary 
Oct 11th - We will discuss Lutheranism 101 
Oct 18th - We will discuss Pastor Josh's  
      2010 proposal to ELCA about how  
      Lutheran Theology should be consid- 
      ered a mission asset in a postmodern  
      world 
Oct 25th - We will watch the Chosen inter- 
      view with the actor who portrayed  
      Jesus. 
 

New members are always welcome!  If you 
can’t join us in person, you can join us via 
Zoom.  Contact Pastor Josh or the church  
office for more information. 

The Return  
of Coffee And… 
 

It’s back!  Join us on Sunday mornings  
in  the  Fireside Room  after church for  
Coffee And….   It’s time to get back together 
socially, catch up on each others’ lives and enjoy 
coffee and treats in the process.  Hope to see you 
there! 

    

   It’s Coming Soon! 
 

Our Annual Holiday Craft & Vendor Fair 

 November 12th, 9am - 4pm 
 

We’ve got oodles of great crafters and vendors com-
ing to our Holiday Fair this year.  Now all we need is  
your help!  Watch the narthex for a board where you 
can volunteer to bring items needed 
for the lunch we’re serving, and for 
ways you can help on the day of the 
fair.  This is an ‘all hands on deck’ 
event  which will make the neighbor-
hood aware of us and let them know 
what we have to offer.   

                 Support Lutheran 
                  Campus Ministry  
                    in the Greater 
               Milwaukee Synod 
 

Fall Festival of Fun  
Saturday, Oct 22, 12pm - 4pm  
Gethsemane Lutheran Church 

13200 W Greenfield Ave. 
 
Bring the whole family to enjoy food, 
live music, games for kids and adults, 
a chili cook-off, pumpkin decorating 
and prizes for best costumes. Tickets 
for food and games can be purchased 
at the event.  
 

On Sunday, November 6th, we 
will be remembering those of 
our congregation who have died 
in the last year.  We will also 
remember friends and relatives 
who have gone before us.  If you 

would like to have someone remembered  dur-
ing this service, there are forms to fill out in the 
narthex, or you can call or email the church 
office.   
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Looking At Our Future 

Pastor’s Corner 

 

 My   term call is almost  over  
here  at  First  Lutheran,  but that  
does not mean I am leaving soon!   
But it is a time where the synod or 
outside consultants offer an opportunity to check on 
how the call is going and if the church and pastor contin-
ue to be a good match for each other.  It’s not necessari-
ly a referendum on me as a pastor but it is a chance to 
share with our leadership how things are going.  What is 
going well?  What do we need to work on?  What do you 
want from a pastor?  Has your understanding changed 
during the last two and half years?  If you have com-
ments, observations or critiques to share please feel free 
to reach out to members of our council.   
 Our Mission Team is considering working with the 

two coaches that the synod Mission Developer Matt 

Short recommended to us.  We talked about working 

with them to discern a call and plan for ministry with 

Saint John’s this fall.  Many of the same things we would 

have done with St. John’s apply to our own congrega-

tion. Having consultants can help us determine a future 

call of the congregation and my call to lead it.  The mis-

sion team has done lots of good work and now it is time 

to gain clarity and words to describe our mission, values, 

partnerships, and vision for the future.  Then our direc-

tion as a church, as well as our invitation and work in the 

community, is less ethereal and more grounded in a 

communal identity.  That  clear identity can guide a ro-

bust and vital future with the leadership that is needed 

for a changing culture and community.  I hope that my 

leadership within this community is affirmed but I also 

desire that the congregation has clarity about their pur-

pose and future that goes beyond any one leader or in-

dividual vision.  That means we want to hear your 

dreams, visions, and commitments to being a part of the 

future here at First.  I hope you will be a part of the work 

and conversation with the Mission Team and Consult-

ants and we can all experience and name a clear mission 

and direction for First Lutheran as we move forward to-

gether! 

                                                      Pastor Josh 

 
    
The Mission Team 
is considering work-
ing with consultants to help clarify the 
identity and possibilities of First Luther-
an to live into God’s call. The consulting 
team of Andrew Fetters and Casey Sug-
den, two ELCA pastors, offered a video 
meeting with the Church council and 
members of the Church following the 
September 18th service, as well as a live 
interview with the Mission Team and 
church members on September 21.     
 

Meanwhile, events continue to build 
friendships between First and neighbor-
ing churches.  Mike and Greta Plicka will 
speak at Mt. Hope Lutheran about our 
food pantry.  We are co-hosting a pet 
blessing at United Methodist Church on 
October 1.  We will be inviting members 
from other churches to our Craft fair 
November 12 and a Trivia Night to be 
scheduled around Mardi Gras. 
       

    Gayle Falk 

October is Pastor Appreciation 
month.  Don’t forget to take 
the time to let Pastor Josh 
know how much he means to you 
and to First Lutheran.! 
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Council News & More! 

From the Council President 
 

Our joint service with St. John's and Luther Memorial churches followed by a "brat" cookout  was well attend-
ed.  The Pastors and musicians collaborated to make it an interesting and enlightening service. 
 

After a couple of months of phone calls and contacts we finally have a solid bid to re-activate our fire alarm 
system.  We received a bid which was much more than we had anticipated.  We will be talking to another com-
pany this week and will continue to explore it in hopes of meeting code and still keep costs in line. 
 

We had our first Wednesday evening service on the first Wednesday of September and will continue to do so 
on the first Wednesday of the month until we can assess the congregational interest. 
 

Coffee and... will be starting up again in October.  Carolyn Moncher has run this program for years for which 
we owe her a great big Thank You.  We are looking for volunteers to take over for each Sunday.  Either sign the 
sign up sheet in the narthex or contact Barb in the office if you can help out. 
 

Lori Marquez has resigned from the church council after having served for several years, due to an overloaded 
schedule.  She will continue her work on the Stewardship program and Sunday School.  Thanks, Lori. 
 

Jeanie Stummeier will be moving out of the West Allis area.  She will no longer be a part of the church council 
and the Mission Planning Team.  She and Cooper will no longer be greeters on Sunday mornings.  
Thanks Jeanie and Cooper and God bless your new home. 
 
Werner Bayer, Church Council President 

Operation Christmas Stocking  

 

Operation Christmas Stocking is a year 
around project that provides gift bags for res-
idents at Serenity Inns and visitors to  First 
Lutheran’s Food Pantry, and stockings filled 
with age appropriate items for the children/
grandchildren of our Food Pantry visitors. 
 

You can help us out by donating the following 
items: 
• Left over Halloween candy 
• Mason jars (any color) 
• Christmas mugs (we need about 25) 
• We also accept cash donations to pur-

chase the above items. 

 

Respectfully submitted 
Co/Chairs Greta Plicka/Colleen Siarnicki 
 

Living In The Present 

 

During Martin Luther’s great struggle to re-
form the church in the 16th century, the Holy 
Roman Emperor sought to silence him. So he 
spent some lonely months in Wartburg Castle 
under protective custody. There, as he fought 
despair, Luther scribbled the words “I am 
baptized” on his desktop as a reminder that 
he was living according to an ongoing call 
from God. He did not write, “I was baptized” 
but used the present-tense verb. For he right-
ly understood that in his baptism, God had 
adopted him as his son, and no human could 
take that from him. 

 

Later, in his Large Catechism, Luther wrote: 
“To be baptized in God’s name is to be bap-
tized not by human beings but by God him-
self. Although it is performed by human 
hands, it is nevertheless truly God’s own act.” 

—from The Wired Word 
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On August 28th we welcomed 
clergy and parishioners for wor-
ship and fellowship.  The worship 
service included a choir anthem 
by members of all three churches. 
After the worship service, guests 
could take a guided tour of the 
church or walk around on their 
own.   

We were glad to have an oppor-
tunity to share with others a 
little of what we have to offer.  
Everyone was  treated to a pic-
nic lunch of hotdogs or brats, 
and a chance to enjoy more fel-
lowship together.   
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What Our Members Have Been Doing…. 

We were invited to Apostle 
Presbyterian for a program on  
the Salem Witch Trials present-
ed by Jessica Michna.  After the 
program we enjoyed a delicious 
lunch and fellowship. 

Joy Dowd’s son and his family (L) 
enjoyed a day at the ballpark to 
watch the Brewers after Joy won 
tickets from a raffle at Mike Plicka’s 
American Legion post.  Her grand-
son caught a 19 1/2” large mouth 
bass while vacationing near Cran-
don, WI.   

Deb Johnson (L) takes 
Simona to The Lutheran 
Home in Wauwatosa 
each week where resi-
dents enjoy an oppor-
tunity for some puppy 
love.  The quilt to the 
right was made by our 
quilters and will be 
raffled at our Holiday 
Craft & Vendor Fair. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Birthdays 
 

10/1     Gail Sopa 
10/3     Marie LePage 
10/11   Linda Grulke 
10/11   Donna Schwartz 
10/15   Samuel Guthrie 
10/17   Earl Casto 
10/22   Gloria Grassell 
10/22   Gary Hanson 
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This ‘n That Around Here 

        

                    As a  community we pray for those with 
                    immediate needs of healing and strength:   

 

                     Scott Ehlers, Marissa Guijo, Warren  
                    Hirschhinger, Samantha Logston, Roger 
and Tina Ritz, Sandy Wymelenberg, Barb, Hannah, 
Jeremy, Becky, Steve and Margie  
 
We extend our condolences to Linda Grulke and 
family following the loss of her mother. 
 
 

                                   

                              Don’t Forget to notify  the  church  

                                 office of any address, phone  or  email   
                                 changes!   

  

                                  Need pastoral care? 
Please  remember to notify the church office if you are ill or 
hospitalized so that we can offer prayer and support direct-
ly to you.  If  you  have  a  pastoral emergency during non-
office hours (death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) con-
tact Pastor Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2. 

    
                   Which king allowed — even encour- 
                    aged — the Judean exiles to return 
                 to Jerusalem and rebuild the temple?  
 

A. Cyrus of Persia  
B. Tiglath-pileser of Assyria  
C. Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon  
D. Hiram of Tyre  
 

Answer: See Ezra 1:1-4  

Join us for worship on Wednesday 
evening, October 5th at 6 p.m. 

Anniversaries 
 

10/26 Dan & Gail Sopa  48 yrs.      

"God is a busy worker,  
    but he loves help." 
        — Basque proverb 
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If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 
First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

7400 W. Lapham St. 
West Allis, WI   

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
Worship With Us: 

 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Oct. 5th at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 


