
 

 

 

 

News & Views 
First Lutheran Church 

September, 2022 

 

                    Pet’s Blessing 
 
We once again are ready to celebrate one of our favorite events at First Lutheran!  
Our Pet Blessing will be on Saturday, October 1st at 10 a.m.  The Pet Blessing has 
been one of the best ways we have done outreach to our neighborhood in recent 
years, with several new members joining our church because they first brought a 
pet or joined us for the Pet Blessing.  Last year we did the Pet Blessing with mem-
bers of First Methodist and Pastor Sam and I led the short service.   
 
The Pet blessing for me is truly one of the greatest joys I have in ministry.  It’s not 
because I prefer pets to humans, though honestly sometimes that is the case!  But 
the main thing I love about pet blessings is the opportunity to see how the love of 
a pet changes people.  I genuinely believe that loving pets and pets loving us are 
two of the most powerful ways we humans learn to love. 

 
This summer my family moved to a new home and that meant putting our cat Pickles through a lot.  We won-
dered how he would adjust to an old house with multiple levels to explore.  Would he jump into it or be scared 
and want his old life in our condo.  At first he was full of fear.  He didn’t understand stairs and had never tried 
them before.  He spent a lot of time hiding behind the toilet on the main level when he first spent time there.  
But slowly, through small gestures and risks he saw the house as his home. I remember carrying him to the 
windows and letting him hear that the bird sounds outside the condo could be heard outside this house too. 
He realized this new place could be even more full of things to see.  And he 
started exploring his new home and helping us love it more in the process. 
 
A few days after we returned from vacation and he returned from the cat ho-
tel, my wife and I were watching something on the newly hooked up TV and 
Pickles ran into the room and jumped up on our laps!  He was wearing what 
looked like a cobweb beard over his whiskers and he had a look on his face 
that seemed to say, “You guys will not believe what I just did!”   
 
Like having a child doing things independently there is some fear of our little 
cat exploring the corners of our old basement, but it also is inspiring to see 
him have that spirit of curiosity and excitement again, like he did when he was 
a kitten exploring his first home. Whenever we make changes in our life it is 
hard and it takes some time to adjust too.  
                                                                                      Continued on p. 2 
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Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study 
 

Our Lutheran Roots  
Help Us Grow in Mission 

 

After watching Rick Steves’ Guide to the 
Reformation and the film Luther in August, 
as we continue in September we will be 
talking about key parts of the Lutheran 
Story and what makes Lutheran theolo-
gy so unique and good for the times we 
are in now.  This is a great study to partici-
pate in if you are new to the Lutheran 
Church, curious about its origins and be-
liefs, or just want to refresh some of the 
knowledge you might have learned a long 
time ago.   

 

We hope you can join us in the Fireside 
Room or on Zoom on Tuesdays at 10:00 
a.m.   Contact Pastor Josh or the church 
office for more information. 
 

The Return  
of Coffee And… 
 
 Let’s face it, our little church 
has been through a lot the last few 
years and we’ve gone through long periods of be-
ing on our own.  Plenty of our neighbors have gone 
through it too and may be looking for a chance to 
experience a welcoming, friendly community like 
ours.   
 We need to make a little more space and time 
for fellowship so we can enjoy the gift God gives us 
to be together as a community.  That’s why we are 
bringing back Coffee And… after church for the 
whole month of October!   
 So plan to stick around after church!  Learn 
about people you don’t know.  Be curious about 
what people have been up to and what they are 
planning!  Let’s take a month to rekindle friend-
ships and grow our fellowship! 
 We are looking for people to sign up for one 
Sunday a month in October to bring treats and 
make coffee and be friendly hosts of these Coffee 
And… experiences.  We think YOU would be great 
at it!   Please call the office to let us know 
which Sunday in October you would be interested 
in hosting and Barb will fill you in on the details!    

Adult Education  

 

After Church in Septem-
ber we will hear messag-
es from leaders in the 
church and in our community that will 
help us become a more vital congrega-
tion!  Stay tuned for more info!  In Octo-
ber we will have Coffee And...again.   Sign 
up to host in the narthex. 

Pastor’s Post… Continued from p. 1 
 
Pets can teach us so much.  And they can inspire us as they face 
new situations and challenges with bravery and curiosity.  We can 
learn from them if we are curious enough to get on their level.  I 
think of a word that has stuck out to me during our summer wor-
ship, that God “delights” in seeing what we do with our gifts on 
earth and delights in all creation.  We are so blessed by our pets 
and what they can teach us about seeing things with God’s eyes as 
we delight in them as part of God’s amazing creation.  
                                                                                                   Pastor Josh 
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Mission Planning 

 
Following our shared worship and cookout on August 28, the Mission Team is 
launching into fall with renewed  enthusiasm.  
 

We are planning to meet with food pantry personnel from St. John’s to explore ways we can help 
serve their clients.  Additionally, we are inviting speakers from other churches to share their best 
practices with us at education half hour programs following Sunday service. 
 

We are also looking into the possibility of working with coaches (recommended by the Synod) to 
clarify our church identity, values and calling.  A clear understanding of our own values is im-
portant to our ability to invite others into our vision of Church. 
 

Once we feel comfortable in defining our own identity, we want to share that information 
through updated social media and outreach to the community.   

 

First Lutheran has much to share with others, and we are anxious to invite them into the mission 
God is calling us to. 
                Gayle Falk 

    

   It’s Coming 
Soon! 

 
 Our Annual Holiday Craft & Vendor Fair 

 November 12th, 9am - 4pm 
 

We have room for a few more vendors,  so if you 
know of anyone with interesting products or crafts 
to sell, please be sure to have them contact the 
church office for an application.  Vendor applications 
will also be available in the narthex.  We’ll have  a lot 
of interesting food, craft and artistic items for sale, 
so be sure to mark your calendar! 

 

In July the freezer in the Food Pantry broke, and as a result all the food that was in there had to be 
thrown out.  A new freezer has been purchased.   
  

We continue to be grateful for the support we receive from Festival Foods, Feeding America, 
Woman’s Club of West Allis and donations in cash or food from area schools, churches and  
members of our congregation.  We would not be able to operate without the help of our  
volunteers that pick up food, bread, and assist during our Friday operating hours.   
 

Members of the congregation are welcome to visit us on Friday mornings from 10:00-12:00.  
 

 Submitted by:  Mike Plicka and John Horvath 

Sunday School  
starts 

on Sept. 19th 
5:00 p.m. 

with a  
PIZZA PARTY! 

 
New students are always 

welcome!  Contact the 
church office for info. 
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Council News & More! 

From the Council President 
 

Things have changed since I wrote last month's report.  Following our invitation to collaborate 
more closely with St. John's Church , Saint John's chose to move toward Holy Closure. We should 
be praying for them and helping in any way that we can. 
 
The techs from the fire alarm system company is schedule to come on August 23rd and should 
be able to give us a definitive answer as to what needs to be done to our system that will satisfy 
the West Allis Fire Department.   
 
We are planning a cookout after our August 28th service.  We are inviting all of our members to 
participate as well as members of St. John's and Luther Memorial churches.  Mary Anne, the mu-
sic director of Luther Memorial, will be leading a group of singers from the various churches to 
lead the hymn singing. 
 
We are looking forward to our new season in September, now that vacation time is over.  Let's 
all work together to start with a bang and show the vitality that we're able to generate. 
 
 

Werner Bayer, Church Council President 

 

Operation Christmas Stocking  
September 2022 

 
Operation Christmas Stocking is a year around project 
that provides gift bags for residents at Serenity Inns (a 
program supported by the Greater Milwaukee Synod) 
and  clients of First Lutheran’s Food Pantry, and stockings 
filled with age appropriate items for children/grandchild- 
ren of our pantry’s clients.  We would like to thank the 
First Lutheran Church Endowment Committee for their 
generous donation to our program.  You can help us out 
by donating the following items:  

 

• Mason jars (any color) 

• Christmas mugs (we need about 25) 

• Cash donations to purchase  
         the above items. 
 

Respectfully submitted 
Co/Chairs Greta Plicka/Colleen Siarnicki 

There are a lot of ways you can  
volunteer this fall: 
 
• Help with communion set-up 
• Serve as an usher or greeter 
• Volunteer at the food pantry 
• Help with garden maintenance 
• Help with Sunday School 
• Donate treats or help serve  
      coffee on Sunday mornings 
• Call or visit homebound members 
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Always Room In God’s Kingdom 

 

Jesus told a parable about a man who invited his friends and neighbors 
to a banquet, but they declined. So he told his servants to go find anyone who was hungry 
or lonely or in need. Still there was room. “Go out to the roads and country lanes and com-
pel them to come in,” the host said, “so that my house will be full” (Luke 14:23, NIV). 
 

In Searching for Sunday, Rachel Held Evans retells this story and writes: “This is what God’s 
kingdom is like: a bunch of outcasts and oddballs gathered at a table, not because they are 
rich or worthy or good, but because they are hungry, because they said yes. And there’s 
always room for more.” 
 

We’re all “outcasts and oddballs” in one way or another! May we know that God warmly 
invites us to his banquet — for no reason but that we’re hungry. 

Pastor Josh, Sarah and Paul enjoyed a much needed 
vacation out East.  Clockwise from above:  Pastor Josh 
is standing by the pulpit from Moby Dick, one of the 
most famous sermons in all of literature, Sarah and 
Paul toured her old school, Pastor Josh enjoyed a lob-
ster roll in Newport, Rhode Island, and a view of the 
beach in Newport.     
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SUMMER FUN 

 

Fun Fact:   
 
 

This year the State Fair sold: 
320,000 Original Cream Puffs, 
13,000 Blue Ribbon Brownies 
5,000 Chocolate Chip Cookies  

This summer Eli (left) enjoyed his 
State Fair pickles.  Dale Phillippo 
(below) went to the fair with his 
daughters and granddaughter.  
They picked up a bacon wrapped 
hot dog with maple syrup on a 
frosted long john pastry on a 
stick for Sharon (which she said 
she won’t be eating again!).  
Steve Johnson (below left) loved 
his cream puff! 

Colleen’s dogs, Penny and Dino 
(right) hang out in the back yard.  
Sharon & Dale’s grand dog, 
Charlotte, (right) enjoyed a boat 
ride.   

Matt’s choir (below left), An Excep-
tional Chorus, sang in Nashville at 
the Country Music Hall of Fame and 
on a riverboat. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Birthdays 
 

9/3   Jeanette Zeinert 
9/12  Jesse Rofritz 
9/14  Jeanie Stummeier 
9/18  Sharan Kruschka 
9/22  Mary McNeal 
9/27  Dale Phillippo 
9/30  Werner Bayer 
9/30  Sharon Phillippo 
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This ‘n That Around Here 

        

                     As a  community we pray for those with 
                     immediate needs of healing and strength:   

 

                     Scott Ehlers, Marissa Guijo, Warren Hirsch- 
                     hinger, Samantha Logston, Lynne Privatt, 
Roger and Tina Ritz, Sandy Wymelenberg, Hannah,  
Becky, Mike, Steve, Curtis and Margie  

                                   

                              Don’t Forget to notify  the  church  

                                 office of any address, phone  or  email   
                                 changes!   

  

                                  Need pastoral care? 
Please  remember to notify the church office if you are ill or 
hospitalized so that we can offer prayer and support direct-
ly to you.  If  you  have  a  pastoral emergency during non-
office hours (death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) con-
tact Pastor Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2. 

    
                     Besides being known for his proverbs  
                     about wise living, King Solomon was  
                     knowledgeable in other fields, including 
                     which of the following?  
 
A. zoology, including ornithology and ichthyology 
B. botany 
C. herpetology 
D. songwriting 
E. A and C 
F. B and D 
G. All of the above 
 
Answer: See 1 Kings 4:29-34 

Join us for worship on Wednesday 
evening, September 7th at 6 p.m. 

Anniversaries 
 

9/22     Colleen & Spencer Siarnicki    21 yrs. 

 

 I wanted you to know that things 
are going well for Jean and I at our new 
home in Lexington VA. Summer has been 
busy, we just returned from a trip to the 
Lucca province of Italy with three of our 
daughters where we visited my grand-
father’s birthplace in the Tuscan moun-
tains.    
 Enjoyed the "News & Views", it was 
good to read that FLC is moving ahead 
with Pastor Josh at the helm    

 

Blessings to All, 
Earl 

“Some of our greatest blessings 
call us  'grandma' and 

'grandpa.'”  
 

Grandparents day is on September 11th this 
year.  We have grandparent books in the 
church office that you can fill out with your 
child which have a place to include memories 
of your own and memories you’ve made to-
gether.   
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If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 
First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

7400 W. Lapham St. 
West Allis, WI   

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
Worship With Us: 

 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Sept. 7th at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 


