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Our soul waits for the LORD; God is our help and shield.
Our heart is glad in God, because we trust in God’s holy name.

Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you.
Psalm 33: 20-22

See Pastor Josh's reflection on Psalm 33 on the following page



Pastor’s—

WXPost

A REFLECTION FROM PASTOR JOSH ON PSALM 33

Those of you who have been coming to worship this summer may have noticed that we have been using a
Psalm as our Call to Worship just before the Confession and Absolution/Forgiveness at the beginning of the
service. | like this new arrangement because psalms are often very accessible. They invite our emotions
through descriptions of fears, trials, joys and praise. The psalms though written thousands of years ago are
texts that take us through the whole experience of human life... back then and today. They always acknow-
ledge the presence of God through low points and high points, something we do when we confess our sins and
hear the good news of forgiveness as we gather for worship.

As we as a congregation continue to learn and live into our call and mission identity in new ways, we can
lean on Scripture like Psalm 33 to help us through the ups and downs. The text from Psalm 33 that you saw on
the cover of the newsletter reminds us that we are surrounded and held up by God’s hesed, which is the He-
brew word meaning “steadfast love”.

The words of the Psalmist remind us what happens when we allow our souls to “wait for the Lord”. God

shows up in our lives as a help and a shield so that our hearts can be glad. When our hearts are glad we lose
track of the fears that normally run through our brains and keep us from seeing God all around us! When our
hearts are glad in God and we are freed from these fears we are able to live into hope for tomorrow. That's
also what happens when we confess and receive God’'s word of forgiveness and when we remember our bap-
tism at the start of a service. We start over again. It restores our righteousness through inviting God's grace
in. We remember God'’s love for us, and our hope is renewed so that we can have the courage to trust. Trust
is a courageous act. As | tell the couples | have been walking with in pre-marital counseling, trust is the most
important thing in any relationship. That includes our relationship with God. The word for faith in Greek, pis-
tis, can also be translated as trust. This acknowledges the close relationship between faith and trust. We trust
in God’s love which is true and strong even when we don’t feel that way. As we move into a future where we
don’t know exactly what will come next for us at First, it can feel like the places where we put our faith aren’t
as trustworthy as they once were, but we know God is trustworthy and is the reason for our faith. Wherever
the future brings us God will be there to meet us.
Pastor Josh

TUESDAY
MORNING
BIBLE STUDY

It’s Coming Soon!

Please join us in August! PBS' Rick Steves —
will give us a free tour of Europe, as we Our Annual Holiday Craft & Vendor Fair
learn about the places where our denomi- is back, and will be held on November 12th.

nation began. We’ll follow that by watch-
ing the 2002 movie "Luther" starring Jo- We're in the process of taking applications now, so if you

seph Fiennes, Sir Peter Ustinov, Alfred Mo- know of anyone with interesting products or crafts to sell,
lina, and many others. We hope you can please be sure to have them contact the church office for
join us in the Fireside Room or on Zoom on an application. Vendor applications will also be available in
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. Contact Pastor the narthex.

Josh or the church office for more infor-
mation.




Wission Planning

After a long struggle to determine their future, members of St. John’s Lutheran voted July 17 to go for-
ward with Holy Closure. Assisted by the Synod, the church will close their church, liquidate their holdings and
make plans to honor their legacy. (See letter below)

The Mission Team from First had been working with St. John’s to determine if there was a way for us to
partner. We will now shift to finding ways to support them during their closing. While the route to work
with Saint John's on a formal partnership is no longer available, the possibilities for continuing relationships
between our members continue.

We will continue to share services and events during this time, including the service and cookout here
on August 28" with St. John’s and Luther Memorial.

Meanwhile the Mission Team will continue to explore ways to work with other ELCA churches, including
Luther Memorial, and neighboring churches including Apostle Presbyterian and First United Methodist.

We will also launch into updates of our media and publications (flyers, banners, door hangers) to wel-
come others into church and our services.

Gayle Falk

Printed with Permission from Saint John’s Interim Pastor Maren Hooper

Dear Pastor Josh and First Mission Team,

First off, | want to communicate my deep appreciation for you all, and the
work and heart that went into all the discussions, documents, and presentations!
We have been blessed through our joint worship services and times of fellowship
with you all.

I'm sure you are all curious as to the results of our vote today. This was a
difficult decision facing St. John's, as you know. After months of deliberation, con-
sideration of all our options, and prayer, St. John's voted today to begin the pro-
cess of Holy Closure and Legacy Planning. This was not a decision taken lightly,
and not without mixed emotions and grief.

| hope that you will hear me clearly when | say that this decision is not a re-
jection of First Lutheran or you personally. On the contrary, | think these past few
months have been filled with wonderful opportunities where we've come togeth-
er and begun to get to know each other better. Nothing has been wasted - these
are seeds that can be built upon!

Nevertheless, we trust that God will continue to work in and among us, our
churches and in our community. Soon our members will begin thinking about
where they will find their next spiritual home. Obviously people will have differ-
ent deciding factors, but | would not be surprised to see some of St. John's mem-
bers come your way. You have extended your hands of friendship and partner-
ship, and | believe people have seen and felt your genuineness.

We will not be strangers; indeed we are neighbors. While St. John's is not
pursuing a more formal partnership, | have no doubts that we will continue to
work together in some fashion, for the sake of making Jesus known in our com-
munity.

We will continue to pray for you, as | know you will continue to pray for us!

God's blessings always,
Pastor Maren Hooper




Council News & More!

FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT

After a year of meetings by the Mission Planning Team, and a few months of the pastors and
presidents of four churches meeting at the synod office with Pastor Matt Short, we reached out
to St. John’s Lutheran Church on 55th & Greenfield Ave. in an effort to form a closer relationship
with them. Whether this will end up as a partnership or merger we still don’t know.

On July 10th, Gayle Falk, Marie LePage and | were invited to St. John’s to give a presentation of
what our intentions were. We told them we are interested in engaging in dialogue to form some
sort of partnership with them, using their timeline. St. John’s is having a congregational meeting
on July 17th to decide how to respond to us.

Luther Memorial and St. Paul’s on Wisconsin Ave. were part of the meetings at the synod office,
but both want to take a slower approach to partnership. We are hoping we can still continue to
share services and projects with them, and we would get to know each other better.

The church council will take a summer break and not meet in July, although the executive com-
mittee did meet to discuss the fire alarm system.

We have hired a firm for $201.00 to send technicians in to evaluate our fire alarm system, which
the fire department emphatically said we must repair, and tell us what needs to be done and a
firm cost. We are waiting for the technicians to come in and give us a report.

| hope you’re all having a good summer.

Werner Bayer, Church Council President

Sam (R) skated in the

Greendale 4th of July
parade while Lori &
Karlie (Below) cheered

Werner & the Crooners, along with Lisa and Gary, provided music
for the July 6th evening service.

Jackie & Werner Bayer’s grand-
son Matt (L) was thrilled with
the train given to him after
Werner won it at the craft fair.
The train was made by Joe
Armato. Callie (R) is Lavone
Reis’ new kitten.




Yo, Ho, Holy!
Was a Success!

A lot of fun was had
by all at Vacation Bible
School on JUIZ\ 23rd. =5
Thanks to the helpers, S e Mark your calendars
those who donated, ’ LY for August 28th when
the committee that & S , ,
donated the curricu- - o we'll host St. John’s and Luther Me-
lum, and especially, T morial for worship and a cookout
THE KIDS! s afterward. Watch for information
; ! on how you can contribute to this

fun occasion.

WE’RE HAVING
A CookourT!

Sunday school will
begin on Sept. 17
at 9 am. Contact
the church office
for more infor-
mation.

A few Bible books have
only one chapter. Which
of the following is not
among them?

A. Obadiah D. 2 John
B. Philemon E. 3 John
C. 1John F. Jude

For the answer, check the board
outside the church office.l

August
Birthdays

8/19 Deborah Johnson

RHENCT | 8/22 SusanWint
AUGUST ;2 oo

See you
More pitires ™ next year, August Anniversaries
MGTZY! 8/27 Randy & Donna Schwartz 6 yrs.




We #ad a Wedding!

St — |

Pastor Josh and the
kids at the wedding
splashed guests with
water as part of a
Thanksgiving for Bap-
tism.

June 21st might have
been a warm day, but
that didn’t dampen the
spirits of everyone in
attendance at the wed-
ding. It was a joyous
occasion!

CONGRATULATIONS AND MANY BLESSINGS
TO CHRISTINA AND TERRANCE STEWARD!



This n That Around Here

As a community we pray for those with
immediate needs of healing and strength:

]{;,j, (Oyr Scott Ehlers, Marissa Guijo, Warren Hirsch-
J rayer hinger, Samantha Logston, Lynne Privatt,
Roger and Tina Ritz, Sandy Wymelenberg, Hannah,
Becky, Mike, Steve, Curtis and Margie

/Ll-" /é / 6{/ Don’t Forget to notify the church office of

P\% any address, phone or email changes!
)
eminaer Need pastoral care?

Please remember to notify the church office if you are ill or
hospitalized so that we can offer prayer and support directly to
you. If you have a pastoral emergency during non-office
hours (death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) contact Pastor
Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2.

. wednesday

0‘5“‘“ Join us for worship on Wednesday

== —= evening, August 3rd, at 6 p.m.

Find us on

Facebook

Colleen & Spencer saw the
goats on the roof of Al
Johnson’s in Door County.
Cooper (top right) relaxes
on the balcony. Harvey and
Hazel Bakkum (R) had fun
on the family farm.

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

First Lutheran Church offers a variety of op-
portunities for congregation members and
their families to apply for scholarships. The
2022 West Allis West Milwaukee Recreation &
Community Activity Guide will be coming out
soon, which offers many classes for all ages.
You might be interested in taking a class in
cooking, photography, art or American Sign
Language (if offered in the Fall). Share your
experience and tips in our monthly news-
letter.

Scholarship Grant Guidelines:
Scholarship grants are meant to strengthen
and encourage Lutheran higher education and
ELCA professional ministry in particular, in-
cluding the ordained ministry, ministry of mu-
sic, youth ministry and ministry to FLC.
Applicants shall be limited to active
members and/or employees of First Luther
Church: active membership shall be as de-
fined by the Church Constitution.
Grants shall be awarded according to the
following priorities:
e College students:
* ELCA Seminary students
* College students (priority given to
accredited Lutheran colleges).
Persons attending workshop, seminars,
educational classes and other Parish train-
ing opportunities.
Vocational Programs/Apprenticeships
Programs:
* Two year College requiring certifica-
tion or diploma.
* Trade/Apprenticeship Programs re-
quiring certificate programs.
Provide opportunities and support for
students/adults with physical and intellec-
tual disabilities.
* Think College
* Transition and Post-Secondary Pro
grams

Details of these programs can be found on the
U.S Department of Education and Think Col-
lege web-sites.

Greta Plicka

Wy
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
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E-mail: firstlutheranelca@att.net
Phone: 414-476-4664

Worship With Us:

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
July 6th at 6:00 p.m.

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis
(414)476-4664

If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact the church office.



