
 

 

 

News & Views 
First Lutheran Church 

July, 2022 

Pastor’s Corner 
 
 

          The Surfing Pastor                                                    
 

 I mentioned in a recent sermon that as part of my 
seminary studies, I was assigned an internship site in 
Honolulu, Hawaii.  I am sure many parishioners were 
surprised to hear that I had lived on an island for a 
year.  When I visited my friend in Chicago in June, and 
he took me to a sushi restaurant near the synod office, 
he asked me if I was comfortable eating that type of 
food. I explained how as a rural Midwesterner I hadn’t 
had much sushi but when I lived in Hawaii my parish-
ioners taught me to love it and now it has become 
comfort food.  Trying new things can be difficult and 
sushi for many of us is a bridge too far-- but for me it is 
a recognition that habits can change.   
 My experience in Hawaii taught me many things, 
especially that sometimes being uncomfortable and 
feeling different could be the best lessons to help me 
understand my own identity and capabilities.  Living in 
Hawaii was an amazing experience, from learning to 
love sushi, taking the time to fail at surfing many times 
before finally standing up on my board, shopping for 
groceries in a neighborhood where few people looked 
like me and being offered food with interesting names.  
It all taught me so much about who I was and what was 
possible. 
 I lived in the Makiki Neighborhood, where Barry 
Obama grew up before he became known as Barack.  I 
played basketball with the Samoans at the neighbor-
hood courts and I wondered if it was where a future 
President honed his love for the game…and did he have 
to play against people that looked like the Rock? 
 Even though it was challenging living on an island 
far away  from  continents,  like being  time zones away  
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Pastor’s Corner Cont. 
from friends and family, being in such an amazing place was an experience that was a struggle at times but I 
now cherish and remember fondly.  
 Hawaii was also where I really learned to love collaborative ministries.  My intern ministry project was to 
create a collaborative youth ministry on the island of Oahu which we were able to do successfully using the 
Lutheran Youth of North Seattle (LYONS) model that friends of mine had created earlier.  Getting Hawaiian pas-
tors to cooperate and commit like this was described as “herding cats” but we were able to create a new min-
istry together pretty efficiently. 
 Perhaps my greatest learning experience was being invited to a group of campus ministers at the Universi-
ty of Hawaii, which was in the Manoa neighborhood, an easy walk from Makiki.  I was in charge of young adult 
ministries at my church and this got my foot in the door with one of the most unique and diverse groups of 
church leaders I’ve been a part of.  The leaders of the campus ministries at the University of Hawaii had been 
rivals and competitors for much of their existence, and at a time when less and less college students sought 
out a connection with the church, many were struggling.  Instead of competing they decided to work together 
and share leadership of a weekly coffeehouse and variety show, and campus-wide worship services and prayer 
gatherings, each using a different form of liturgy and worship.   
 The witness I heard from some of these campus ministers fueled my curiosity and desire to join them and 
learn what they were learning together.  The connections began socially among the young ministers assigned 
campus ministry positions, and then spilled over into the more structured collaboration.  I remember that the 
conversations we had after the coffeehouses were so enriching and inspiring for me. I was able hear from a 
young, faithful Assemblies of God member, who through his friendship with an Episcopalian minister piqued 
his curiosity in the prayer traditions and liturgy of Catholic, Episcopalian and Lutheran worship.  He would get 
so excited when he talked about the Prayer of Saint Francis.  His passion for and knowledge of the Book of 
Acts, the central guide for his church, was an inspiration to those from mainline Protestant backgrounds like 
me.  One night a group of us stayed late talking with a student who was about to go home to New York City 
and his Jewish Orthodox parents after cutting his hair and changing his practices, and we prayed under the 
stars on the steps of the coffeehouse asking for God’s guidance and presence to be known amid all our faith 
journeys and questions. 
 Experience in this group and the joy of connection and learning was a Godsend for me.  Having to explain 
why I was a Lutheran, what I liked about it and what I didn’t was a liberating form of learning what most semi-
naries and churches don’t provide.  Listening to others’ stories of faith helped me value their denominational 
contributions and differences, and helped me know my own identity and strengthened my beliefs in my own 
faith.  As we continue to explore partnerships and learn about other churches like Saint John’s, I remember the 
value of meeting people from different churches in Hawaii.  The lessons of Hawaii help me believe that change 
is possible, and interaction with other communities can lead us to deeper connection with our own history and 
identity. 

     Pastor Josh 

Evening Worship 
Services 

with special music 
6:00 p.m. 

July 6th and August 3rd 
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Tuesday  
Morning 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

You really need to join us on  Tuesday 
mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside 
Room or on Zoom!  We’re watching 
the third season of “The Chosen”, the 
story of the life of Christ, as well as 
having interesting discussions about 
His disciples who WERE ‘the chosen’.  
New members are always welcome to 
join the study.  You don’t need to have 
seen previous episodes to get some-
thing out of the discussions and mov-
ie.  You ALL know Jesus’ story!  It’s ALL 
fascinating!  Contact Pastor Josh or 
the church office for more infor-
mation. 

What’s Happening Here? 

SAVE THE DATE!  
Vacation Bible School 
Saturday, July 23rd 

 

Ages 4 - those entering 6th grade.   

Children will learn water and  

Treasure-related Bible stories, 

Enjoy crafts, face painting, and have a 
pirate photo-op! 

Snacks and lunch will be provided.    

Please register by July 16th  

Contact the church office  
for registration information.   

 

 The Mission Team has been reaching out to other churches to explore 
how we can share ministries and fellowship with them.  During an adult education hour, Mt. Hope shared 
information about their Hope Closet which provides free clothing for people who are without a permanent 
home or in transition.  They invited us to share resources and to offer referrals.  
 We shared a celebration of Pentecost on June 5 with Luther Memorial and St. John’s.  The service 
offered a chance to visit Luther Memorial, hear special music presentations and meet people from those con-
gregations.  
 On June 14 our Bible Study group visited Apostle Presbyterian to enjoy a program on vaudeville.  Eight of 
our members attended and enjoyed the presentation and a wonderful chicken salad lunch. 
 Because of our close relationship with St. John’s, we are sharing a Sunday service there on July 3.  Fol-
lowing that, we will be presenting information there the following week to invite them to join us in exploring 
ways to work together in ministry going forward.   
 Plans are currently underway to share a joint service and cookout with St. John’s  and Luther Memorial 

at First Lutheran in August.  Plans for social events like a trip to a Brewer game and a trivia night are also be-

ing developed.  All these events offer us a chance to meet and develop relationships with our colleagues at 

other churches. 
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Connecting With the Synod 

From the Council President 

 

Pastor Josh, Marie LePage, Jesse Rofritz and I attended the annual Greater Milwaukee 
Synod convention at the Italian Community Center on May 20th & 21st.  We re-elected 
Bishop Paul Erickson for another 6-year term.   
 

The keynote speaker on Friday evening was Krish O’mara Vignarajah, who is serving as Presi-
dent and CEO  of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service.  She also served as Policy Direc-
tor to former first lady Michelle Obama, and as senior advisor at the State Dept. under Secre-
taries of State Hillary Clinton and John Kerry.  She gave a moving speech about the role of the 
church in immigration and refugee service.  That ties in closely with First Lutheran Church and 
Pastor Josh’s  involvement with the Afghan refugees at Ft. McCoy. 
 

The overall emphasis was on the ELCA being all embracing of others not like us, i.e. color, eth-
nicity, origin and sexual orientation.   
 

There was extensive discussion about memorials and resolutions.   
 

Votes were taken for: 
• the church to support and actively participate in resolving the issues of climate change.  

This includes making necessary energy efficient improvements to our buildings, and ob-
taining electricity from clean sources.  

• to support educators in their effort to teach curriculum at age appropriate times about 
race and LGBTQIA communities.   

• to fill openings in the Discipline Committee and the Synod Council 
 

There was extensive discussion on the budget.  The Synod, not unlike many churches, includ-
ing ours, is forced to transfer a total of $129,295 from an undesignated reserve fund for the 
coming year.   
 

The Greater Milwaukee Synod is in the top 10 givers in the ELCA and distributes 52% of its in-
come to the greater church. 
 

Werner Bayer, Church Council President 

                                         Lutherdale Bible Camp Opportunities 
 
• Dinners on the Lake, July 29 & Aug. 12.  Enjoy a fish fry dinner overlooking Lauderale Lake 

• 50Forward - Faith formation & educational programs for adults.  
Includes prayer, Bible Study, conversation, lunch & a program 
such as Honey Harvest, Good News-Good Brews, and Succulent 
Container Gardening 

• Youth and Adult Retreats 

• Travel Ministry 

• Lutherdalefest & quilt auction; includes silent auction, food 
concessions, baked goods, pontoon rides, crafts, fabric sale 

 

Go to lutherdale.org for more information! 
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Craft Fair Fun! 

The Father’s Day Vendor/Craft Fair had all of its tables 
reserved for the June 11th event.  Our attendees had a 
large variety of merchandise to choose from, including 
walking sticks, baked goods and much more.  Our guests 
were able to purchase pulled pork sandwiches, hot dogs, 
baked beans, beverages and a variety of chips.   

 

We would like to thank: 
• The Food Pantry for donating the meat for the sand-

wiches.   
• Spencer Siarnicki and Dave Grulke for preparing the 

pulled pork. 
• Church Secretary Barb Reed for creating and printing 

our advertising materials.  
• The Quilters for donating two beautiful quilts. 
• Members of the congregation for donating buns, con-

diments, paper products, beverages and items for the 
raffle table.  

• The helpers that set up and moved tables to their 
designated locations, and our set up and clean up 
crews. 

 

We hope to see you all at our next fair - our Holiday Craft 
& Vendor Fair, on November 12th. 
 

Submitted by: Colleen Siarnicki/Greta Plicka 
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Summer News 

 

 

Members of First went to Apostle 
Presbyterian for a program on 
the history of vaudeville present-
ed by  Nancy Weiss McQuide 
(above), followed by a delicious 
luncheon.   

 

Steve & Deb (L) enjoyed an Alas-
kan glacier cruise.   

Having a Wed. evening 
service enabled Lavone 
(L) to attend worship.  
Nice to see her!  

 

Lori & Joel (R) vacationed 
in Hawaii while Sam 
(below L) had a chance to 
go fishing with his uncle.  

 

Thanks to Matt (Below) 
for mowing and cleaning 
up our landscape! 

The Grabers’ cat, Pickles, is VERY 
comfy on a bed.  Watch for an 
article by Pickles in the next 
newsletter! 



 

 

 

 

 

    

                                                      In Luke 15 Jesus tells three para- 
                     bles. Which of the following is not  
                     one of them?  
 
A. The Parable of the Lost Sheep  
B. The Parable of the Lost Son  
C. The Parable of the Lost Pearl  
D. The Parable of the Lost Coin  
 
Answer: See Luke 15:1-32 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

July Birthdays 
 

7/11    Greta Plicka 
7/16   Joyce Gardner 
7/17   Gary Biorn 
7/18   Matt Grulke 
7/26   Mike Plicka 
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This ‘n That Around Here 

        

                   As a  community we pray for those with 
                   immediate needs of healing and strength:   

 

                    Larry Chacon,   Austin Cyrus,   Scott Ehlers,  
                   John Isaacson, Samantha Logston, Paul 
Moncher, Lynne Privatt, Roger and Tina Ritz, Audrey 
Wiefelspuetz, Pr. Dean Willich, Sandy Wymelenberg, 
Pat Zuback, Becky, Mike, Steve, Curtis and Margie  

                                   
                                  Don’t Forget to notify  the  church office 

                                      of any address, phone  or  email  changes!   

  
                                  Need pastoral care? 
Please  remember to notify the church office if you are ill or 
hospitalized so that we can offer prayer and support directly to 
you.  If  you  have  a  pastoral emergency during non-office 
hours (death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) contact Pastor 
Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2. 

July Anniversaries 
 

7/18    Dennis & Jamie Schoberg   16 yrs. 

 

 
 
 
• On July 3rd, worship will be 

held at St. John’s at 9:00 
a.m. 

 

• On July 6th, evening worship 
will be held at 6pm. 

 

• There is no church council 
meeting in July. 

 
 
 
 
We’ll need volunteers for Vacation Bible School! 
You can help on the day of the event, or offer 
to help prepare crafts or shop for food and sup-
plies.  Watch the Sunday bulletins and signs in 
the narthex for how you can contribute! 

Adult Education 
After Church: 
 

This summer after worship services we will 
take some time to find out about other church-
es in our area and churches that might  inspire 
First Lutheran in some way.   Be ready for some 
special guests and power points that inspire us 
to see church in a new way, through the wit-
ness and creative ministries of other churches. 
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If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 
First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

7400 W. Lapham St. 
West Allis, WI   

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
Worship With Us: 

 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
July 6th at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 


