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Pastor’s Corner 
 

Exploring New Blends 
 

ear·nest1 
/ˈərnəst/adjective 

 resulting from or showing sincere and intense 
 conviction. 

 

 As First Lutheran continues to explore poten-
tial partnerships with congregations in our area, 
we do so earnestly and with hope for the future.  
Remember the two disciples in Luke 24, who meet 
a stranger on the road to Emmaus, only to be sur-
prised that the company they find on the way was 
Jesus, risen from the dead?  These men have a 
plan and expect to get to a specific destination.  
With burning hearts, Luke’s gospel tells us that, 
“They got up and returned at once to Jerusa-
lem” (Luke 24:33). They had a plan, but because of 
how Jesus meets them on the way, their path and 
plan is changed.  They recognize the value of their 
experience and witness, and they turn around and 
head back to Jerusalem to share this experience.  
We also walk a road, expecting God to surprise us, 
and also to be with us each step of the way. 
 When I first met with the leaders of First Lu-
theran Church in January of 2020, we did not know 
where the Spirit would lead us.  We did not know 
the year that would await us.  Most of us had no 
understanding of the existence of a virus in China 
that would soon reshape and threaten lives 
throughout the world.  But we also did not know 
the good that would be discovered on our un-
charted path these past two and half years.   
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Father’s Day  

CRAFT FAIR  
June  11th, 9am - 3pm 

 

Vendors’ merchandise includes  
walking sticks, wood products,  jewelry, 
artwork, baked goods and much more.!   

 
Pulled pork sandwiches & hot dogs  

for lunch.   
Hope to see you there! 

  
Handicap Accessible 

 
Evening Worship 

Services 
6:00 p.m. 

June 1st, July 6th 
and August 3 
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Pastor’s Corner Cont. 
This little church and I have adjusted our plans and grown in ways that we would not have predicted 
would be part of our journey.  But a lot of what has been experienced and learned has come through 
the earnest desire to follow God’s call together evident in our first meetings. 
 Now as we begin more serious dialogue with other congregations, considering the shape of 
shared futures and blended ministries, we do so with a desire for plans and the wisdom to know that 
our plans do not always turn out the way we expect.  And remembering, the first step will not be the 
only step. We make the way trusting Jesus to be with us one step at a time.  
 What I have leaned on and noticed in these discussions is the earnest participation of all those 
involved.  And of all the resources, gifts and challenges we identify, that quality of earnest delibera-
tion and honest conversation may be the most valuable resource we have.  We also laugh and joke 
opened up by the candor in the room. 
 I do not know where the Spirit will lead us.  I am grateful for the earnest participation of the con-
gregation and council on May 15th, as we made a list of negotiables and non-negotiables to guide us 
as we enter these conversations.  It’s hard to talk about some of these possibilities, and the urgency 
of our own situation is not as dire as other congregations, but we know we need to explore these 
possibilities now.  While I am grateful that many members see the possibility of “blending” ministries 
with other churches as essential for our future, I can see a multiverse of ways God could reveal paths 
through this moment and those to come.   
 In my experience of ecumenical and collaborative ministries, I have always found that having dia-
logue with people from different communities often reveals the strengths and gifts of your own com-
munity.  That has been true during this mission exploration and collaborative discernment with other 
congregations as well.   
 After a long hazy recovery from pandemic ministry, I can see possibilities for how we as First Lu-
theran could exist and thrive on our own with a purpose and identity like I presented in those first 
meetings with the call committee and council 15 months ago.  I believe that reality is possible, but 
also think careful discernment of other partners and many options for “blending” is how we remain 
earnest in our walk together and our response to the gospel in this time and place.  Thank you for 
walking with me and meeting others on the path.     Pastor Josh 

the first step toward getting somewhere  

is to decide you’re not going to stay where you are 

… j.p. morgan 

“We actually pulled up across the street from your church, 
not realising we were next to a church. We were looking for 
somewhere on our phone for somewhere to worship and 
then looked up and saw the church and that the service was 
due to start. We said to each other that God had led us to 
your church and so we quickly came in.  We were lucky to 
hear such an inspiring sermon, appreciating fully the difficul- 
ties being experienced in both our countries.”  
Best wishes, Trevor and Liz Lister from the island of Jersey 
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Tuesday  
Morning 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

You really need to join us on  Tuesday 
mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside 
Room or on Zoom!  We’re watching 
the second season of “The Chosen”, 
the story of the life of Christ, as well as 
having interesting discussions about 
his disciples who WERE ‘the chosen’.  
New members are always welcome to 
join the study.  You don’t need to have 
seen previous episodes to get some-
thing out of the discussions and mov-
ie.  You ALL know Jesus’ story!  It’s ALL 
fascinating!  Contact Pastor Josh or 
the church office for more infor-
mation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Education Opportunities 

Adult Education After Church: 
 

This summer after worship services we will take some time to find out about other 
churches in our area and churches that might  inspire First Lutheran in some way.   
Be ready for some special guests and power points that inspire us to see church in a 
new way, through the witness and creative ministries of other churches." 

SAVE THE DATE!  
Vacation Bible School 
Saturday, July 23rd 

 

Ages 4 - those entering 6th grade.   

Snacks and lunch will be provided.    

Please register by July 16th  

We all hold biases.   
 

On Wednesday, June 15th from 6:30pm to 
8pm, we can learn from Judge Derek Mos-
ley about our unconscious, implicit biases, 
and how they manifest in our lives and in 
society.  This event will be hosted at United 
Methodist Church-Whitefish Bay (819 E. 
Silver Spring), and will also be streaming live 
at http://bit.ly/UMCWFB-LIVE.  Kingo Lu-
theran Church in Shorewood is co-
sponsoring this special event along with Bay 
Bridge, United Methodist Church-Whitefish 
Bay, and many more.  

 

“A father is neither an  

anchor to hold us back, 

nor a sail to take us 

there, but a guiding light 

whose love shows us the 

way.” —Unknown  

 

Happy Father’s Day to all of the 
 men who serve as mentors  

and role models  
for the young men in the world. 

http://bit.ly/UMCWFB-LIVE
https://baybridgewisconsin.org/
https://baybridgewisconsin.org/
https://umcwfb.org/
https://umcwfb.org/
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First Lutheran’s Future 

From the Council President 

 
 

The meetings between our partner churches - St. John’s, Luther Memorial, St. Paul’s on Wis-
consin Ave. and First Lutheran - continue.  The Mission Planning Team has been meeting at 
First Lutheran, and the pastors and council presidents of the four churches have met at the 
Synod office with Pastor Matt Short on May 2nd and May 16th. 
 

The church council held a portion of the May 15th meeting in the church sanctuary after the 
Sunday service to talk about the progress being made between the churches, and invited the 
church members to attend.  A number of people attended, asked questions and created a 
lively meeting.  This is part of our deliberate effort to be transparent and invite input from 
the congregation. 
 

We will be sending delegates to the Synod Assembly on May 20th & 21st. 
 

We have been invited, and accepted an invitation, to celebrate Pentecost Sunday at Luther 
Memorial along with St. John’s.   
 

We plan to start advertising for donations (sponsorships) to supplement our worship services 
by hiring singers or musicians much as we’ve done with Stuart Mitchell in the past.   
 

This summer we will be experimenting with a Wednesday evening service at 6:00 p.m. on 
the first Wednesday of June, July and August.   
 

Watch for the craft fair in June and VBS in July. 
 

Werner Bayer, Church Council President 

We Have A New Deacon! 

 

Greta Plicka (right, with Pastor Dean Wil-
lich) has agreed to be a deacon at First 
Lutheran.  Deaconing runs in the family as 
her daughter, Megan, served as a deacon 
for several years before moving out of 
town.  We appreciate your volunteerism, 
Greta! 

Guest Speaker 

 

Donna Jonasen, left, a member of Mt. Hope Lutheran, spoke at our 
worship service and Adult Ed. on Sunday, May 22nd.  She shared 
information abut Mt. Hope’s ministries.   
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Synod Assembly 

Jesse, Marie, Werner and Pastor Josh attended Syn-
od Assembly on May 20-21 (left).  At the assembly, 
Bishop Erickson (below) was re-elected for another 
term as Bishop of the Greater Milwaukee Synod.   

 

Pastor Josh participated in the ordina-
tion of Pastor Monte Peterson at Lu-
theran Church of the Resurrection in 
Racine.  She will serve at St. Luke’s in 
Greendale.   

Candidate for Bishop Pastor 
Harvard Stevens (above) 
speaks to the assembly on 
Zoom.  Pastor Marilyn Miller 
(right) preaching at the  
Assembly worship service.   



 

  6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Celebrating Spring! 

 

 

Sam and Karlie (left) sang in their 
last Spring Concert together at 
school.  Amber and Matt celebrat-
ed Matt’s Spring Concert with An 
Exceptional Chorus (above) and 
attended Prom together (right). 

(Clockwise from above center) Eli 
enjoyed the back yard on a relax-
ing Mother’s Day.  The Sun. School 
kids tried “Peeps Jousting” in the 
microwave as part of a lesson on 
big feelings and anger.    At their 
last class, they had Sunday School 
Olympics and played a game simi-
lar to “Hangman” called “Praying 
Man’.  Thank you to Mrs. Marquez 
and Mrs. Grulke for their dedica-
tion to our children.   



 

 

 

 

 

    

                                                      Jesus was known for using a certain  
                     type of speech in his teaching. What  
                     was it?    
 
A. soliloquy  
B. parable  
C. lecture  
D. riddle  
 

Answer: See Mark 4:33-34  

 

 

June Birthdays 
 

6/3    John Hrovat 
6/3   Wayne Wagner 
6/14    Austin Cyrus 
6/17    Warren Hirschinger 
6/18   Carolyn Moncher 
6/19   Dennis Schoberg 
6/29   Randy Schwartz 
6/29   Audrey Wiefelspuetz 
6/30   Mason Schoberg 
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This ‘n That Around Here 

        

                   As a  community we pray for those with 
                   immediate needs of healing and strength:   

 

                    Marie Branscomb, Austin Cyrus, Amanda  
                   Davis, Scott Ehlers, John Isaacson, Saman- 
                   tha Logston, Paul Moncher, Roger and  
Tina Ritz, Sandy Wymelenberg, Pat Zuback, Becky, 
Mike, Steve, Curtis and Margie  

 

                                   
                                  Don’t Forget to notify  the  church office 

                                      of any address, phone  or  email  changes!   

  
                                  Need pastoral care? 
Please  remember to notify the church office if you are ill or 
hospitalized so that we can offer prayer and support directly to 
you.  If  you  have  a  pastoral emergency during non-office 
hours (death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) contact Pastor 
Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2. 

June Anniversaries 
 

6/7    Robert & Joyce Gardner 64 yrs. 
6/9      Dave & Linda Grulke  49 yrs. 
6/21    Chris & Amy Guthrie    14 yrs. 
6/23    Don & Carolyn Moncher 66 yrs. 

 
 
 
 
 

• On June 1st evening worship will be 
held at 6pm. 

 

• On June 6th worship will be held at 
Luther Memorial at 9:00 a.m. 

 

• Father’s Day Craft & Vendor Fair is 
June 11th from 9am - 3pm.  Don’t 
forget to volunteer! 

 

• Next Church Council Meeting is on 
June 19th after church 
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If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 
First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

7400 W. Lapham St. 
West Allis, WI   

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
Worship With Us: 

 

In Person every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 


