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| During Lent we explored the colors of
. God’s Palette, reminding each other to pay
attention to our life with God by paying
attention to colors that tell part of God’s story. As we move
closer to Easter we are reminded that God’s love lights up
the world in a new way through the resurrection of Jesus.
Our world is changed again this Easter as the world was
changed 2000 years ago. The renewal of our spirit, as the
words of Psalm 51 reminded us on Ash Wednesday, pre-
pares us for the recreation and reconciliation we experience
through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection light at Easter.
This year | invite all First Lutheran members to let that light
into your lives as individuals and carry the light we share as
a congregation.

We begin this year with a renewed congregational
council and a renewed call to the Mission Team to help us
move into God’s mission now and in the future. Our Council
has six new members, including three members that have
joined First Lutheran in the past two years. Five of our
council members are also members of the Mission Team
and can carry what we have learned and our current work
to the whole council and congregation. As we begin this
next chapter of our Mission Team work we are carrying out
five tasks assigned and affirmed by the congregation at our
Annual Meeting on March 6™. The third area of work is the
work of the people, as we invite the whole congregation to
join us in getting to know our neighbors through Worship,
Prayer, Service, and Fellowship. We hope you will respond
to these invitations, including worshipping with Saint John’s
Lutheran for Holy Thursday and Good Friday.

Pastor Matt Short, the Director of Evangelical Mission
in the Greater Milwaukee Synod, is meeting with ELCA pas-
tors serving churches in our area and will be convening
gatherings of rostered and lay leaders later this month. We
are grateful for this connection with the synod during this
period of mission exploration.

Continued p. 2

Join the family of First Lutheran
Church as we worship during
Holy Week

Palm Sunday, April 10th
10:00 a.m.

Maundy Thursday, April 14th
6:30 p.m.

Good Friday, April 15th
6:30 p.m. at St. John’s Lutheran
5500 W. Greenfield Ave.

Easter Sunday, April 17th
10:00 a.m.
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Our Mission Team is also using the resource Holy Conversations
https://milwaukeesynod.org/holyconversations/ as a means of
exploring God’s call for us and discerning from multiple options
to strengthen our mission through Transformation, Partnership
and Resurrection. Within Holy Conversations there are three
guestions that are asked to help us reflect on our mission.

1. What are the exciting things God has done in your midst

in the last year?

2. Where is your congregation afraid?

3. What is your dream for your congregation?

How would you respond to these questions? Please take a mo-
ment to reflect on them and share the results with the office!

As we continue in our mission exploration, we invite God’s
powerful resurrection into our hearts and minds while we seek
God’s presence in the present and discern our future mission
together! -- Pastor Josh

MissION PLANNING TEAM RESOLUTIONS
Approved at March 6th Annual Meeting

1.

TUESDAY
MORNING
BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY

BIBLE STUDY

On Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in
the Fireside Room or on Zoom we’re
learning about the disciples of Je-
sus. We’re watching the second sea-
son of “The Chosen”, the story of the
life of Christ, as well as having inter-
esting discussions about his disciples
who WERE ‘the chosen’. New mem-
bers are always welcome to join the
study. You don’t need to have seen
previous episodes to get something
out of the discussions and movie. It's
ALL fascinating! Contact Pastor Josh
or the church office for more infor-
mation.

The Mission Planning Team will use the Holy Conversations resource as a guide for exploring partnerships and
seeking transformation, while in dialogue the Greater Milwaukee Synod.

. The team requests approval to explore partnership possibilities with other West Allis ELCA churches, including

St John’s, Luther Memorial, Mount Hope and Holy Trinity. This includes direct dialogue with leaders at those
congregations, beginning by immediately responding to a request for further dialogue from the Mission Ex-

ploration Team of Saint John’s Lutheran.

ing ways:
- Shared worship and pulpit exchanges

. We are asking that First Lutheran deepen relationships with our neighboring ELCA congregations in the follow-

- Regular prayer for other congregations and ministries during worship.

- Inviting our congregation to volunteer for community service ministries involving other congregations in
order to serve God, meet the other congregation’s members and learn about the ministry.

- Invite other congregations to join into fun activities in our churches and communities in order to suppo-

port each other and get to know one another.

4. The Mission Team asks to explore opportunities to deepen relationships through shared ministry with neighbor-
boring churches, such as First Methodist, Apostle Presbyterian and others. Examples of previous shared min-
istry experiences include Pet Blessing with First Methodist and food ministry with Apostle Presbyterian.

. The mission team asks for permission to assess and propose changes in how we present ourselves to the com-

munity and visitors, by refreshing the exterior, gathering areas and storage spaces. This would include updating
our artwork and other displays. We invite the congregation into this work with us and will propose to the

council any changes we plan to make.



https://milwaukeesynod.org/holyconversations/

Committee Updates

FooD PANTRY NEWS

This year we have had a Food Share

Outreach Specialist from Feeding

America make two visits to First Lu-

theran’s Food Pantry. She observed the Friday

bag and food distribution, visited the areas where

we keep canned goods and refrigerated items

and obtained information about our donors. Dur-

ing her visit she interviewed Food Pantry clients

and informed them about other programs that
Feeding America can offer them.

On Saturday, March 19”’, First Lutheran
Church Food Pantry was the recipient of items
donated by the Boy Scouts. Thank you to the Boy
Scouts and all of our wonderful volunteers that
helped unload the boxes, sort food and stock our
shelves.

We continue to be grateful for the support
we receive from Festival Foods, Feeding America,
Woman's Club of West Allis and donations in cash
or food from area schools, churches and mem-
bers of our congregation. We would not be able
to operate without the help of our volunteers
that pick up food and bread, and assist during our
Friday operating hours. Thank you to Deb John-
son who is anew Food Pantry volunteer.

Members of the congregation are welcome
to visit us on Friday mornings from 10:00-12:00.

Mike Plicka and John Horvath

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS

On Sunday, March 6, 2022 during the First Lu-
theran Annual Meeting the congregation ap-
proved revisions to the Scholarship Grant appli-
cation. The following grant opportunities were
added to the Scholarship application.

Vocational and Apprenticeships Programs:

e Two-year College requiring certification or
diploma.

e Trade/Apprenticeship Programs requiring
certificate programs.

Provide opportunities and support for students/
adults with physical and intellectual disabilities.

Provide funding for outdoor ministry opportuni-
ties offering year-round faith-based programs
for children, youth, families and adults at ELCA
camps (example: Lutherdale and Crossways
Camp Ministries).

If you have any questions about applying for a
grant or offer ways to improve our Scholarship
program please contact the First Lutheran
Church Office.

Greta Plicka/Linda Grulke, Co-chairs
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Council

President: Werner Bayer
Vice President; Marie LePage
Treasurer: Deb Johnson
Secretary: Gayle Falk

Meet Your New Church Councilll

Each council member has a mailbox in the church office which they check regularly.
You can leave messages or information for them in their mailboxes, contact the
church office, or email them directly. Their contact information is in the new
church directory available in the church office. Please thank them for serving!

At Large Members:
Janell Cyrus

Gary Hanson

Lori Marquez
Steve Oakland
Jeannie Stummeier




First Lutheran’s Future

~ Kids
A K/ 1" future:
church

day!

The Sunday School children
performed the story of Daniel
in the lion’s den at the begin-
ning of the worship service.
Daniel is in the den (left).

On Sunday, March 20th, we said goodbye to Earl
and Jean Casto, who are moving to Virginia to be
close to family. Earl has been an active member of
First Lutheran since 1950. We'll miss you both!




Synod Events & Opportunities

Synod Assembly 2022
EASTER EGG HUNT

D

Yo ey Saturday, April 9 10:30 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
5500 W. Greenfield Ave.

For children aged 12 and younger.
Followed by crafts and lunch of May 20 & 21

hot dogs, chips, and juice. Italian Community

Donations of bags of individually wrapped candy, Center Milwaukee
fillable plastic eggs, and/or monetary donations are
appreciated. Help is also needed at St. John's for set In-Person and Zoom
up/egg stuffing on Fri., April 8 at 1:00 p.m. Contact Werner Bayer or the
church office if you’re

interested in attending.

SPAGHETTI DINNER! Mt. Hope will

host a spaghetti dinner from Filippo’s
Italian Restaurant on April 23rd to bene- CRAFT, VENDOR & BAKE SALE

fit their Mission Team. You can dine-in ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT SALAD BUFFET

at Mt. Hope or do curb-side pickup there. Cost is North Cape Lutheran Church
$10 ages 11 & up, $5 ages 10 and under. Reserva- 2644 124th St.. Eranksville
tions must be made by April 6th. Call 414-828- Saturday, April 30, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

3036.
Luncheon is $15 per person
(56 ages 4-12)

PRAY FOR UKRAINE

As we have moved with God in our Lenten journey we have also been moved by the stories of tragedy and
heroism coming from Ukraine. Our Lenten worship services have focused on Psalms of Trust and we have often
seen the people of Ukraine through the words of Scripture.

| want to remind our members to pray for the citizens of Ukraine, their leaders, and the millions of refugees
that have been forced from their homes by attacks by the Russian military. Please also pray for those who are
doing the attacking and the leaders in Russia who are using lies and propaganda to convince their people that
this violence is somehow justified. We pray for a change of hearts and tactics and relief for those who are tar-
gets and recipients of this senseless violence.

This is a slow-moving tragedy that many of us will think of as we remember Christ’s Passion during Holy
Week. | hope some of you may be inspired to join with other Lutherans to take action to help refugees from
Afghanistan and other war-torn countries locally through Lutheran Social Services www.lsswis.org/service/
refugee-resettlement-2/ or be moved to support those who are suffering in Ukraine and being cared for through
LWR support in Poland:

You can give online at lwr.org/match. This link can be used for your congregational gift or by individual
members.

You can also give by mailing a check to Lutheran World Relief, PO Box 17061, Baltimore, MD 21297-1061.
Please write “Ukraine match” in the memo line.



http://www.lsswis.org/service/refugee-resettlement-2/
http://www.lsswis.org/service/refugee-resettlement-2/
http://www.lwr.org/match

This n That Around Here

Mike and Greta Plicka
were lucky enough to
vacation in Florida dur-
ing some of our nasty
weather. Greta waited
with friends (left) for a
Beach Boys concert to
begin, and Mike was
able to get in a few
rounds of golf.

VENDOR/

CRAFT
FAIR

SATURDAY,
JUNE 11,
2022

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

INTERESTED CONTACT

CRAFTERS CS'FRFLIJ('::E”
AND

414-476-
VENDORS e

We appreciate the generous donations
of food from St. Luke’s Lutheran in
Greendale, Festival Foods and the Wom-
en’s Club of West Allis. A special thanks
to the Boy Scout Venture Crew from Na-
tivity Lutheran for all of their help unload-
ing and sorting food from the Boy Scout
food drive on March 19th. We received
2,100 Ibs of food which was sorted by
the group shown here.




This n That Around Here

April Birthdays

4/6 Kevin Lone

4/9 Janell Cyrus

4/13 Sandy Wymelenberg
4/14 Louis Cyrus

4/26 Terrance Favre

4/29 Colleen Siarnicki

ogr Our

April Anniversaries
4/27 Werner & Jackie Bayer 65 yrs.

?/,\ As a community we pray for those with
J—// immediate needs of healing and strength:
%('H' Marie Branscomb, Austin Cyrus, Tim
Clark, Scott Ehlers and family, Samantha
Logston, John Oakland, Roger and Tina Ritz,

Becky, Mike, Steve, Curtis and Margie

o/ rayer

We remember also the family of Joan Hirschinger
who died on March 19th. Her funeral was held on
March 24th.

Lent is
SpringTraining...

y Easter is Opening Day!

S

K As Jesus entered Jerusalem on a
donkey, crowds praised him loudly.
When Pharisees told him to silence
the people, what did Jesus say would
shout if his followers didn't?

A. Stones

B. Palm branches
C. Trees

D. Hillsides

Answer: See Luke 19:40

“Christ did not come into the world that we might understand him, but that we might
cling to him, that we might simply let ourselves be swept away by him into the
immense event of the resurrection.” —Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Find uson

Facebook

F . Don’t Forget to notify

/4 /6’{51/ the church office of any
N address, phone or email
eminaer” changes!

Need pastoral care?

Please remember to notify the church office if
you are ill or hospitalized so that we can offer
prayer and support directly to you. If you have
a pastoral emergency during non-office hours
(death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) con-
tact Pastor Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2.

A FEW REMINDERS:

® Don’t forget to save your ink cartridges from your
home printers and bring them to the church office .
We get rewards for each cartridge turned in, and
those rewards help lower our office supply costs.
Thanks!
Take a minute to sign up for altar flowers and/or the
eternal light.
Think about signing up for online giving. Save your-
self the trouble of writing out checks each week or
month, and have your offerings direct deposited to
First. Contact the office for more information.
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
7400 W. Lapham St.
West Allis, WI
E-mail: firstlutheranelca@att.net
Phone: 414-476-4664

Worship With Us:

In Person every Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis
(414)476-4664
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If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact the church office.



