
 

 

 

News & Views 
First Lutheran Church 

March, 2022 

God’s Palette:   
Seeing the Colors of the Bible 
 

As we enter a new month and a new 
church season, we are reminded of 
the importance of color in our life as 
a church.  The paraments, stoles, and 
altar cloth will turn from green to 
purple as we are reminded of a shift from the Time after Epipha-
ny to the Season of Lent.   

 

Do we notice the changes in the cloth as we shift liturgical sea-
sons?  We may know blue is the color of Advent and Red is the 
Color of Pentecost.  Easter and Holy Days are white.  And Green 
is the norm for all the times in between.  But do we know why 
do we do this shuffling of these shades?   

 

Is it possible that God wants us to pay attention to col-
or? 

 

When we hear Scripture in church, do we have the poet’s ear 
and eye to see the images described in bright red, royal purple, 
glossy green, peaceful blues? Or did all the words become some 
shade of grey a while ago.  After months of winter, it is time to 
get our color back!   
 

Join us after Sunday Worship during Lent as we ponder the 
qualities of the colors we see in front of us at church, references 
to these colors in the Bible, Christian tradition, as well as how 
the colors are used in art, music and culture.  You are invited to 
wear a favorite piece of clothing or bring an image featuring the 
following colors.  

 

March 13th Purple 

March 20th Red 

March 27th Blue 

April 3rd Green 

April 10th Black and White 

Be sure to join us in person on 
March 6th  

immediately following  
the worship service.  This is 

an extremely  
important meeting.   

Help shape the future of 
First Lutheran. 

Ash Wednesday 
worship will be 

held on March 2nd 
at 5:30 p.m. 

 
Wednesday Lenten 

services  
will be held  
each week  

at 12 noon with a 
study/homily on 

Psalms 
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Tuesday  
Morning 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

On Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Fireside Room or on Zoom we’re 
learning about the disciples of Jesus. 
During Lent we’ll be watching the 
second season of “The Chosen”, the 
story of the life of Christ, as well as 
having interesting discussions about 
his disciples who WERE ‘the chosen’.  
This will be a great time for new 
members to join the study.  You don’t 
need to have seen previous episodes 
to get something out of the discus-
sions and movie.  It’s ALL fascinating!  
Contact Pastor Josh or the church 
office for more information. 
 
 

 

  Pastor’s Corner 
 
Even though the whole time I have 

been at First we have been experiencing a pan-
demic, I am grateful that we have had very few 
funerals since my arrival two years ago.  However, 
in February, we said goodbye to an important fig-
ure in First’s story.  John Bennethum was baptized 
at First and his life of discipleship was formed 
through the life of this congregation.   He gave 
back to the community as a Deacon and Bible 
Study leader, among other roles.  It was a gift to 
meet him and I am grateful to have been able to 
greet the many people who he had led and learned 
with over the years.   

 

I received a surprising gift from an unlikely source 
after the service on February 21st.  One of John’s 
former student teachers asked if I wanted a folder 
that John’s had kept with materials from funerals.  
As I waited for John’s relatives to come back to the 
church after the reception, I paged through the 
orders of service that and carefully read the bulle-
tins and obituaries from the services he had 
attended and served as a deacon the last thirty 
years, mostly for former members whose names I 
recognized, but did not have the privilege of know-
ing.  I thought of how John might have experienced 
each loss of a friend and how he honored them 
with the promise of the resurrection.  It gave me a 
personal history lesson about the church, but 
through this sequence of services and through the 
eyes of someone who I had just said goodbye to.   

 

I was profoundly reminded of the Lenten season 
we are about to enter and the promise of mortality 
that comes with the promise of eternity; that we 
are dust and to dust we shall return.  It’s a promise 
that John embraced along with the hope of the 
resurrection and what we proclaimed knowing 
now he is with the saints that went before him.   
 
Pastor Josh  

The Last Supper: 
The World’s Most Famous 
Dinner Party 
 

Mark your calendars for Wednesday., April 
13th, at 1:00 p.m., to attend “The Last Sup-
per: The World’s Most Famous Dinner Par-
ty”, at Clement Manor.  Leonardo da Vinci 
chose to capture in his famous painting the 
moment just after Christ tells his apostles 
that one of them will betray him. Recently 
restored, it is a masterpiece of dramatic 
narrative and subtle pictorial illusionism.  
Presenter John Horgan will explain what 
scholars have learned about the foods 
served at the supper and why particular 
foods were included by da Vinci in his fa-
mous fresco.  This event is being co-
sponsored by Clement Manor and Apostle 
Presbyterian.  Cost is $6, payable at the 
door; however, reservations must be made 
at 414-546-7302 
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Social Ministry 

 
 

Here’s what it looks like behind the scenes  
to keep the First Lutheran Church Food Pantry going  

on a weekly basis.  

 

• Gary, the bread man goes to the Pepperidge Farm Warehouse to pick up bread that he drops off every 
week.  

• John Hrovat visits Feeding America once or twice a week to pick up our weekly orders and then goes to a 
local grocery store to pick up milk. He loads it all up and heads to First Lutheran where he unloads it down 
the ramp and carries it to the refrigerator and food storage area.   

• Mike and Greta Plicka visit Festival Foods on Thursday to pick up produce, deli items (including meat and 
pre-made meals) and bakery.  They bring it to a store ramp and load donated items into their van/cars and 
drive it down to First Lutheran, where the items are unloaded onto our ramp, where it is unloaded again. 
These items are then placed in the refrigerator, freezers and onto the tables ready for handing out.   

• Mike also visits GFS and Aldi’s for items that are unavailable at Feeding America.   
• Throughout the week Mike and John pack bags to be handed out every Friday.  
• On Friday the food is taken out of storage and the refrigerator/freezers, and placed on the tables for the 

Food Pantry clients to take along with their bags.    
• On Friday morning our faithful volunteers (Pat, Judy and Sue) come to sign people in and hand out bread 

and produce. Volunteers including Mike, John and the Pastor are available to help people up the stairs and 
to their cars if needed.   

• At 12:00 on Friday the left over items are packed up and taken up the steps to be loaded into Mike’s van.  
The leftover food is then taken Sunrise Apartments and the Legion Post where it is unloaded again.   

• We also get donations from Churches, schools, Boy Scouts, and the Post Office Food Drive. These items 
are picked up loaded, unloaded and sorted.  Thousands of miles, pounds of food and hours go into First 
Lutherans Food Pantry Operations.  

 

As you read above, Mike, Greta and John are pretty involved in our food 

pantry operation, which is a part of their giving spirits.  However, the 

schedule also makes it difficult when unexpected things come up or they 

need to plan vacations.  Can you help?  Would you be willing to help occa-

sionally with the Festival Foods delivery - either driving to the store 

where store personnel would load food into your car (preferably a van or 

something large!), or meeting someone else at church to help them unload 

the food?  Could you help on a Friday morning with check-in or handing out 

food?  If these are duties you or family members could help with, Con-

tact Mike, John, Greta or the church office   
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First Lutheran’s Future 

 
 

In February the Sunday 

School focus was Love 

and what it means to 

everyone. The kids 

made garland to reflect 

this, and also created 

valentines to send to 

our homebound mem-

bers.   

A Word 
From Our 
President 

Fellow Members of First Lutheran Church: 

 

Once again, it has been my privilege to serve as your Church Council president. The  
last  year  has  seen  many  challenges  present  themselves to your Church, and the  
Council has always strived to make good decisions based on the information that we had. 
 

My wife Jean and I have decided to relocate to Lexington VA to be closer to family. My family have 
been members of First Lutheran since we all worshipped at the white church on 73rd Street, and so 
leaving does create some separation anxiety. I know that this congregation will face difficult choices 
in  the  years  ahead,  but I  know  that  Pastor  Joshua  Graber  is  the  right man to lead the members 
through trying times. I also know he cannot do this on his own, but will need the assistance and sup-
port of all of you. Though I will be far away, First Lutheran will always be in my prayers. 
 

God Bless, 
Earl Casto, Council President 
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Synod Events & Opportunities 

Highlights from the 2/12/22  
Synod “Together in Mission” event   

 

From the morning session titled Deepening Our Roots: 
Next Steps for Evangelism, Innovation & Engagement 
 

--- Listening was highly stressed in this session.  The 
word evangelism often has a negative connotation and 
is thought of by many as knocking on doors, passing out 
pamphlets and is more of a membership drive.  But it is 
rather listening to every person’s story, and seeing how 
we can meet them and their needs and show up in their 
lives.   
--- We should learn to ask “God Questions” of each oth-
er.  Instead of asking “What are we going to do?” ask 
“What might God be nudging us to do?”  Or “What does 
God care about in our local communities?” 
--- Listen to your local leaders; ask the mayor, police 
chief, school principals, community organization leaders, 
“What can our church do to help, where is there need?” 

  
In the afternoon session titled Options for Sustainability 
and Hope the Holy Conversations were discussed. 
--- Membership:  Is it only considered those who show 
up in church on Sunday?  Online worship was greatly 
expanded during covid, and is also a pathway to church.  
There are more and more people who are choosing this 
method of worship over in person and this might be 
something congregations might expand on. 
--- Under Transformation:  In deciding what is our mis-
sion, this is something that should not be money driven.  
Again, mentioned building relationships outside of the 
church in the community, and talk to members of the 
community to see where there might be need.  Think 
about what assets your church has and how they can 
benefit the community.   
--- Under Partnership:  Merger was discussed and could 
take various forms.  A few mentioned were where both 
churches “close” and form one congregation under a 
new name; one congregation sells its building and 
moves to the other church; two churches remain and 
share one pastor.  
--- Under Resurrection: Close the church, sell the build-
ing.  The proceeds could be given to the synod for a 
specified designation, or perhaps an outreach organiza-
tion in your community. 
                                                       Deb Johnson 

 

 

 

 

Lutherdale Bible Camp  

in Elkhorn, WI will once 

again be offering their Len-

ten Fish Fry on Fridays in 

March.  You can dine in 

and enjoy the view of the 

lake, or do carry-out.  

Adults $18,  

children 10 & under $10.  

Contact the church office for 

more information.  This is a 

great opportunity for  

children and grandchildren 

to check out our church 

camp and see what it has 

 to offer. 

Synod Assembly 2022 
May 20 & 21 

Italian Community  
Center Milwaukee 

 

In-Person and Zoom 
 

Early Bird Deadline 5/1  midnight 
Registration Closes 5/15 midnight 
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This ‘n That Around Here 

It’s lambing time at Gus Barnes 
and Steve Obershaw’s home.   
Here are a few of their new Jacob  
Four Horn sheep.  Jacob 4-Horn Sheep  
are also known as the Jacob, spotted,  
or pie-balled sheep. They are a rare  
heirloom breed of sheep with no  
specific known country of origin. They 
 are considered an “Old World” sheep, 
 and likely developed in what is now known the Middle 
East, North Africa, and parts of Asia over 3,000 years 
ago. 

 

At the Lutheran World 
Relief warehouse in St. 
Paul (left)  every quilt is 
counted, refolded and 
baled for shipping.  This  
is just a small amount of 
their total quilts. 

Deb Johnson (right)  
shows a quilt that she  
recently finished.   

Cooper (above) was all decked out for 
Valentine’s day.   
 

Lavone Reis celebrated with Sam after a 
recent hockey game (right).   

 

                                  We  appreciate  the  generous  dona - 
                                  tions of food from Festival Foods and 
                                  the Women’s Club of West Allis.    
Thanks also to members of the congregation who 
brought in cans of soup for Souperbowl Sunday (below). 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

     
                                                           

                      All four Gospels tell of a woman  
                      anointing Jesus. Details vary; clearly, 
                      she isn’t the same person in all 
                      accounts. In John, who is she?  
 

A. Jesus’ mother, Mary  
B. Mary Magdalene  
C. Mary of Bethany (sister of Martha 
and Lazarus)  
D. None of the above  
 

Answer: See Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 
7:36-39; John 12:1-8 

 

 

March Birthdays 
 

3/2      Audrey Enloe 
3/4      Dave Grulke 
3/11      Joyce Favre 
3/16     Joan Hirschinger 
3/27     Dolores Hurst 
3/28     Samuel Marquez 
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This ‘n That Around Here 

        

                   As a  community we pray for those with 
                   immediate needs of healing and strength:   

 
 

                    Tim Clark, Shirley Cogan, Scott  Ehlers,   
                    Joan Hirschinger, Samantha Logston,  
              Roger and Tina Ritz, Becky, Margie and Sylvia 
 

We remember also the family of John Bennethum 
who died on Feb. 11th.    His funeral was held at First 
Lutheran on Feb. 21st. 

                                  Don’t Forget to notify  

                                      the  church office  of any  
                                      address, phone  or  email  
                                     changes!   

 

Need pastoral care? 
Please  remember to notify the church office if 
you are ill or hospitalized so that we can offer 
prayer and support directly to you.  If  you  have  
a  pastoral emergency during non-office hours 
(death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) con-
tact Pastor Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2. 

March Anniversaries 
 

3/2    Joshua & Sarah Graber       1 yr. 
3/24    Lori & Joel Marquez      15 yrs. 

A Few Reminders: 
 

• Don’t forget to save your ink cartridges from your home 
printers and bring them to the church office .  We get re-
wards for each cartridge turned in, and those rewards help 
lower our office supply costs.  Thanks! 

• Take a minute to sign up for altar flowers and/or the eternal 
light. 

• Think about signing up for online giving.  Save yourself the 
trouble of writing out checks each week or month, and have 
your offerings direct deposited to First.  Contact the office for 
more information. 

“I alone cannot change the world, 

but I can cast a stone across the 

waters to create many ripples.” 

                         —Mother Teresa 
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If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 
First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

7400 W. Lapham St. 
West Allis, WI   

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
Worship With Us: 

 

In Person every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 


