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      Advent Waiting  
   Toward Christmas! 
 

As we enter into our Advent Season we relearn the im-
portance of waiting as we lean toward Christmas.  Advent is 
in many ways a counter-cultural experience, because as we 
get closer to Christmas it seems we are hardly waiting, but 
are already in the midst of intense activity.  Whether it be 
phone calls to relatives or friends, presents and cards, prep-
arations for church services or gatherings, we don’t always 
have time for much waiting and reflection and that is exact-
ly why our church season calls for it.   
 

We wait for a cast of familiar characters and events to ap-
pear as part of our worship services.  Each Sunday in ad-
vent we remember a different voice, tying the messages of 
the season together. On Advent One, we remember the 
Hope of the Prophet’s Candle, and on Advent Two we re-
member the Love of the Bethlehem Candle.  The third Sun-
day of Advent brings the Joy of the Shepherds who first 
heard the good news and the last Sunday in Advent we re-
member the message of Peace brought by the angels to 
settle their fears about this awesome but terrifying news of 
God becoming human! 
 

In the process here at First, we will do some time travel 
through the Bible, as we bring Scripture to life and share a 
Christmas Program as a Radio Show on December 19th.  I 
look forward to being with you on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day, as we celebrate the Good News that God 
became human and was born to us and for us. We wait for 
the surprising and wonderful news that the greatest of 
kings came to us as a vulnerable little baby, seeking refuge 
in a harsh world.  While the world slowly opens up from 
this time of pandemic, we are still vulnerable and need to 
be careful in this still divided and sometimes dangerous 
world, but we also know that Jesus is Lord, our Emmanuel, 
and our Hope is in him…………………. Pastor Josh 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Worship 

7:00 pm. 
 

Christmas Day Worship 
10:00 a.m. 

 

No Worship Service  
On Dec. 26th 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 2 

 
Sunday Morning 
Adult Education 
 

During the Mission Planning 
Team’s Exploration of Our Context, our Mission Edu-
cation Sessions have focused on Tools for Listening 
to Our Community and Understanding People. 
 

In December we’ll be exploring possibilities for how 
God is calling us next.  Be sure to stop in and check it 
out! 

    SNAKE 

 

Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

On Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Fireside Room we’re watching an episode each 
week of “The Chosen”, the story of the life of Christ.  
If  you’re interested in joining us, we can arrange for a 
time you can come in and catch up.  Contact Pastor 
Josh or the church office for more information. 

Christian Education 

Discover Our Library! 
 

Not only do we have Bibles, we have history, 
research, studies, humor, teen, fiction and so 
much more.  But… the Bible is the essential 
book. 

 

“I have come to regard with some suspicion 
those who claim that the Bible never troubles 
them.  I can only assume this means they 
haven’t actually read it.” 
…..Rachel Held Evans 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
STEALING CHRISTMAS,  

FROM HERE TO ETERNITY   
 

Please join us during  
the Dec. 19th church  
service at 10:00 a.m.  

for our thrilling  
intergenerational  

radio play. 
 

For bragging rights, see if you 
can guess who the mystery 

actors are. 
 

Our children and Sunday 
School teachers will  

appreciate your support. 
 

The Bible Study class is enjoying Pas-
tor Josh’s use of the new television  
(above).  On his birthday, Pastor Josh 
received a personal birthday card 
from Cooper (right). 
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Update on Activity at Ft. McCoy 
 

Pastor Josh has been using several of his days off and his continuing education time (which he hadn’t used 
during covid) to volunteer to help support the Afghan Community now in Wisconsin.  He has been volun-
teering about once a week, working with children’s centers and other areas on site and helping coordinate 
church and nonprofits respond to the needs of this new community in our midst.  He compiled a compre-
hensive list of donations and volunteer opportunities that is featured on the Greater Milwaukee Synod, La 
Crosse Synod and Wisconsin Council of Churches websites https://milwaukeesynod.org/help-for-afghan-
evacuees/.  Please take a look at this information and respond as you are called.  First Lutheran is one of 
three ELCA congregations in Metro Milwaukee that is gathering donations for those currently at the State 
Department’s Refugee processing center at Fort McCoy and for Lutheran Social Services Resettlement here 
in Milwaukee.   
 

Pastor Josh was interviewed by Breanna Illene of the Wisconsin Council of Churches in November about the 
value of working and learning from people who are in times of transition, including refugees, and the video 
is available at: https://www.facebook.com/WisconsinCouncilofChurches/videos. 

 

Pastor Josh has also challenged First Lutheran Members in a November’s Newsletter Article to help Luther-
an Social Services co-sponsor an Afghan Family resettle 
in West Allis or the Milwaukee area. He is working with 
the synod to help congregations cooperate in order to 
co-sponsor Afghan families by working together and 
sharing the responsibility.  This is a situation we didn’t 
ask for or expect but it is one that we as Christians are 
called to respond to with hospitality for the stranger 
and orphan among us, and there are many ways to help 
the effort.  

 

Pastor Josh is grateful to all at First who support his 
work in this are and are responding to this effort in a 
positive way! 

Pastor Josh, Jackie, Deb and Audrey display some of the 
items that Pastor Josh would take to Ft. McCoy (Right) 

Jubilate Chorale will present their winter 
concert, “How Great Our Joy” at St. John’s 
Lutheran, Brookfield, on Dec. 4th at 7:30pm, 
and on Dec. 7 at Our Savior’s Lutheran, 
Oconomowoc.  Tickets are  $18 adults, $15 
seniors, $7 students.   

The Work of Christmas will be presented by the Lu-
theran A Cappella Choir of Milwaukee on Dec. 10 at 
7:30 p.m. at St. Luke’s Lutheran, 6705 Northway in 
Greendale, and on Dec. 12 at 3:00 p.m. at Mt.  Carmel 
Lutheran in Wauwatosa.  Tickets are $15, and $12 for 
Seniors and students. 

Advent Lectures.  Rev. Dr. Kris Ruffatto, a former 
Greater Milwaukee Synod pastor and Seminary in-
structor, will present lectures on Dec. 5, The Psalms 
as a Guide to the Spiritual Life, and Dec. 12, The 
Prophets and the Future.  At   St. John’s Lutheran, 
Brookfield.   

“It’s Christmas Time”, a winter concert by An Exceptional Chorus, Inc. (Matt Grulke’s choir!), will be 
held on Dec. 10th at 7:00 p.m. at Whitnall High School in Greenfield.    Tickets are $6, children age 5 
& under are free. 

https://milwaukeesynod.org/help-for-afghan-evacuees/
https://milwaukeesynod.org/help-for-afghan-evacuees/
https://www.facebook.com/WisconsinCouncilofChurches/videos/279232390756030/?extid=NS-UNK-UNK-UNK-IOS_GK0T-GK1C&ref=sharing
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Many thanks to Festival Foods, General Mitchell Grade School, St. Luke’s Lutheran and  
the  Women’s  Club of  West  Allis  for  their  support of our Food Pantry.   

Social Ministry 

 
Our Food Pantry Cli-
ents received an ex-
tra bonus during the 
Holidays this year.  

On Friday November 19th and December 
17th all visitors to the Food Pantry re-
ceived or will receive a free bag of food. 

 

On November 19th Mike Plicka picked up 
food at General Mitchell Elementary 
School in West Allis. Every year the 
school sponsors a food drive and First 
Lutheran Food Pantry is one of the sites 
that receive this donation.   We continue 
to be grateful for the support we receive 
from Festival Foods, Feeding America , 
Woman’s Club of West Allis and dona-
tions in cash or food from area schools, 
churches and members of our congrega-
tion.  We would not be able to operate 
without the help of our volunteers that 
pick up food, bread, and assist during our 
Friday operating hours.  
 

Members of the congregation are wel-
come to visit us on Friday mornings from 
10:00-12:00. The Food Pantry will be 
closed on Friday December 24th and Fri-
day December 31st.   

 

Submitted by:  Mike Plicka and John 
Horvath 

Operation Christmas 
Stocking 

December 2021 
 
On Friday, December 3rd we will hand 

out decorated mason jars filled with laundry 
detergent, gift bags for the men/women and 
stockings filled with age appropriate items for 
their children/grandchildren who attend our 
First Lutheran Church’s Food Pantry.  The men 
at Serenity Inns will receive totes and holiday 
mugs to help them celebrate the holidays. Spe-
cial Thank You to Jaqueline and Warner Bayer 
for coordinating the Serenity Inn Program.  
 

We would like to thank the members of First 
Lutheran and community members who donat-
ed cash and items used to fill the gift bags and 
toys for the children’s stockings.   

 

Members of the congregation are welcome to 
come and help distribute the gift bags and 
socks  with us on Friday, December 3rd, from 
10:00-12:00.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Co-Chairs Greta Plicka and Colleen Simicki 

 

“God goes to those who have time to 

hear him — and so on this cloudless 

night he went to simple shepherds.” 

—Max Lucado 
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First Lutheran’s Future 

 
The Mission Planning Team 
consists of ten people you 

know – fellow members of First Lutheran.  We sit 
near you in church ad park our cars near yours.  
We’ve attended First Lutheran for a while, but 
now are wondering “what is the future of First 
Lutheran – is it viable?”  What is our mission? 
 

After service on Nov. 14th, Pastor Josh set up a 
virtual visit between our team and folks that he 
had worked with in Marysville, WA, Kristine 
Campbell (council president at Faith Lutheran 
Church) and Pastor Erik Samuelson.  Kristine gave 
a short summary of Faith’s recent history, declin-
ing membership numbers and financial challeng-
es.  The statistics are similar to First’s and the 
great majority of congregations in our Greater 
Milwaukee Synod.   
 

Pastor Josh invited Kristine and Pastor Erik to talk 
to us because of the partnership that was formed 
between Faith Lutheran and LINC (Leveraging In-
novation and Networking Communities), a non-
profit that Pastor Josh and Pastor Erik founded in 
2012.  LINC NW started renting out space in the 
Faith Lutheran building and Faith Lutheran invited 
Ryan Marsh, the Executive Director of LINC NW to 
help them explore mission possibilities in the area. 
Ryan and Erik helped to create a strong link be-
tween Faith and the School System that bordered 
its property, starting with events before sporting 
events that got a surprising amount of participa-
tion and then getting donations from a furniture 
store who donated furniture to transform their 
fellowship hall into an after school space.  While 
Faith Lutheran has not grown, the members have 
hope and energy through the building being used 
in this way.  And the space has helped LINC NW 
grow and expand the work it is doing in the com-
munity, growing its budget to over $200,000 in 
the last two years, through grants and fundraising. 
 

Will we be able to evolve into a “new” First Lu-
theran?  
 

“Be strong and let your heart take courage, all 
you who wait for the Lord!”…Psalm 31:24 
 

                                                       Marie LePage 

MISSION PLANNING 
WHO’S ON THE TEAM?   

 

The mission planning team is made up of: 
 

Jackie and Werner Bayer, Joy Dowd, Gayle 
Falk, Gary Hanson, Marie LePage, Jesse 
Rofritz, Jeanie Stummeier, Carla Ullerich,  
Susan Winter and Pastor Josh. 
 

Please take a minute to thank these 
members for the time and energy 
they’re putting into mission planning. 

Current Council Members: 
 
Earl Casto, President 
Colleen Siarnicki, Vice President 
Lori Marquez, Secretary 
Dave Grulke, Treasurer 
 

Janell Cyrus, Gary Hanson and Susan Winter, 
members at large. 
 

Church Council  News  
 

Fire Alarm System 
At our last special Congregational Meeting, it was 
decided that we would determine whether or not 
there is an appeal process regarding the City's 
order that we replace our nonfunctioning fire 
alarm system. It was also decided that we should 
hire an engineering firm to design a fire alarm 
system that we can submit to alarm companies 
for bids. As of this writing, I have found no one at 
the City who is aware of an appeal process. I have 
also learned that alarm companies prefer to in-
stall alarm systems of their own design. There-
fore, we will begin the process to upgrade our 
current system with minimal additional equip-
ment, requesting bids from alarm companies. 
 

Church Council Vacancies 
There are still open seats on the current Council. I 
am personally dismayed at the lack of interest in 
filling these important positions. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please call me at 414-719-
1700. 

 

Earl Casto, Council President 
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Food for Thought 

The Example of Mary 

 

“We must look to Mary’s example to 
know how to deal with the glorious im-
possibilities of God,” writes Calvin Mil-
ler in The Christ of Christmas. “Look 
how she turned the world upside down by making 
one simple statement.” 
 

Jesus surely could have come to earth without 
Mary’s aid. But God seems to prefer partnering with 
people to accomplish miracles such as salvation and 
healing. So God chooses Mary to carry the Savior. 
Later, Jesus often declares people’s own faith crucial 
to their healing. And today, God works justice 
through us, not apart from us. 
 

God doesn’t force us into collaboration. Yet, notes 
Miller, “God needs only a little of our agreement in 
order to work mighty wonders.” Like Mary’s humble 
assent: “I am the Lord’s servant. … May your word 
to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38, NIV). And like yours — 
for whatever partnership God invites you into. God 
will do the heavy lifting, for certain, but he hopes 
you’ll say yes. 

 

Stewardship 
Thoughts 
 
The 2021 Stewardship kickoff took 
place on Sun., Nov. 15th with the focus 
of having an “attitude of gratitude”. 
November is a month where we typi-
cally give thanks but how can we show 
our gratitude year-round? God’s bless-
ings are so real and good and they 
show up in different ways.  Under-
standing that  everyone’s circumstanc-
es are different what are some areas in 
your life that you are thankful for?  
  

Let’s give back to GOD through stew-
ardship by practicing the three “T’s”: 

 

Time: How can you reconnect with 
God and First Lutheran by sharing your 
time? Can you help out at the food 
pantry? Can you volunteer with VBS? 
Can you be a reader or an usher during 
Sunday service?  

 

Talent: What talents can you share 
with your First Lutheran family? Are 
you musical? Are you handy and can 
help with maintenance related tasks? 
Do you have a “green thumb” and can 
help keep our gardens beautiful?  Are 
you patient and can lend a supportive 
ear to someone in need? 

 

Treasure: What type of financial com-
mitment can you make to God this 
year? The more that we give back and 
share our ‘treasure’ the more blessings 
will work  into our lives. Please prayer-
fully consider the type of financial 
commitment that you can make this 
year to First Lutheran. 
 

Yours In Christ, 

 

Lori Marquez,  
Stewardship Chairperson 

Lavone and Eli definitely 
enjoyed dressing up for  
Halloween.  Eli dressed as 
“the Count” from Sesame 
Street.   



 

 

                      
    In Matthew’s genealogy,  
                       which woman is not men- 
                       tioned as Jesus’ ancestor?  
 
A. Tamar  
B. Rahab  
C. Mary  
D. Ruth  
E. Sarah  
F. Bathsheba  
 
Answer: See Matthew 1:1-17 

 

December 
Birthdays 

 

12/17 Gayle Falk 
12/18 Kathy Santos 
12/27 Mike Temke 
12/28 Donald Moncher 
12/29 Joy Dowd 
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This ‘n That Around Here 
 

 

        

                     

                                    As a  community we pray for 
                    those with immediate needs 
                    of healing and strength:   

 
 
 

John Bennethum, Janell Cyrus, Michelle 
Dreiling, Scott Ehlers, Doris Ehlert, Joan 
Hirschinger, Roger and Tina Ritz,  Robert 
Yunker, Michelle, Becky, Kurt, Margie  
and Sylvia. 

                                  Don’t Forget to notify  

                                      the  church office  of any  
                                      address, phone  or  email  
                                     changes!   

 

Need pastoral care? 
Please  remember to notify the church office if 
you are ill or hospitalized so that we can offer 
prayer and support directly to you.  If  you  have  
a  pastoral emergency during non-office hours 
(death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) con-
tact Pastor Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2. 

 
 
 
 
 
Dec. 12 - Mission Planning Team 
Dec. 19 - Sunday School Christmas Program 
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
   Food Pantry Closed 
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Worship 
Dec. 26  - No Worship Service 
Dec, 31 -  Food Pantry Closed 

Faithbook Quips  
 

The meaning of life is to find your gift. 
The purpose of life is to give it away. 
                                    Pablo Picasso 
  
Just be a good person, love who you can, 
help where you can, give what you can.  
                                 Say Yes to Happy 

“All the Christmas  

presents in the world are 

worth nothing without the 

presence of Christ.”  —

David Jeremiah 
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If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 
First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

7400 W. Lapham St. 
West Allis, WI   

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
Worship With Us: 

 

In Person every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, at 7:00 p.m. 

Christmas day, Dec. 25, at 10:00 a.m. 
No worship service on Dec. 26 

 
Online at: 

www.firstlutheranelca.org 
 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 


