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   Providing Refuge:   
 

How to Support the Afghans in Wisconsin 
 

In the last two months, Fort McCoy near Sparta, WI, has be-
come one of several processing centers for thousands of peo-
ple from Afghanistan. There is much that individuals, families, 
congregations, communities and organizations can do to sup-
port these people while they transition into a new culture and 
new future in the U.S.  Co-sponsoring families and supporting 
the work of organizations like Lutheran Social Services 
(lsswis.org) is essential, however this process will take several 
months. 
 

I signed up to volunteer at Fort McCoy with Catholic Charities 
(cclse.org) in September and was able to get through the back-
ground check and military clearance, so I could volunteer 
three times in October. I am grateful for the opportunity to 
welcome and support these new guests, and for being invited 
to work closely with leadership to make communication and 
the volunteer process more efficient and effective.  
 

Volunteering at the Women and Children Centers has allowed 
me to share a smile or a laugh, fly a kite and help with a game 
for some of the thousands of Afghan children.  This has been a 
powerful and meaningful experience.  Seeing those who are 
utilizing the sewing center and watching cricket matches with 
some of the men awaiting resettlement, has taught me a lot 
about the culture of the Afghan people and their resilience.  
 

Of those at Fort McCoy, only a small portion will be resettled 
in WI, and more congregations and organizations are needed 
to co-sponsor those evacuees. Congregations and groups in 
the Milwaukee area are being asked by Lutheran Social Ser-
vices to consider taking that step to support families for the 
first six months in a new community. Sites in the city are valu-
able because of resources, jobs, transportation, and connec-
tions to fellow Afghans.                          Continued on p. 2 

Worship with us on  

Thanksgiving Eve 

Nov. 24th, at 6:00 p.m. 

  

We’ll be sharing worship  

with the members of other 

ELCA churches at 

Luther Memorial  

2840 S. 84th St. 

West Allis 
 

Join us there - we have much  

to be thankful for! 
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Pastor’s Column…..Continued from p. 1 
 

First Lutheran members could help co-sponsor 
an Afghan family settling in West Allis, along with 
another congregation locally or from another 
part of the state.  The process works best if the 
work is shared between about 8 people with one 
lead volunteer. Even with sponsor and state sup-
port for rent, finding housing in this market will 
likely be the most challenging element of the 
process, so making connections with congrega-
tions with parsonages or rental property, people 
who have multiple homes or rental openings is a 
huge help. The commitment is not an open-
ended responsibility, and the goal is self-
sufficiency for these newly processed evacuees, 
with the help of a trained LSS case worker. Talk 
to  me  if  you  are  interested in being a part of a  
co-sponsoring team. 
 

Contact the office or check our website to see 
the compiled list of volunteer options and dona-
tions for people at Fort McCoy. As they prepare 
for winter programming, which includes Team 
Rubicon’s drive for winter clothes, Catholic Char-
ities  requests  supplies for children’s activities 
(40% of the population at Fort McCoy), the sew-
ing center, and the new recreation and learning 
centers.  
 

There are many opportunities to let the love of 
Jesus shine in our love of neighbor and the hos-
pitality for these children of God, who are going 
through this challenging time of transition. We 
are not doing this to convert these new neigh-
bors or to proselytize to join our church. Luther-
ans are working together with people from many 
denominations, faiths and other groups who are 
called to this service.  There are many needs in 
our communities and the world, but supporting 
evacuees helps people who have seen the worst 
of what humans can do through war, also to see 
all the good that humans can do for each other 
by working together to show love for new neigh-
bors. I hope you are called to this work as well. 
Please contact the office if you are interested in 
volunteering or supporting this effort.  
                       

                                                                                                                                                         Pastor Josh 

What Are You  
Thankful For Today? 
  

 As we move into the month of Novem-
ber, I invite you to spend some time each 
day to reflect on what is important to you 
and what you are thankful for. Is it that 
warm cup of coffee?  A smile and hello from 
a neighbor? Your church family that sup-
ports you?   Is it having a relationship with 
God who loves and treasures you?  God’s 
blessings are good and real! 
 Let’s celebrate with gratitude all of the 

blessings that God has bestowed upon us. 

Let’s show our gratitude by giving back to 

the one who provides all things and de-

serves our thanks.  

 Members will soon receive a commit-
ment card in the mail.  Please prayerfully 
consider how you can give back to God 
monetarily.  There will be a basket in the 
narthex where you can place the card (face 
down for your privacy), or you can mail it to 
the church office. The amount that you are 
able to give back is between you and God. 
 I am thankful for each of you and for 
being my church family! 
 

Yours In Christ, 
Lori Marquez – Stewardship Chairperson 

They met in their houses  

for the breaking of bread; 

they shared their food  

gladly and generously.   

Acts 2:46 
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Sunday  
Morning 
Adult  
Education 
 

 
During the Mission Planning Team’s Explora-
tion of Our Context, our Mission Education 
Sessions have focused on Tools for Listening 
to Our Community and Understanding People. 
 

In the month of November, we will begin 
hearing stories of call and inspiration from 
congregations who are reimagining their mis-
sion.   

 

 Nov. 7   -  What we learned from Neighboring  
                  Congregations 
Nov. 14  - Mission stories from other  
                  Congregations 
Nov. 21  - Mission stories from other  
                  Congregations 
Nov. 28  - No Adult Ed 

    SNAKE 

 

Tuesday  
Morning 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

On Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Fireside Room we’re watching an episode 
each week of “The Chosen”, the story of the 
life of Christ.  If  you’re interested in joining 
us, we can arrange for a time you can come in 
and catch up.  Contact Pastor Josh or the 
church office for more information. 
 
 

Christian Education 

 
 This Fall, the Sunday 
School is finishing the 
curriculum on angels.   
 

The  Christmas program will be a radio show. We 
need adult volunteers who are young at heart to 
participate with us. Since it will be audio only, 
we’d like to have a contest for the con-
gregation to guess the actors.  The win-
ner will be announced at church. If 
you’re willing, let the church office 
know, but keep it a secret otherwise!  

Pet Blessing… 
Our Sunday School children joined in the Pet 
Blessing  Service  on  Oct. 9th.   We welcomed  
approx. 30 visitors, along with their dogs, cats 
and rats! 

“Anyone who stops learning is 
old, whether at twenty or eighty.  
Anyone who keeps learning stays 
young.”  ….Henry Ford 
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Operation  
Christmas  
Stocking  
 

Lists of items needed for 
Operation Christmas Stock-
ing are available in the nar-
thex along with a collection 
bin.   

Our Ministries …. 
 

Our food pantry hosted a flu shot clinic sponsored 
by Aurora in conjunction with the West Allis 
Health Dept.  Greta Plicka signed up and got her 
vaccine that day (above center).  Above right, vol-
unteer Pat celebrated her 90th birthday on a 
Food Pantry Friday.   
 

On Oct. 14, the Village at Manor Park Senior Liv-
ing hosted a Harvest and Luminary Festival at 
which food was collected for our food pantry.  At 
left, Mike Plicka, (First Lutheran), Jenny Klar, 
Stephanie Astrin and Krista Growth (VMP )
unloaded  the 656 lbs. of donated food.   
 

Our quilters worked hard this year, in spite of the 
pandemic, to prepare quilts to be sent to Luther-
an World Relief for shipment around the world.  
They were displayed at church on Sun., Oct. 3rd, 
(left) before being boxed.  Below, Marie LePage, 
Jackie Bayer and Nancy Krizan sit with some of 
the quilts.  (Not pictured: Dolores Hurst, Deb 
Johnson, Audrey Wiefelspuetz) Thank you, ladies! 

 

Many thanks to Festival Foods, Berther   Kitchen   Specialists,  Village of Manor Park and  
the  Women’s  Club of  West  Allis  for  their  support of our Food Pantry.  Thanks also to 
Eden  Garden  and  Pets for providing the pet treats for our Pet Blessing on Oct. 9th. 

Social Ministry 



 

 

 

                                              
                           
 
 
 
  

            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

    5 

A Time for Celebrating! 

On October 3rd, First Lutheran celebrated the wedding of Pastor Josh and 
Sarah, which had taken place on March 2nd.  A reception with cupcakes 
and sparkling cider was held under the canopy after worship.  The quilters 
(below) show the quilt created for the newlyweds, and the family poses 
(top right) in the Packer scarves made by Matt Grulke.   

The Sunday School 
students made cards 
for Pastor Josh and 
presented them to 
him in celebration of 
Clergy Appreciation 
Month.   
 

Thank you, Pastor 
Josh, for all you do! 
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The new large screen TV is in 
the Fireside Room.  Mike 
Plicka was kind enough to put 
the cart together.   Some as-
sembly required! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Planning Team members completed 
their project to visit neighborhood churches 
and explore where we could work together 
with others.  In the process, we found out what 
values they hold dear, and explained what we 
believe. 
 

Our new project has us visiting local organiza-
tions to learn more about our neighbors and 
how we can support each other.  Organizations 
we have contacted include the Senior Center, 
City Hall, Senior residences, schools, the W.A. 
Farmers’ Market, and the Downtown Improve-
ment Foundation. 
 

Meanwhile, we’ve been studying how to im-
prove our communication skills.  The benefit is 
that while we come to understand  more about 
others, we also learn more about ourselves. 
 

Half hour education  classes, which follow Sun-
day services, have covered communicating with 
a wide range of people, respecting cultural 
differences, and collaborating with others.  All 
church members are invited to attend these 
education classes. 

                                     Gayle Falk 

If you want to check 
out the new TV, visit 
the Tues. Morning 
Bible Study! 

The Mission of Healing in El Salvador 2022  
 

Representatives of the Greater Milwaukee Synod will 
be doing a modified event for 2 weeks in February 
entitled:  Teach the Teachers.  A small group from the 
US is joining a small team in El Salvador to work with 
health education leaders from 16 congregations to 
develop 4 community-based workshops. Each congre-
gation team will receive all of the didactic materials, 
handouts, and healthcare items which they will need 
to repeat the 4 workshops during 2022 in their own 
communities.   
 

We can support this effort by donating:  

• Boxes of regular-size (about 1" x 3") bandages 

• Boxes of large size (about 2" x 4") bandages 

• Face masks (boxes of child or adult) 
 

If you would like to donate any of the above items, 
you can leave them in the church office.   

A Blessing or a Curse?  
 

Holocaust survivor and devout Christian Corrie ten Boom recounts how her sister Betsie thanked God for the fleas 
infesting their packed barracks. When Corrie resisted the idea, Betsie pointed out that 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says to 
“give thanks in all circumstances.” 
 

Still, Corrie wasn’t convinced — until the sisters realized the infestation kept the guards away, giving prisoners in 
those quarters freedom to worship and pray. The biting pests, which seemed like added misery, became a blessing. 
 

Anger and bitterness sometimes cloud our vision, causing us to forget to thank God in all situations, though not nec-
essarily for them. Other times we don’t wait long enough for blessings to be revealed. But faith is like waiting 
through a storm, knowing a rainbow is coming eventually. Meanwhile, the Lord holds an umbrella for us, and the 
closer with him we walk, the less wet we’ll get.  —Julie Lee 

A Little Bit of Everything 



 

 

 

November Anniversaries 
 

  11/15 Jerry & Gayle Falk 46 yrs. 
 

                          

                     Naaman, the commander of the Aramean 
                     army, had leprosy. Who told his wife  
                     about a prophet in Samaria who might be 
                     able to cure Naaman? And who was that 
                     prophet?  
 
A. the king of Aram; Elijah  
B. Naaman’s wife’s sister; Isaiah  
C. an Israelite servant girl; Elisha  
D. a visiting emissary from Israel;  
    Jeremiah  
 

Answer: See 2 Kings 5:2-3, 8-10 

 

November 
Birthdays 

 

11/6     Karlie Marquez 
11/6     Kitty Muffler 
11/17  Pastor Josh Graber 
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This ‘n That Around Here 

        

                     

                                    As a  community we pray for 
                    those with immediate needs 
                    of healing and strength:   

 
 
 

Janell Cyrus, Michelle Dreiling, Scott Eh-
lers, Doris Ehlert, Cindy Halverson,  Joan 
Hirschinger, Mary McNeal, Roger and 
Tina Ritz,  Robert Yunker, Becky, Kurt 
and Sylvia. 
 
 

We extend our sympathy to Damon We-
gener and his family following the death 
of David Wegener.   
 

 

                                  Don’t Forget to notify  

                                      the  church office  of any  
                                      address, phone  or  email  
                                     changes!   

 

Need pastoral care? 
Please  remember to notify the church office if 
you are ill or hospitalized so that we can offer 
prayer and support directly to you.  If  you  have  
a  pastoral emergency during non-office hours 
(death in the family, hospitalization, etc.) con-
tact Pastor Josh at (414)476-4664, ext. 2. 

 

 

 

Extra Hour of Sleep!! 
 

Remember to turn your clock 
back one hour before you go to 
bed on Sat. evening, Nov. 6th 

Why was the Thanksgiving soup 
so expensive? 
It had 24 carrots. 

 

 My family said, “No more 
Thanksgiving jokes.” … 
... but I said I couldn’t just quit 
cold turkey. 

 
 
 
 
 
Nov. 7 -    All Saints Sunday 
Nov. 14 - Stewardship Sunday 
Nov. 20 - Saturday Worship Service at 5:00 p.m. 
Nov. 21 - Contemporary Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. 
Nov. 21 - Mission Planning Team Mtg. at 11:30 p.m. 
Nov. 28 - Advent Begins! 
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Mailed on 10-26-21 

 

If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 
First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

7400 W. Lapham St. 
West Allis, WI   

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
Worship With Us: 

 

In Person every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
Sat., Nov. 20th, at 5:00 p.m. 

Online at: 
www.firstlutheranelca.org 

 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 


