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Psm’s UNDERSTANDING OUR STORIES

In the last few weeks, our Mission Planning Team has begun the first step of our work. This First Step is un-
derstanding “Our Story” as a congregation, before focusing on “Our Context” in September and October and
“Our Calling” in November and December. Our purpose is to better understand how to approach our mission in
the next 5-10 years and we will be bringing mission strategy recommendations to the Congregational Meeting in
February of 2022.

Recently at First, | have introduced a tool in a sermon last month —— ;
that | have also been using and referring to in the Mission Education _
Series I've been leading after services on Sunday mornings. This tool EEMACICON RUFTORICALIRANGLE
is called a “Rhetorical Triangle” which is a fancy way of saying that
this tool helps us learn how to pay attention to stories! | developed
this tool after being inspired by something similar in a seminary class
and used it as part of an orientation and “get to know you exercise”
as a youth director, and then with young adults in my ALT Year Minis-
try. A few years ago, | was asked to share it with the whole ELCA as commnTes
part of the Practice Discipleship program hosted and shared through
ELCA’s Youth Ministry Network.

This tool is quite simple, but creates a powerful way to frame our own perspectives on life and the commu-
nities we are a part of as we interact with people from other communities and backgrounds. Being able to do
this creates the best perspective on mission and evangelism. | want to get more people in the congregation to
use this tool and understand it, because it helps each of us understand our story, and when we do that it helps
us understand and value the stories of others in our relationships, communities, and the ever-changing world
around us.

Jesus told us to love our neighbor as ourselves and | believe that means valuing who they are and their sto-
ry, but if we don’t take time to think about our own story we are less prepared to love our neighbor in the way
that Jesus did—by using our ears as well as our mouths, hands and feet. But first that means paying attention to
your story.

Maybe you have read a biography or seen a film about a famous person and think that your story is not that
dramatic, but remember that the letter to Ephesians describes you as “God’s masterpiece,” and a unique crea-
tion with a unique story.  Using this simple tool will remind you that no one has the same story as you do and
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at the same time it will give you ways of tracing sim-
ilarities in stories with others that you may not get
to in a normal conversation.

If you have not used this tool yet, take a look at
the triangle on the first page. It's easy to draw it on
a piece of paper so you can have more room to
write or you can go to the Sermon for July 4" on our
website or contact the office to get a copy.

It’s pretty simple to do this exercise. First think
about where you come from. What are the commu-
nities, traditions and cultures that help shape your
values and form your perspective on life and the
world. This is the part of your story that grounds
your identity even if you have left some of that story
behind. The next point in the triangle represents
the experiences and relationships that have influ-
enced and changed our perspectives during our
lives. Take some time to make a list that correlates
with each of these first two points. Then you will
notice the third point entitled “Context”. The con-
text in this case is all the things that are affecting
you at any moment and the things that may affect
how you meet another person and how you hear
their story.

The next time you have a conversation with an-
other person imagine that last point of context be-
ing a place where your two triangles meet. Don’t be
shy in this moment! Remember all the rich history
that you have in your story and the experiences and
relationships that have been most important to you,
and the changes you have gone through. When you
meet another person imagine their “Story Triangles”
and see if you can be curious enough to ask good
guestions and hear their stories. When we honor
another person’s story in this way you can make a
conversation “Holy Ground”, whether you have a
conversation over the phone, on the street, or with
some one you often spend time with.

As we as a church reach out to other people
and engage the culture outside of our walls, we will
also need to pay attention to our story, so that we
can value the stories of others, learn from them,
and create opportunities for the Holy Spirit to work!

Pastor Josh

rage, God calls us to model holy living for athers.

LPAJILLALBPALKPLALL S
Dlmchons Match the animal young with its parent, Then write the letter
answers in order below to complete 1 Timothy 4:12, NIV,

SEFALGFALBFLALEFTILEES

1__ bear o monkey A fry 1. hatchling
2 10.___ platypus B.fawn K foal

2 1 alligator C.gosling L owlet
4. horse 12 ___qgirafie D.cub M. puggle
5, kangaroo 13. goose E.kid N. joey

[ deer 14 swan F. cygnet 0. polliwog
7. goat 15. dog G.infant P. puppy

8 __ fish H. calf

“_on't let any_ne __oo__ down 0__ you _ecaus__
you _re youn__, but set an exa__ple for the bel__evers
in speec__, in__onduct, in love, in __aith and in _ urity."
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1 TIMOTHY 4:12, NIV
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JOIN PASTOR’]@!

Pastor Josh is going to participate in this
year’s Qutreach for Hope Ride, Run,
Walk. Want to join him? If we have oth-
er volunteers we can form a team. You
can do it on the official day (Sept.25), or
do it on your own. If you don’t want to
participate physically, you can sponsor
Pastor Josh. For more information go to
outreachforhope.org. More information
about how you can become involved to
come soon!
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SUNDAY MORNING
ADULT EDUCATION

Mission Education
Sessions for August

All members and guests are invited to participate in
the half hour sessions after worship. Each will focus on
a topic that helps our congregation and Mission Team
define our identity, vision, and mission for the next 5-
10 years. We will begin by focusing on Topics that help
us answer the question “What’s Our Story?”. This top-
ic will have us remembering our Lutheran identity and
our history as a congregation as we discern what we
take with us into the future.

August 1: A Review of the Mission Exploration Team
Report from 2015. What did we learn and what was
our mission strategy? How can we learn from the mis-
sion assessments we have already done?

August 8: Special Guest from the ELCA and Greater
Milwaukee Synod: Director of Evangelical Mission Rev.
Matt Short.

August 15™: Special Guest from ELCA Global Mission
Partnerships

August 22™ and August 29" To be determined

What's Our
MISSION?

o
TUESDAY o

MORNING
BIBLE STUDY Su‘gﬁd@@b@

Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m.
in the Fireside Room. Zoom is also availa-
ble for those who are unable to attend in
person. We’re continuing our study of the
book “In The Shadow of the Galilean”. In
September we’ll be starting something
new. We’'ll keep you posted! Contact Pas-
tor Josh or the church office for more infor-
mation.

From the
Council President

CHURCH COUNCIL NEws
FLC Council Actions from Special Meeting
held on 6/30/2021
1) Set Worship service for Sunday at

10AM, as voted by the Congregation at

Special Congregational meeting
2) Accepted email of Resignation from

Council of Heidi Leiser, and asked for
nominations to fill her position

on Council. There being no nomina-
tions, a call will be made for volunteers
who are willing to serve.

3) Approved a plan for Worship music
until the end of the year.

4) Discussed reactivating the fire alarm
system as required by the City of West
Allis. We are awaiting contractor pro-
posals.

5) Approved Mission Endowment Com-
mittee awards to charitable organiza-
tions.

6) Discussed issues with current cleaning
contractor

7) Approved an agreement with our
organist.




aiving Back....

Thank you to you and everyone at First Lutheran
MissiOoN ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE Church for supporting Eras. Donations like this one

AWARDS FUNDS helps make it possible for our staff and volunteers
to continue supporting older adults in Milwaukee

L . County. | can’t tell you how much we appreciate
Mission Endowment Committee has award-

this gift.
ed funds to the following charitable organiza- gift
tions: Gratefully, Vanessa Harris

Outreach Manager,
Milwaukee Co. Eras Senior Network

With the approval of the FLC Council, the

Serenity Inn $1,500.00
Lutheran World Relief 1,500.00
ERAS Senior Network 1,000.00
Street Angels 1,000.00
Operation Christmas Stocking 1,000.00 Thank you for your generous support of Outreach for
Serving Older Adults 1,000.00 Hope. What a blessing you are to our synod. It is my
Outreach for Hope 1,000.00 honor and privilege to serve with you in this way, and
An Exceptional Chorus 1,000.00 with your help we are encouraged as we strive to fos-
Los Heroes Sewing School 1,000.00 ter faith, compassion, collaboration and hope
amongst our brothers and sisters in central city
churches. Your generosity means a great deal to me
and to the people we work to serve. God’s blessings
to you as together we continue to celebrate and pro-
claim the Easter message alive in each of us.

Dear friends at First Lutheran,

This is the fourth year in a row that FLC has
awarded funds to charitable organizations,
based on a percentage of gains realized from
our investments in the previous year. We

have now given $134,136 to various charita-
ble organizations. Rev. Chris Manke, Executive Director

Meet Our Members

Deborah Johnson found First Lutheran in 2020 while seeking a neighborhood church, first

coming to the summertime services under the tent, and then to the parking lot services in ga

the winter. She grew up on the near north side of Milwaukee, attending Nazareth Lutheran

Church and grade school, and then Milwaukee Lutheran High School. During the summers

she and her sister would spend a month at her aunt and uncle's farm in Wisconsin Rapids, =8

helping out with chores such as barn chores and collecting eggs, or playing in the hay loft if

and riding the horses. It was there that her grandma taught her how to knit, and also sew

on her treadle sewing machine, making half aprons. Deb still enjoys sewing and has made some dresses, tops,
and tunics for herself.

She moved to West Allis in 1990, working at Froedtert hospital in the admitting department, and eventually
moving to a larger home in Greendale where her sons attended high school. Deb is now retired from Aurora
Health Care, where she worked in the business office doing medical billing. She and her comfort dog, Simona,
visited the Lutheran Home weekly pre-covid to bring some happiness to the residents. Now that restrictions
are being lifted, they have recently started their visits again. When their sons moved out of state she and her
husband, Steve, decided to downsize and moved back to West Allis from Greendale. They enjoy taking their
small boat on Lake Michigan and stopping along the Riverwalk for dinner in the summertime, and taking short
day or overnight trips around Wisconsin. They have two sons, both out of state now, one in the Austin TX area,
and one in Swampscott MA.

They love West Allis and all it has to offer, the shops, restaurants, activities, and are happy to be back and to
find such a warm and welcoming neighborhood church.




Vacation Bible School Fun!

Vacation Bible School was held
on Saturday, July 24th
with a water theme.

We discussed creation and made slime. The children acted
out Noah's ark and made their own arks with graham crack-
ers, fish crackers and animal crackers. They mixed washable
side walk paint and used it Yo make footprints to remind us
that Jesus walked on the water and He walks with us. Pastor
Josh talked about baptism after which everyone played many
water games. Thanks to everyone who donated needed items
and volunteered their time.




Bits and Pieces

OPERATION CHRISTMAS
STOCKING

For men and women: Socks,

Toothbrushes and toothpaste,

deodorant, bar soap, travel toiletries, gloves
and hats for men, pocket tissues

For children: Coloring books and activity books
(they don’t have to be a Christmas theme),
crayons/magic markers, mittens, toothbrush-
es/toothpaste, small toys (Matchbox cars,
Playdoh, card games, etc.)

We also except cash donations to purchase the
above items.

Respectfully submitted,
Co/Chairs Greta Plicka/Colleen Siarnicki

Faithbook Quip

God help me to focus on trust,
instead of trial.

Help me to give thanks,
instead of giving into fear.

Help me to choose joy
instead of anger.

Help me to trust in Your power,
instead of my plan.

Help me to elevate your name
instead of my own.

Amen

-God Be With You / The Positive Tree

We celebrated as Jenny
Wudtke affirmed her bap-
tism. With her family
(left).

The Tuesday Bible Study
group surprised Pastor
Josh with a luncheon to
celebrate his ordination
anniversary (bottom left).

Sam and Karlie went
miniature golfing -
check out the water
dumping on
Sam...NOT!

Sam got to visit with
Daniel Vogelbach,1st
baseman for Brewers,
at Dick’s Sporting




This n That Around Here

August
Birthdays

8/19 Deborah Johnson
8/22 Susan Winter
8/25 Chris Guthrie

to ReMeMber

Aug. 21st (post State Fair)
Saturday Evening Service 5pm

Aug. 29th Contemporary Service

‘ What was the name of the
)" queen who refused to
appear before the king of
Persia and his guests and,
as a result, was deposed?

A. Esther al) U f
B. Jael 032350,
C. Vashti o, WLeslsg
D. Milcah AP

&Y
Answer: See Esther 1:12

Don’t Forget to notify the

/C,; 7 &/(g/ church office of any address,
~ phone or email changes!
eminaer

Need pastoral care?

Please remember to notify the church office if you
are ill or hospitalized so that we can offer prayer
and support directly to you. If you have a pasto-
ral emergency during non-office hours (death in the
family, hospitalization, etc.) contact Pastor Josh at
(414)476-4664, ext. 2.

August Anniversaries
8/26 Randy & Donna Schwartz 5 yrs.

N

A
JJ/ As a community we pray for
EZ(I‘H/- those with immediate needs
‘.)’{pj,- (Dur of healing and strength:
o rayer
Scott Ehlers, Doris Ehlert, Cindy Halver-
son, Joan Hirschinger, Carol Leonard,
Dawn Lychwick, Carla Syut, Venessa
Trevino and Becky.

We extend our sympathy to Dave Grulke
and his family following the death of his
sister, Darlyn Sparr.

Be sure to "Like" First
Lutheran on Facebook
and share with your
friends!

Find uson

=8 Facebook

=513 The Miracle

A team of Sunday school teachers faced
boisterous youngsters on Rally Day, the
start of a new education year. Because
kids were reuniting after a break, they
were eager to chat about vacations. To
restore order, a teacher asked the chil-
dren to take turns sharing a favorite Bi-
ble verse, story or miracle. One, who still
had summer on the brain, exclaimed, “I
like the time when everybody loafs and
fishes!”
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
7400 W. Lapham St.
West Allis, WI
E-mail: firstlutheranelca@att.net
Phone: 414-476-4664

Worship With Us:

In Person on Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Online at:
www.firstlutheranelca.org

Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm -
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis
(414)476-4664

If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact the church office.



