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Moving Forward in Mission! 
 
It’s been wonderful to be back wor-

shipping with the congregation in the sanctuary the last 
two months.  We are grateful that we again have the op-
portunity to gather safely and worship God with the First 
community.  As members begin to return, I have been able 
to meet people face to face often for the first time since     
I began my call here  at the beginning of the pandemic.  It 
would be acceptable to relish being back in each other’s 
company and not attempt anything too ambitious in the 
next few months, but we are called into action as a com-
munity of faith once again.   
 On June 13th, I led an orientation about the Mission 
Planning Team and the process we would follow in order 
to renew our sense of purpose, mission, vision and values 
for the next iteration of our call, as we at First Lutheran 
seek to serve God and share the gospel as 21st Century dis-
ciples.  It is important work and it will take participation 
from the congregation and commitment of team members 
to accomplish our goals.  The mission team will present 
mission strategies and organizational options to the con-
gregation at our annual meeting in February of 2022.   
 This is one of the main reasons I was called to First.  I 
believe that if we continued doing things the way we have 
been, we could react to challenges and engage with the 
community  in a way that allows us to live into God’s gen-
eral mission and to gain a small number of new members 
as they are invited into the congregation as it currently ex-
ists and functions.  But I believe God may be calling First to 
something new.  I think that starts with looking in the mir-
ror and honestly reflecting on our current reality and then 
looking to the future together to dream about what could 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Saturday, July 24th 

9:30am - 2pm 
 

Wading In God’s Footsteps 
 

We’ll learn how important  

Water is in the Bible using sto-

ries, crafts.  We’ll make slime, 

an edible Noah’s Ark,  and learn 

a lesson about baptism.  Snack 

and lunch will be provided.  

Contact the church office to 

register your children. 
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be.  My hope is that through this process I will be able to 
help First renew its mission identity for the next five to 
ten years.    

 The Mission Planning Team, which meets again on 
July 11th, is the primary means for this congregational 
reflection, mission exploration and strategy develop-
ment, but in order for it to work we need as many mem-
bers as possible to be involved.  There is still time to join 
in these efforts.  If you are interested, contact the office 
and you will get a video orientation of the team’s work 
and schedule.  
 The work of the Team will be very transparent.  Eve-
ry Sunday after church we will share a Mission Education 
Session with the congregation.  Usually this will involve 
me presenting on a topic from my training as a mission 
developer, community organizer, and interim minister.  I 
want to share the knowledge I have and listen to the 
wisdom and experiences of the congregation in order for 
us to get on the same page as we approach our future 
together.   
 The Mission Planning Team will also do work inde-
pendently in small groups focused on Inspirational Inno-
vation and Ideas, Community-based Organizing, ELCA 
and Synod Partnerships, and Neighborhood and Commu-
nity Mission Assessment.  The final option involves talk-
ing with churches in our immediate area and ELCA con-
gregations in West Allis and has garnered the most inter-
est among team members.   Our church is ready to reach 
out and find out what makes us unique and how we can 
work more closely with our neighbors. 
 As we embark on this journey we will seek to an-
swer the questions “What’s Our Story”, “What’s Our 
Context” and “How Is God Calling Us” with the help of 
the congregation.   
 At several point in this process we will ask for the 
congregation’s support and participation and I hope you 
will respond positively to these requests.  This is an im-
portant time for First Lutheran and an important process 
that can shape what it means for us to be church togeth-
er.  Most importantly, our team asks for your prayers as 
we faithfully do this work for the good of First Lutheran 
and the good of the gospel in this time and place.       
………….Pastor Josh 
 

I am excited for this journey! 
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Our Church Happenings 

 
Sunday Morning 
Adult Education 
 
 

All members and guests are 
invited to participate in the 
half hour sessions after worship.  Each will focus on a 
topic that helps our congregation and Mission Team 
define our identity, vision, and mission for the next 5 
to 10 years.  We will begin by focusing on Topics that 
help us answer the question “What’s Our Story?”.  This 
topic will have us remembering our Lutheran identity 
and our history as a congregation as we discern what 
we take with us into the future. 

July 4:  Luther’s Freedom/Framing Community        
Pastor Josh will lead us in a curriculum he developed 
for the the ELCA’s Practicing Discipleship Program. 

July 11:  Lutheran Identity, Theology, and Mission  
Pastor Josh will take the congregation through the  
basics of Lutheran Theology before the Mission Team 
gathers for their July Meeting. 

July 18:  How Can We Organize?                                  
Pastor Josh and church leaders will share how the   
congregation is currently organized and what has     
happened in the past, as well as models from other 
congregations. 

July 25:  What’s First Lutheran’s Story/Timeline       
Exercise   Please join us for this important exercise 
where the congregation maps out a timeline of key 
events in the church’s history and their own connec-
tion with First.  This is a great exercise for long time 
members and new members to participate in. 

    SNAKE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Council News 
 

On Sunday, June 6, the congregation vot-
ed in favor of the new mask protocol: 
• Masks are optional for those who are 

fully vaccinated 
• Masks are required for those who 

are not fully vaccinated 
• No one will be required to show 

proof of vaccination 
Those present also voted in favor of re-
placing the wooden doors with glass 
doors.   
 

Thank you to all who attended this im-
portant meeting. 

 

Tuesday  
Morning 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

Join us on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Fireside Room.  Zoom is also availa-
ble for those who are unable to attend in 
person.  On June 29th we started a new 
study using the book “In The Shadow of 
the Galilean”, which tells the story of Jesus 
as a first century detective story.  This 
looks to be a fascinating study and new 
members are always welcome to join.     
Contact Pastor Josh or the church office for 
more information. 
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On Sat., June 19th, we received a very large dona-
tion of food from the Boy Scouts “Scouting for 
Food” drive.  It was more than we imagined, and 
we want to thank the local troops who brought 
their food donations to us.  At left, John and Judi 
are trying to figure out where to put it all!   

Food Pantry News 

 

 Exciting News! On Tue., June 8th, Mike Plicka met with Festival Foods West Allis store Manager An-
thony Sadler, as well as the managers of the meat, deli, bakery, dairy and produce, to discuss donations to 
the First Lutheran Food Pantry.  We will now become a member of Festival Foods “Food for Neighbors 
and Paw Away Hunger Program”.  Festival Foods supports 40 Wisconsin food pantries and 30 Wisconsin 
animal organizations.   With this partnership we will be able to provide more fresh foods, including gluten 
free products and a variety of milk including almond milk.   
 We continue to be grateful for the support we receive from Feeding America , Sendik’s  Wauwatosa, 
Woman’s Club of West Allis and donations in cash or food from area schools, churches and members of 
our congregation.  We would not be able to operate without the help of our volunteers that pick up food, 
bread, and assist during our Friday operating hours.  
 On Tues., June 15th Mike Plicka met with members of the Feeding America Leadership Team and the 
Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin Network Membership to  discuss Governor Evers Biennial State Budg-
et, grant opportunities, distribution updates and address membership questions and concerns.  On Sat., 
June 19th Mike Plicka and John Horvath helped the Boy Scouts of America unload and weigh their “Food 
Drive” donation to First Lutheran Food Pantry. 

 Members of the congregation are welcome to visit us on Friday mornings from 10 a.m. - 12 noon.  
  

Submitted by:   
         Mike Plicka and John Horvath 

OVER 2,400 POUNDS OF FOOD! 



 

 

 
 

Spring Pictures 
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Sam and Karlie cele-
brated the last day 
of school with a trip 
to the zoo.  Always 
fun! 

Jeanie Stummeier said 
Cooper gave his approval of 
the flower garden (above). 

Steve & Deb Johnson  
enjoyed a vacation in the 
Great Smokey Mountains 
National Park. (right) 

Sharon Phillippo said when her 
grandcat visits (left), her walker 
is no longer hers - it’s his!   

Matt Grulke and Eli 
enjoy summer art on 
the deck (left). 

Ingrid Bayer (left) is the 
daughter of Craig and 
Dinie Bayer.  Kyra Price 
(right) is the daughter of 
Paul Price and Kristin 
Bayer.  Werner and Jackie 
are proud of their grand-
daughters! 

Barb’s new grandson, 
Jameson 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

 6 

 

Bits and Pieces 

Operation Christmas  
Stocking  

 

Operation Christmas Stocking is 
a year-round project that pro-
vides gift bags for Serenity Inn (sponsored by 
the GMS), the Food Pantry at First Lutheran 
and stockings filled with age appropriate items 
for their children/grand-children.  Last Decem-
ber we gifted 21 mugs filled with hot chocolate 
and candies, 62 gift mugs, 32 men’s totes, 30 
women’s totes, 21 gift totes for Serenity Inn 
and 62 children’s stockings.  We have 60 chil-
dren’s stockings sewn, decorated and ready to 
be filled in late October. We plan to hand out 
the children’s Christmas stockings and adult 
totes on Fri., Dec. 11th and Fri., Dec. 18th.  You 
can help us out by donating the following 
items:  

 

For men and women:  Socks, Toothbrushes 
and toothpaste, deodorant, bar soap, travel 
toiletries, gloves and hats for men, pocket tis-
sues 
For children: Coloring books and activity books 
(they don’t have to be a Christmas theme), 
crayons/magic markers, mittens, toothbrush-
es/toothpaste, small toys (Matchbox cars, 
Playdoh, card games, etc.) 
 

We also except cash donations to purchase the 
above items. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Co/Chairs Greta Plicka/Colleen Siarnicki 

Friendly Signposts 
 
We need friends. Friends 
guide us, care for us, confront 
us in love, console us in times 
of pain. Although we speak of “making 
friends,” friends cannot be made. Friends 
are free gifts from God. But God gives us 
the friends we need when we need them if 
we fully trust in God’s love. 
 

Friends cannot replace God. They have 
limitations and weaknesses like we have. 
Their love is never faultless, never com-
plete. But in their limitations they can be 
signposts on our journey towards the un-
limited and unconditional love of God. 
Let’s enjoy the friends whom God has sent 
on our way. 

 

—Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey 

 

First Lutheran 
Scholarship Fund 
 
 

Members of First Lutheran Church are eligible to 
apply   for a Scholarship Grant.  Grants are awarded 
to college students (priority given to accredited Lu-
theran Colleges), ELCA Seminary students and per-
sons attending workshops, seminars, educational 
classes and other church related training opportuni-
ties.  Scholarship Grant Guidelines and application 
forms can be obtained by contacting the First Lu-
theran Church office. 

                                           A thousand  years  ago  it  was  
                                           Observed   that  a  field   plant  
                                           opened  the  white  rays of its  
                                           flower  with  the  rising  of the  
                                           sun,   exposing  a  golden  disk  
                                           during the day, and then fold- 
                                           ed up again in the evening. 
Because of its behavior, this plant was called "day's 
eye", and it is now known as the "daisy. 



 

 

 
 

 

July Anniversaries 
 

7/19    Dennis & Jamie Schoberg   14 yrs. 

                          
 

                                                         An unnamed relative of  
                      Paul obstructed a conspir- 
                      acy to kill the apostle. 
What was this rescuer’s 
relation to Paul?  
 
A. nephew  
B. niece  
C. brother  
D. sister     

 
Answer:  See Acts 23:12-22, esp. v. 16 

 

July 
Birthdays 

 

7/11    Greta Plicka 
7/13   Olive Muffler 
7/16   Joyce Gardner 
7/17   Gary Biorn 
7/18   Matthew Grulke 
7/26   Michael Plicka 
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Be sure to “Like” First  
Lutheran on Facebook 
and share with your 

This ‘n That Around Here 

        

                     

                                    As a  community we pray for 
                    those with immediate needs 
                    of healing and strength:   

 
 

Scott Ehlers, Cindy Halverson,  Joan 
Hirschinger, Dawn Lychwick, Darlyn 
Sparr, Carla Syut, Venessa Trevino and 
Becky.   
 

We remember in prayer the families of 
those who have recently passed away: 
Ted Krizan and Chris Hasenberg 
 

                              Don’t Forget to notify the   

                                 church office  of any address,  
                                 phone  or  email changes!   

 

Need pastoral care? 
Please  remember to notify the church office if you 
are ill or hospitalized so that we can offer prayer 
and support directly to you.  If  you  have  a  pasto-
ral emergency during non-office hours (death in the 
family, hospitalization, etc.) contact Pastor Josh at 
(414)476-4664, ext. 2. 

 

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY 

4TH OF JULY! 
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If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 
First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

7400 W. Lapham St. 
West Allis, WI   

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
Worship With Us: 

 

In Person on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
With masks and social distancing 

Online at: 
www.firstlutheranelca.org 

 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 


