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June, 2021 

 

       Summer Crafternoons 
      In West Allis 
 

 I went to the first Summer Crafternoon in West Allis 
on Saturday, May 8th and was excited to see a nice variety 
of crafts on display and for purchase outside City Hall, just 
down the street from our church.  Each Summer Crafter-
noon will take place on a different West Allis side street 
and feature 20 local vendors.   
 I was filled with nostalgia to find a screen printing 
booth that printed the T-shifts I purchased, from a press 
right there at the booth.  It reminded me of a craft that I 
learned while I was in college and developing a business 
plan for a T-Shirt company.  So now I have a couple pieces 
of swag to help me promote West Allis’ downtown and the 
values of our community.   
 I also ran into our newest member of First, Jeanie, and 
her little dog Cooper.  Jeanie came to First through our Pet 
Blessing and has now led others to our church through a 
shared love of animals.  Fifteen neighbors came to a me-
morial service I conducted at the Carnegie Apartments.  I 
appreciate that the love of animals seems to be a gather-
ing point for reaching out to our community, especially 
since Jackie’s memorial gift has done so much good for our 
church and she also was passionate and generous with the 
Humane Society.  Jeanie definitely lives into that connec-
tion for us.  She is not only is a faithful and visible member 
in our neighborhood she also is generous—as was evi-
denced by the cheese curd she offered me from the food 
truck at Crafternoon!  

Continued on p. 2 

                                
 

                               Mark Your 
             Calendar! 
 

Save Saturday, July 24th,  
from 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

for a fun day of  
Vacation Bible School.   

The theme of the day is WATER…… 
come see what it’s about!   

Keep an eye on our website - more 
information will be posted  

there soon! 

SUNDAY, JUNE 6th  
At 11:00 a.m. 

After worship 
See p. 3 for information 
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Continued from p. 1 

 Another part of our congregation’s story 
that I love, and see as a key part of our future 
as well, is that we have a tradition of caring 
about crafts and the skills and hobbies that 
share and teach crafting skills to others.  This 
happens most notably through our quilting 
community, but also through Craft Fairs and 
the sharing of gifts made with care by our 
members.   
 I know not all the members of First Lu-
theran live near the church, but every congre-
gation has an opportunity to reach out to our 
neighbors and community around our church.   
A walk through West Allis’ Greenfield Avenue 

downtown reveals a population centered on 

crafting.  There are shops and restaurants 

that sell craft chocolates, cakes, food, craft 

beverages but also shops that help you throw 

clay, sew, build models, fix jewelry, clocks, or 

create sound systems.  This crafting presence 

makes West Allis stand out from other com-

munities in Milwaukee.  I think First Lutheran 

should embrace this connection with our 

community, not only because it’s fun, it also is 

an opportunity to make connections in our 

community that may help First find a mission 

niche as a community church in this unique 

context.  One of the future visions I have for 

First is as a church that embraces this connec-

tion to craft and crafting and uses our building 

to host classes and work spaces for people 

and their crafts.  What would that look like?  

It’s one of the possibilities we’ll explore with 

the Mission Planning Team. 

                                          Pastor Josh 

Food Pantry News 
Throughout the pandemic we 
have helped an average of 17 
families each week with a bag 
of food and another 17 peo-
ple come for bakery, meat, 

bread, fruits, vegetables and eggs.  This 
winter there was an annual  Feeding Amer-
ica site visit and evaluation.  During the 
visit they look at where the food is stored, 
how it is distributed and the ages of the 
food pantry clients and their families.  
These visits are extremely important as the 
evaluation determines if they will support 
our food pantry and continue to give us 
grant opportunities.   We are grateful for 
the support we receive from Feeding 
America, Sendik’s  Wauwatosa, and dona-
tions in cash or food from area schools, 
churches and members of our congrega-
tion.   We have been very fortunate that 
the Woman’s Club of West Allis provided 
us with monthly boxes of food and cash 
donations.  The Woman’s Club also pro-
vide scholarships for seniors attending 
West  Allis high schools, donated new 
books for 4 year-olds and Kindergarteners 
at our local schools, and provide socks for 
the homeless. We would not be able to 
operate without the help of our volunteers 
that pick up food and bread, and those 
who assist during our Friday operating 
hours.   We will continue to make adjust-
ments as needed due to pandemic. 

 

Submitted by:   
Mike Plicka and John Horvath 

Faithbook Quip… 
 

“If you find yourself far from God,  
remember:  He isn’t the one who moved.” 
                            …..Everyday Bible 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The first meeting of the Mission Planning Team 
will take place on June 13th from 11:00 a.m.  - 
12:30 p.m.  All team members and those inter-
ested in being a part of the team may attend in 
person or through Zoom.   
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Getting Back to Normal 

 
Sunday Morning 
Adult Education 
 

 
 

“Who is This Guy, Anyway?” 
Sunday, June 20th, 11:00 a.m. 

 
Join us on June 20th for our first education hour - an 
introduction to Pastor Josh as he shares his back-
ground and ministry experience.  Should be a fun 
class!  Location to be announced.   

    SNAKE 

 

Tuesday  
Morning 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

We’re meeting inside!  Join us on Tuesday 
mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside 
Room.  Zoom is also available for those 
who are unable to attend in person.  We’ll 
be starting a new study in early June, a 
book study which should takes us through 
the summer.  We’ll be taking breaks 
though for an occasional movie, or topical 
discussion.  Everyone is welcome to join.  
Contact Pastor Josh or the church office for 
more information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Council News 
 

On May 19th  the Church Council met to 
discuss several important topics includ-
ing replacement of front doors and wor-
ship times for the remainder of the sum-
mer.  There will be a congregational 
meeting  at 11:00 following the worship 
service on Sunday, June 6th, to vote on 
front door replacement.  Please make an 
effort to attend this important meeting.  
Zoom will be available for those unable 
to attend in person. At the May 19th 
meeting, the council agreed that masks 
are optional for those who have been 
vaccinated when they’re working to-
gether or in small group meetings at the 
church. 

Left:  Pastor Josh prepared for our first wor-
ship service in the sanctuary with the help of 
Gayle Falk’s grandson, Max, who gave him 
some Zoom tips. 



 

 

 

                                              
                           
 
 
 
  

            

What’s Been Happening…... 
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We appreciate the generous donations of food 
from St. Luke’s Lutheran in Greendale and the 
West Allis Women’s Club.   

Pastor Josh has spent 
time reorganizing and 
adding books to our 
library in the Fireside 
Room.  Below is one of 
the displays - a shelf of 
books on Lutheranism.  
We hope you’ll check 
it out soon. 

On May 11, Pastor Josh presided over 
a memorial (above) for Jeanie Stum-
mier’s dog, Benji, which was attended 
by residents of Jeanie’s building, 
members of our Bible Study group, 
and people in the neighborhood. In May, Pastor Josh attended 

West Allis Summer Crafternoons 
in downtown  West Allis (left).   
This is an event held the second 
Saturday of each month from 
noon until 5:00 p.m.  The event 
features 20 crafters, and is held 
on a different side street off of 
Greenfield Ave. each time.  West 
Allis has a lot to offer with its 
many small businesses and ever 
increasing new restaurants.  
Check it out sometime! 

We had a lot of beautiful gera-
niums to decorate the church 
for Pentecost (below).  Thanks 
to all who ordered them! 



 

 

 
 

Spring Happenings 
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The Grulkes enjoyed time away with family 
(above).  Joan Hirschinger and daughter Jill out 
for a Mother’s Day drive in Florida (below). 

Sunday School 
ended the year 
with an outdoor 
celebration (left, 
right and below) 
playing trivia, 
blowing bubbles 
and running an 
obstacle course. 

Tybeigh and Nora 
celebrated Easter 
with Tybeigh riding 
her new bike (right 
and below) 
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Synod Assembly Update 

Report of Synod Assembly…. Werner 
Bayer 
 

On April 30th and May 1st, Pastor Josh, Gayle Falk 
and I attended the 2021 ELCA Greater Milwaukee 
Synod annual assembly.  April 30th was by Zoom 
and May 1st was by Lumini (which was new to 
me), but with Pastor Josh's help and patience I was 
able to navigate. 
 

Bishop Paul Erickson, bishop of the Greater Mil-
waukee Synod, presided over the assembly. 
 

Friday evening consisted of orientation, worship 
and conference caucuses.  Saturday dealt with 
business of the synod:  election of synod com-
mittee members, budget reports and task forces 
dealing with opioid and substance abuse disorder, 
as well as council committee reports. 
 

Resolution#1  Reconciling with Christ, anti racism, 
authentic diversity, equity, inclusion. 
 

Resolution #2  Diversity in synod leadership to in-
clude at least 45% women, 45% men and be inclu-
sive to all gender and non conforming individuals. 
 

Amendments to constitution and by laws. 
 

Nominations to church wide assembly.  Assembly 
nominations to include lay female, person of color, 
person with primary language other than English, 
lay male and rostered ministers. 
 

Vote for synod council. 
 

Report of Bishop, vice president, secretary, treas-
urer. 
 

Budget, income and expense reports. 
 

The Greater Milwaukee Synod in 2020 gave 
$1,742,211.00 to missions.  In other outreach, 
much of it local, was over $1,000,000.00. 
 

We honored pastors reaching milestones of 25 to 
70 years since ordination.  We also honored con-
gregations reaching anniversaries of 50 to 125 
years. 
 

Sincerely,   Werner Bayer 

Report of Synod Assembly - Gayle 
Falk 

 

The Greater Milwaukee Synod Assembly broke 
new ground this year, going virtual.  Members 
celebrated the theme “We Form Communi-
ties, Gathering as a People of Promise” with 
presentations including videos on campus 
ministry, Outreach for Hope and Celebrating 
International Women Leaders. 

 

The Synod has also reintroduced the campaign 
“Equipping the Saints for the Work of Minis-
try.”   The $2.3 million effort includes raising 
funds to provide Innovation and Collaboration 
grants, to encourage churches to minister in 
new and creative ways, especially to unserved 
and underserved people.  Additionally, Out-
reach For Hope grants will foster new partner-
ships for Churches and their communities, as 
well as lay groundwork for securing sustaina-
ble funding.   

 

Meeting the people involved in Church efforts, 
hearing the enthusiasm of students involved in 
Campus Ministry in their own professions of 
faith, and witnessing the work of Outreach For 
Hope in providing much needed food and 
clothing were all special blessings of this As-
sembly. 

 

On June 20, remember to thank  

the men who have had an impact  

on your life. 



 

 

 
  

June Anniversaries 
 

6/7  Robert & Joyce Gardner 63 yrs. 
6/9 Dave & Linda Grulke 48 yrs. 
6/18 Nancy & Ted Krizan 72 yrs. 
6/21 Chris & Amy Guthrie 13 yrs. 
6/23 Don & Carolyn Moncher 65 yrs. 

                          

                                                                   Complete this proverb:  
                          “Like snow in ______ or rain 
                          in harvest, so honor is not 
fitting for a fool.”  

 

A. springtime  
B. summer  
C. seedtime  
D. autumn  

 

Answer: See Proverbs 26:1 

 

June 
Birthdays 

 

6/3 - John Hrovat 
6/3 - Wayne Wagner 
6/8 - Carrie Muffler 
6/11 - David Wegener 
6/14 - Austin Cyrus 
6/17 - Warren Hirschinger 
6/18 - Carolyn Moncher 
6/19 - Dennis Schoberg 
6/21 - Damon Wegener 
6/29 - Randall Schwartz 
6/29 - Audrey Wiefelspuetz 
6/30 - Mason Schoberg 
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Be sure to “Like” First  
Lutheran on Facebook 
and share with your 

This ‘n That Around Here 

        

                  As a  community we pray for 
                  those with immediate needs 
                 of healing and strength:   

 
 

                 Marge Gruel, Joan Hirsching-
er, Kevin Knight, Dawn Lychwick, Jessi-
ca Martin, Darlyn Sparr, Carla Syut,  
Billie Tripi and Becky.   
 
 

                              Don’t Forget to notify the   

                                 church office  of any address,  
                                 phone  or  email changes!   

 

Need pastoral care? 
Please  remember to notify the church office if you 
are ill or hospitalized so that we can offer prayer 
and support directly to you.  If  you  have  a  pasto-
ral emergency during non-office hours (death in the 
family, hospitalization, etc.) contact Pastor Josh at 
(414)476-4664, ext. 2. 

Need a lifeguard? 
Ours walks 
on water. 

Every day of the week is a good day to  

celebrate a father’s love and show him yours. 

 

“The heart of a father is the masterpiece of nature.”  

—Antoine F. Prévost 

 

“To the world you are a dad. To our family you are the 
world.” —Unknown 

 

“The best fathers have the softest, sweetest hearts. In 
other words, great dads are real marshmallows.”  

—Richelle E. Goodrich 

 

“Dad: a son’s first hero, a daughter’s first love.”  

—Unknown 

 

“A good father is one whose only reason for putting down 
a laughing baby is to pick up a crying one."  

—Linda Poindexter 

 

“I love my father as the stars. He’s a bright shining exam-
ple and a happy twinkling in my heart.” —Terri Guillemets 
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If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

 
First Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

7400 W. Lapham St. 
West Allis, WI   

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
Worship With Us: 

 

In Person on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
With masks and social distancing 

Online at: 
www.firstlutheranelca.org 

 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

(414)476-4664 


