
April 17, 2021 

God Revealed 

First Lutheran Church 

Pastor Joshua Graber 

 

Grace and peace in the name of God our loving Creator and our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

The psalmist in our Old Testament Lesson today is concerned with sin and the 

proper action to take to avoid sin writing, “tremble do not sin” and to “offer 

the appointed sacrificed”  but behind these actions is a relationship telling us 

to speak to God’s heart in silence when we go to bed and put our trust in the 

Lord.  There is a desire for God’s presence to be revealed and for the Lord’s 

face to shine on not just this individual but the community.  It is through this 

relationship that the individual is able to find peace enough to rest, saying, “In 

peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me rest secure”.  

It reminds me of saying the prayer “Now I lay me down to sleep” when I was a 

kid, but I’m sure the last year has taught us we all still seek that assurance and 

desire a peaceful rest in the midst of a world of uncertainty. 

 

Our lesson from First John reminds us of that relationship and assurance of 

God’s care for us.  Our text begins, “See what love the Father has given us, 

that we should be called children of God”.  There again is a concern about sin 

and in this community the understanding of sin is activity that does not line up 

with the love we know in Christ.  At times in the reading it seems to put the 

pressure on we humans to purify ourselves in order to be in relationship with 

God, but the author has already told us that Jesus has brought us close and 

that we are loved and that makes us part of God’s family, not because of 

anything we have done but in spite of our sin.  But there was confusion about 



this in the early church.  There are many tales of people who did not want to 

be baptized until the end of their life because they believed once baptized 

they needed to be without sin.  But this text is talking about what it means to 

be with and in Christ.  A good image is the science experiment you may have 

done with kids when a liquid is murky until you pour in a few drops of another 

chemical that suddenly make it clear.  Jesus is with us and that means we are 

affected by that change.  We may bring Jesus all our dirty baggage but when 

Jesus claims us we are made clean.  That doesn’t mean our life is easy or that 

we don’t have fears or anxieties that creep in, but John and the Psalmist 

remind us that abiding in Christ’s love for us is what helps us experience peace 

and confidence in our faith, so that we may act in line with what that love 

teaches us and shows us through Christ.  And in the resurrection story from Luke 

we are able to see what that love looks like in person, when Jesus returns to 

the disciples.  At first, though the disciples don’t believe their eyes! 

 

I was with the Sunday School kids yesterday morning and the timing finally 

worked out for my stepson Paul to join the group and it was a fun morning.  

Linda and Lori even made room for Paul to do something he loves to do: 

magic tricks!  Now a big part of a magic trick is getting kids to settle down long 

enough to do the magic trick and I’m pretty sure that process took five times 

as long as the actual trick.  But after it was done, Paul wanted to reveal how 

the illusion worked and showed all the kids the hidden wall in the box that 

allowed the appearance of a coin sliding through a smaller hole.   

 

In the gospel lesson there is a revealing of Jesus among the disciples and a 

desire by Jesus to make sure they understand what they are seeing as more 

than an illusion or a ghost sighting. 

 



The gospel shares good news of great wonder!  Jesus returns!  He comes back 

to the eleven disciples and stands among them in Jerusalem.  They have been 

hiding out and wondering what to make of the crucifixion of their leader.  They 

have heard the women tell them of the empty tomb and the men in dazzling 

white that they found there, but they considered it an idle tale before Peter 

went to see it himself.  Then the two disciples that met Jesus on the road to 

Emmaus return and say they have seen Jesus risen and revealed to them in 

the breaking of the bread.   

 

Perhaps some of the disciples were like Thomas from our gospel lesson in John 

last week, not quite being able to see the reality of the risen Lord.  And here 

Jesus comes among them.  He appears out of nowhere like a ghost and they 

are “startled and terrified”. 

 

Jesus knows their hearts and asks, “Why are you frightened, and why do 

doubts arise in your hearts?”  He says, “Touch me and see.  A ghost does not 

have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”  There is a process here that is 

very human.  The route from doubt to belief is not neat and tighty, point a to 

point b.  The next verse begins, “while they were disbelieving and still 

wondering”.   

 

And while this process is happening, something really interesting happens.  

Jesus asks them to help him.  Their leader who seems to have power over 

space and time, has a request for them.  It’s almost like Jesus knows the 

process of belief may take awhile and rather than get mad at these disciples 

for not getting it and not believing what they see,  Jesus asks, “uh hey 

guys…while you’re thinking about this…you got anything to eat?  I’m 

starving!”.  Jesus the Holy One of God is hungry!  I was thinking about what he 



has been up to since the resurrection and he’s been travelling a lot and the 

last time he was with Cleopas and the other disciples in Emmaus he broke the 

bread but then disappeared.  Before all that tradition has it and our creed 

alludes to Jesus going to the realm of the dead for three days, some say he 

was preaching to a difficult crowd there, but inviting all into the promises that 

are beyond space and time.  Maybe this infinite work took a toll on him, 

maybe he needed to eat, but what seems more important to him and the 

disciples is that he can eat.  He is able to do this most human of things.  Maybe 

he missed the disciples cooking!  But he is able to show them in one more way 

that he is with them!  Not just as a ghost or a spirit but the friend that they knew 

and missed. 

 

Jesus shows up.  Just like we believe Christ’s presence is with us as the host of 

our communion meal, connecting a community of believers through time and 

space, Jesus is with them in that moment.  And Jesus asks them to provide the 

food for him, just like he told them to help the crowds of thousands to get 

something to eat.  There is a role and an opportunity to serve and live into 

Christ’s love for them in that moment, to give our Lord that food.  We believe 

that we are called to ask for help and share help with those around us, inspired 

by Christ who told us he was with us in those around us with the greatest need.  

Jesus eats and then he explains once again who he is and who the Scriptures 

say he is.  And then he tells those gathered that they are witnesses.  And we 

are also witnesses of these things.  We are invited to see the revealed Christ 

before us and to witness to others about who Christ is and why he came to us, 

but perhaps most importantly that Jesus is with us, in our midst.  And that when 

we live into that presence and relationship, we see the love that God has 

given us and have the peace and assurance of knowing that we have been 

called children of God.   



 

May the love and peace of Christ be in your hearts and minds and lead you 

into the light of Christ!  Amen. 

 


