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Grace and peace in the name of God our loving Creator and our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

The first thing Jesus does in cleansing the temple in Jerusalem is to free the 

animals and then he drives them out of the Temple and into the streets.  The 

first thing I thought of when I read the gospel this week were movies from my 

youth, like the scene in ET when Elliot releases all the frogs in the biology 

classroom and chaos ensues.  Or the Robin Williams’ movie from the 90’s 

called Jumanji where the characters find a magical board game that brings a 

jungle wild to their living rooms, and eventually this wild jungle reality takes 

over their house and their whole town, so there are monkeys in the kitchen 

and lions, tigers, and rhinos running through the streets.  It’s a mess! 

 

But what Jesus is doing is not creating disorder but restoring order.  You see 

what feels like order and what feels normal for us humans and us religious folk, 

God may see as disorder and against God’s intentions.  God delayed human 

followers from building a Temple as long as possible, probably knowing that 

when create temples, people begin worshiping the building and those who 

built it, rather than the God behind it.  Now God may have blessed a sacrificial 

Temple system, in which animals were sacrificed, but this was a sign of true 

faith, and also a way that fed the priests and the poor people were fed in the 

city.   God may have known that when you create cities humans would 

accumulate power and wealth and there would always be people left out in 

need of food.   



 

Jesus seems to see what this sacrificial system has become, a transactional 

system, that makes people money because they know the faithful will come to 

do their duty, and leads to the death of these animals that are not sacrificed 

from the herds of the faithful but likely from cattle raised for this purpose like an 

ancient factory farm.  Jesus shows up in the temple and interrupts the norms of 

the people.  He seems to create chaos but in reality he is restoring the order 

and reminding those that witness it of the created order.  This is a messianic act 

where Jesus is claiming authority within the Temple.  He is saying he is more 

connected to God’s will and desire than anyone in that Temple.  And he tells 

them they should start over, and look to him as the Temple not a building.  

When a kid asks where does God live, we don’t say in a church building, but in 

Jesus and through him, in us and all around us, rather than a contained 

physical location. 

 

As we begin, in hope, to plan for safe returns to our worship spaces, I hope we 

bring with us the lessons we’ve learned during this pandemic, that relate to this 

gospel story.  Church buildings are gifts for gathering our community and 

housing our ministries that reach into the world for good.  But they are in need 

of a spiritual cleansing every once and awhile.  To remind us that buildings do 

not hold God.  God is loose in the world and just like those animals running 

through the streets, God is out there, the Spirit is out there bringing the wildness 

of God’s love and power to people as Jesus did.  Whenever we begin to think 

that God is in a building I hope we can remember the worship we had when 

we were out in the courtyard or here in the parking lot, or even online, and say 

God was there too.  The church was there too!  Remembering these 

experiences will bring more life to what we do inside the church building and 

outside of it! 



 

Do we want to get back in our buildings? Yes, but we should always remember 

that while God meets us there, that is not where God is contained and our 

buildings are not our churches.  We are the church when we gather in Jesus’ 

name.  When we listen to and receive Christ’s promises and follow his lead into 

the world.  We are the church, not a building. 

 

During this time of covid, it might have felt like we are living in disorder, 

because life has not felt normal.  But God interrupts our “normal” to teach us 

important lessons, we wouldn’t hear otherwise.  We may feel we are in chaos 

without our church and our rituals within it, but I think God has used this time to 

reorder the faithful and remind us of what is truly important in our faith and life 

together, Jesus Christ, our savior who loves us and frees us and died on a cross 

to defeat what we could not. 

 

Christ on the cross reordered the world and flipped expectations.  Taking a 

symbol of an empire’s brutal power and making it a symbol of love, glory and 

triumph in the face of a world that probably can’t see it.  A world that may see 

only foolishness in a symbol of faith that seems to announce defeat, not 

victory.   

 

Jesus always invites us into a truth that others may not see.  A truth and wisdom 

that may seem like foolishness to others around us.  Paul asks us, “Has not God 

made foolish the wisdom of the world?”  But he claims “God’s foolishness is 

wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 

strength”. 

 



Perhaps gathering out here in a parking lot on a Sunday morning seems foolish 

to the world.  And perhaps one of the reasons we like going inside of a church 

is so we can worship in private, rather than out in the world.   

 

When Jesus drove the animals out of the Temple and claimed authority over 

this sacred space, to many he would have seemed a fool.  “He’s a madman” 

you can almost here them whisper.  But this act was an act of Godly wisdom.   

 

Jesus knew what was to come for him, even then.  Why sacrifice these 

animals, when he would soon be hanging from the cross? Not to appease an 

angry God like other religions but to show us the way when we follow God’s 

love completely.  Jesus dies to defeat all that holds us.  To free us from what 

holds us.  In the cleansing of the temple, he reminds us that no building can 

hold him, or hold his followers.  We are called into the world as a collection of 

fools following God’s love where it takes us.  Into the streets, to reorder the 

chaos around that love, to transform lives and the rules that the wise of this 

world tell us is normal, into the reign of God, that leads us to life abundant, 

uncontained, and truly free.    

 

We are set free like those animals were set free.  When it is safe to connect 

with our neighbors without fears of viruses, will we take advantage of that or 

will we go back to our norms, and contain our lives in what is comfortable and 

normal.  Will we sacrifice our opportunity to truly live free and abundant in 

Christ, to the altar of a normal religious life?  I pray that we see Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God leading us into new life, into seeing the 

world the way God does, and inviting others deeper into this wild loving light 

that is Jesus Christ. 

 



May the love and peace of Christ be in your hearts and minds and lead you 

into the light of Christ that helps us see our neighbors on the journey and God 

loose in the world!  Amen. 

 


