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Grace and peace to you in the name of God our Loving Creator and our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

I like that our text from Isaiah begins by saying that the servant is called to 

“sustain the weary with a word”.  Easier said than done, especially after such 

spiritual whiplash between Jesus’ triumphal entry in Jerusalem and the 

crucifixion at Golgotha, just outside of town.  I wanted to let the texts do the 

talking this morning as much as possible, with the dual gospel lessons and two 

other lessons that sing off the page and into our ears.  Our Old Testament 

Lesson was the third song of the suffering servant that the Prophet Isaiah 

described to a community in exile and our Second Lessons is what is known as 

the Christ Hymn from Philippians 2, which is thought to be one of the earliest 

Christian songs that the audience would have known. 

 

During a time when we don’t sing the way we used to in church, I hope this 

was a good chance to sing All Glory Laud and Honor and these texts help us 

understand who Jesus is and pull us into a song.  The Song of the Suffering 

Servant and the Christ Hymn of Philippians are very similar.  Both describe 

God’s chosen as someone who suffers and empties himself but for a purpose:  

to reveal God’s love and power to those who are able to see it. 

 

Last year when I talked about the Triumphal Entry and the gospel reading of 

the Passion Story, I talked about Jesus picking a fight with the authorities.  His 



arrival in Jerusalem would have been an announcement and a challenge 

both to the Romans who had reinforced their military presence during the 

Passover to shut down any potential revolution against their reign while the 

pilgrim population swelled in the city.  But the way Jesus entered on a young 

donkey would have been a challenge to religious authorities who would have 

recognized it as Jesus publicly living into the Messianic claims that many had 

raised about him.  So these stories could be seen as Jesus picking a fight with 

the authorities right when the tension was most high in the Temple city.  After 

that entry, it was pretty clear that if the Romans didn’t get to him the religious 

authorities would for asserting this type of claim and authority.  The Servant of 

Isaiah says that they have set their face like flint—a stone that shines in the light 

and is struck in order to start fires.  Jesus’ presence in the city was presenting his 

face and his body as flint to the authorities that would meet him there. 

 In the early church there were questions about why Jesus needed to die 

and who was responsible for his death.  Early Christians went back to the 

Servant Songs in Isaiah to understand Jesus as being the one who would give 

“his back to those who struck me” who would “not hide his face from insult 

and spitting”.  It may not look like the God that most people expect but the 

early Christians believed that God was with Jesus as he endured these earthly 

punishments.  The Suffering Servant says, “The Lord helps me therefore I have 

not been disgraced…It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me 

guilty”.  It was a trial that was overseen by Romans that declared Jesus guilty, 

but the religious authorities of the time were the ones that were often to 

blame. 

 But these texts tell another story as well, one that challenges our 

presence in the story as part of the crowd who gladly grab the palms to 

welcome Jesus into the mess of an occupied Holy City, seeing him as the one 

who could save them, they shout “Hosanna” and call him “King”.  And then 



when he does not appear to be the King they envisioned, when they see him 

beaten and bruised with a mocking crown of thorns, they are done with him 

and yell “crucify him”.   In looking at the two reactions, it seems that the crowd 

is just as much to blame.  They seem to want to use Jesus.  They want him to 

save them and improve their situation.  When he doesn’t they refuse him and 

throw him out as refuse.   

My wife has told me that she grew up hearing the term A and P 

Christians.  A & P being a grocery store on the East Coast, but in reference to 

church goers it referred to A and P as “ashes and palms”, or in other words the 

people that will come to church when something is handed out or given to 

them.  And this sounds like how I understand the crowds, as consumers who 

are looking to get something out of Jesus, if they don’t get what they want 

they will not stick around for the ups and downs of a journey with God. 

We want a God who fixes things and glorifies us!  When get a God whose 

idea of glory is suffering and emptying himself completely, as Philippians says, 

“even to the point of death on a cross” we may decide maybe that isn’t what 

we signed up for.  But that is true discipleship.  The hard road rather than the 

easy one.  The relationships that drive us a little crazy sometimes, but also 

nourish us and gives us joy and hope.  God offers that world of relationships in 

Jesus who tells us he comes to bring abundant life.  Not perfect life or a life of 

earthly glory and riches, but a life of abundance, when we open up our lives 

to God. 

But God also holds up the mirror to us on this Palm/Passion Sunday.  We 

are the people who pick up the palms and cheer Jesus on to the glory we 

hope for and we are the ones who are disappointed when he lets us down 

and doesn’t fix our lives or the world around us fast enough.  Jesus came to 

love a world that was imperfect and to show us how to love it too.  In our lives 

we may be challenged to go against the crowds and show love.  We may be 



challenged to take blame and suffer when we don’t deserve it.  And we are 

asked to take courage into those situations where we see others suffer when 

they don’t deserve it and to see Jesus in them.  We are called to not be the 

crowd that looks the other way, but enter into the suffering and brokenness of 

this world with the passion of our Lord as a guide.  We are not shiny happy 

Christian people, we are called to be Christians who foreheads shine like flint 

as we enter into the world for the sake of the Lord we love, knowing what he 

did and the love he has for us and every person, even those caught up in a 

crowd of sin.  We know that is us too, but Jesus loves us too much to let us or 

others stay in that sin.  Jesus died for us.  We don’t need to be Jesus but we are 

called to be his hands and feet, and continue the work he did on earth.  That 

work may be difficult and we may not get credit for what we do. But as we 

journey to the cross this Holy Week, we remember that is not why we follow 

Jesus.  We are not with Jesus for glory or credit.  We are with Jesus because we 

know Jesus loves us even though we may be part of the crowds, but we are 

called to know that we can stand with him in the midst of the crowd and we 

will never be alone.  We know we are with a community of saints in need of 

God’s grace. 

 

Amen.   

 

May the peace that passes all understanding keep your heart, your mind in 

the promises of Christ Jesus our Savior.  Amen. 

 

 


