


First Lutheran Church
Joshua Graber, Pastor

westallispastor@gmail.com
 

7400 West Lapham Street, West Allis, WI 53214
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Phone: 414.476.4664
Email: firstlutheranelca@att.net
Web: www.firstlutheranelca.org

 

 Welcome to Worship!
 

We’re glad you’re here. As a community of faith we come together to give thanks and praise to God who has
abundantly blessed each one of us. If you are a guest and are interested in finding out more about our

congregation please contact the church office.
 

This is Christ’s Church.
There is a place for you here.

 

We are a church that shares a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you
as a whole person—questions, complexities, and all. Join us as we do God’s work in Christ’s name for the life of

the world! Thanks for worshiping with us! We hope to see you again soon!
 
Order of Worship
 

Prelude - “Now the Green Blade Rises”, #379
 

Welcome and Announcements
 

Confession and Forgiveness
 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, our rock
and our redeemer.

C: Amen.
L: Fountain of living water,
C: pour out your mercy over us.  Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.  Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.  Wash us in your cleansing flood.  Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in
the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.

 

L: Beloved, God’s word never fails.  The promise rests on grace:  by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the
wisdom and power of God, your sins are☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the
way of Jesus.

C: Amen.
 
 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
C: And also with you.
 

Prayer of the Day
L: Let us pray.



C: O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen
us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

 

First Reading - Jeremiah 31:31-34
 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD.
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
 

L: The word of the Lord. C:    Thanks be to God.
 

Psalm 51:1-12
 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin. 
3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are justified when you speak and
right in your judgment. 
5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.
6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me know wisdom deep within.
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be purer than snow.
8Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
 

Gospel Reading - John 12:20-33
 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this
world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant
be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.
  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason
that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it,
and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An
angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
 

L: The word of the Lord. C:    Thanks be to God.
 

Sermon Pastor Joshua Graber
 

Hymn of the Day - “My Song is Love Unknown”, #343



 

1 My song is love unknown, my Savior's love to me,
love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be.
Oh, who am I that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die?
my Lord should take frail flesh and die?

 

2 He came from his blest throne salvation to bestow;
the world that was his own would not its Savior know.
But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, who at my need his life did spend!
who at my need his life did spend!

 

6 Here might I stay and sing—no story so divine!
Never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine.
This is my friend, in whose sweet praise I all my days could gladly spend!
I all my days could gladly spend!

 

Affirmation of Faith
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and
born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He
descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the

right hand of the Father, He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

 
Prayers of Intercession
L: Hear us, O God. C: Your mercy is great.
 

Sharing the Peace
 

Offering Prayer
L: Faithful God,
C: you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven.

Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.  Amen.

 

Communion - “The Great Thanksgiving”
 

L:     The Lord be with you. C:     And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
 

Words of Institution
 

L: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
re-membrance of me.

 

Lord’s Prayer
 



C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

 

Distribution
This is the Lord’s meal. Jesus is the host. We are his guests. Jesus welcomes everyone to come and eat and be nourished,
fed and forgiven. Come and eat and live!
 
Post Communion Prayer
L: God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. Send

us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
 

Blessing
L: You are what God made you to be:  created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved,

freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and
life-giving Trinity.

C: Amen.
 

Dismissal
L: Go in peace.  Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
 

Postlude - “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”, #338
  

Organist - Gary Hanson
Soloist - Stuart Mitchell

 
Birthdays This Week

 

3/27 - Dolores Hurst
 

Anniversaries This Week
3/24 - Lori & Joel Marquez - 13 yrs.

 

As a community we pray:
 

For those with immediate needs of healing and strength:
Carleen Erickson, Diane Gallegos, Dale Hedman, Joan Hirschinger, Dawn Lychwick, Ben Miller, Jan Pleur,
Mary Selner, Billie Tripi, Rachel Tripi, Kimberly Zappa and Becky

 
For those who are sick with coronavirus and for the health care professionals who are caring for them.

For our homebound members (in italics) & those with ongoing concerns:
Aaron Behnke, John Bennethum, Janell Cyrus, Mary Dana, Gayle Falk, Terry Favre, Betty and Emil Grulke,
Gary Hanson, Shannon Irvine, John Isaacson, Carrie Pflugradt, Lavone Reis, James Ribnek, Charlie
Ruzick, Carla Syut, Joyce and Don Thornwall, Dave Wegener, Jeanette Zeinert and Pat Zuback

 
For all those serving in the armed forces:



Robert Chrzanowski, Andrew Dowd and David MacDonald

Lenten Bible Study
Pastor Josh will be leading Lenten Bible Studies on Wednesday at 12 noon and 6:00 p.m. on Zoom.  If you
would like to join one of the sessions, please notify the church office.  The theme for the fourth study on
March 24th is Let Your Light Shine.  Our baptisms end with the call to “Let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Mt 5: 16). How do we understand our
call to share, reflect, and magnify the light of God in our own lives?
 


