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Grace and peace in the name of God our loving Creator and our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

The two text we read today remind me of someone saying, “Have you heard 

the news?” 

 

The text from Isaiah begins with the questions, “Have you not known?  Have 

you not heard?”  And then goes on to describe how great God is.  How he 

watches over everything on earth.  Isaiah unleashes a list of brags about God 

that almost reminds me of a rap where the rapper just tells everyone how 

great they are and why they are the best.  But there is much more to this bold 

announcement from the prophet about the God he serves. 

 

And in the Gospel of Mark we hear the story of Jesus’ first healing.  It doesn’t 

seem planned and it happens during the Sabbath.  One of the disciples 

mother-in-laws is sick and the text says that Jesus, “Took her by the hand and 

lifted her up”.  The fever leaves her and she begins to repay that kindness with 

the kindness of hosting this party that her son in law brought to her house.  Little 

does she know that when others hear the news of her healing, people start 

lining up outside of her house as soon as the Sabbath ends at sunset.  She 

didn’t sign up for this, but within hours the text says that “the whole city was 

gathered around her door”.  Can you imagine?  What a scene it would be?  

And what a fever dream to wake up from, only to seemingly enter into 

another fever dream of the whole community coming to your door.  But of 



course, they weren’t coming to her, but the man who healed her, Jesus, who 

immediately began to cure people sick with various diseases that should up in 

her yard.  He exorcised demons too and kept them from telling people who He 

was.  This almost seems like the opposite of what Isaiah days about Yahweh, 

but we know that Jesus was God and deserved the same tributes.  But this was 

the humble beginning of all of that. 

 

Here in this little village at this little door, people come to Jesus, inspired by the 

hope that he is for them!  While others ignore the sick in this society, perhaps 

these people have been hidden behind close doors, but suddenly when there 

is hope, the hidden population of this town shows up.  The formerly hopeless, 

are met by a man who gives them hope because He has the power to heal 

and renew their strength and their life.  Just like Isaiah says in his speech, “those 

who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings 

like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint”.  

Jesus is the Lord that they have waited on.  He healed a man possessed at the 

synagogue and then he renews Simon Peter’s Mother-in-law, and slowly he 

heals and exorcises this whole crowd and yet…the text says that he heals 

many, but not all.  Could he not get through the whole group?  Could he not 

heal every ailment?  Is it possible that even the greatest of healers had his 

limits?  That he needed sleep? 

 

The gospel then tells us that while it was very early and still dark, Jesus got up 

and went to a deserted place where he prayed.  Jesus the healer, also seems 

to need to go to the source and recharge his spirit by finding the time and 

space to pray.  His disciples come searching for him, the text actually says they 

were “hunting” for him!  When they find him they say, “Everyone is searching 

for you?”  Everyone?  Still?  Even all the people he healed and helped the last 



night?  It seems like it never ends for Jesus!  There was obviously more work to 

do in this town, but Jesus calls his disciples and they move on to the next town.  

Rather than setting up camp and making this place the center of his ministry, 

he decides to be a moving target, first for the people that seek him because 

they are in need of healing and hope, and then as a target for the authorities 

who seek to end this disruption of their power and peace, and make him 

submit to their vision of God, and religious and political authority.  But Jesus 

knows the words of Isaiah who reminds all that there is no equal to God and 

no god or power that comes before Yahweh.   

 

Jesus’ compass keeps him moving, but it also points him back to God and 

prayer.  He somehow carves out space and time for prayer.  If Jesus could find 

time and space to pray, when you know how everywhere he went people 

were demanding his time and attention, how come we can’t find space and 

time for prayer? 

 

I know our lives are busy, but do they really compare to Jesus’ life and ministry?  

Can we be inspired by him, not just to do something we feel like we should do 

in praying, but to do something that we believe helps us do what we need to 

do, what we are called to do, and what even helps us to do things that are 

very difficult for us.  That is what God offers us.  God says we will be lifted up 

and loved through that connection.  God calls on those who are tired.  God 

offers hope to the hopeless.  God wants us to not grow weary and faint. 

 

Our church, First Lutheran, is calling leaders to join Council and a new Mission 

Planning Team.  I recognize that there is often fatigue and burnout among 

leaders and volunteers in a small church, is present here too.  But I am so 

encouraged that many of you who have thought about leadership at First this 



year, have prayed about it and answered the call.  There is so much good to 

do and so much we can do by remembering the words of our God, the 

presence of Jesus and the power of the Spirit with us.   

 

In this important year 2021, when we are hoping to emerge from a pandemic, 

when our nations and communities still look for healing and hope in times that 

sometimes seem hopeless—God is with us and God will give us a vision that 

can make us preach like Isaiah and heal as God’s hands and feet in this 

community.  As we move forward, as Jesus moved into his ministry, we 

remember that God’s wings are still our refuge, and God’s faithfulness our 

shield.  God continues to lift us up and to lift up this congregation, and God 

continues to invite us into that strength.  A place and power where we can 

return as Jesus did into the presence of a God who cares for us.  We don’t 

need to be Jesus.  We don’t need to take on everything He did, nor could we 

do that.  But we can continue to learn from Jesus how to immerse ourselves in 

God’s healing of our body mind and spirit, and how to find the time and 

space to let God care for us, so we have the strength to be Christ’s body on 

this earth and meet each day as Jesus did in a relationship with a God who 

loves us. 

 

May the peace that passes all understanding keep your heart and mind in 

Christ Jesus our Lord! 

 

 

 


