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Grace and peace in the name of God our loving Creator and our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

Today, we remember the Baptism of Our Lord, and as we remember this 

moment that begins Jesus’ public ministry on earth, we are grateful for the gift 

of baptism in our own lives.  In the text from Acts, Paul on his travels meets 

some disciples in Ephesus, and he asks them about their baptism.   

 

And I was wondering if you could answer some questions about your baptism.  

Do you remember your baptism?  Were you a baby or older?  Where was it?  

Who was there?  What pastor presided?  What was said?  Whoever else was 

there as you entered into the Christian Church, we trust that the Holy Spirit was 

named and present.  And wherever the Holy Spirit is we know Jesus is there 

also, because we as Christians believe that the work of the Holy Spirit reveals 

Christ and the love and values of his kingdom, his reign in the world.  So, it is a 

package deal!  If Jesus is there, the Holy Spirit comes too and where the Holy 

Spirit is, there you will hear Jesus proclaimed.  

 

And that’s why, Paul, when he meets these disciples--questions what baptism 

they had experience--if they hadn’t hear that good news.  Was the baptism 

was about them and their repentance, but not about God sending the Holy 

Spirit into their lives so they could actively proclaim Jesus and his kingdom.   

 



We as Lutherans and Christians rarely rebaptize someone, we believe as long 

as the baptism does what Christ and the early church told us to do and the 

Trinity is proclaimed Father, Son and Holy Spirit we believe that a baptism is 

valid no matter what church or denomination it is in.  But here in Acts, we hear 

that Paul actually rebaptized these disciples, because they didn’t not know 

what the Holy Spirit was.  Without the Holy Spirit Paul seems to be saying, their 

baptism is a baptism of repentance like John the Baptist practiced, but didn’t 

represent the baptismal life we are invited into with Jesus as part of the church 

that is guided by the work of the Holy Spirit.  John himself says, “I baptized you 

with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit”.  

 

Jesus’ baptism is quite dramatic and perhaps as we remember our baptism it 

doesn’t seem to live up to what is described there.  At Jesus’ baptism, he sees 

the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him and a 

voice from heaven says, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with whom I am well 

pleased.”  We may not share that same title or call, or the drama of his 

baptism.  We may not have seen the light or heard a voice, but that is the 

baptism we also are baptized into.  We as Christians believe we are baptized 

into Christ’s death and resurrection and while Jesus was declared as the Son of 

God at his baptism, at our baptism Jesus was declared as the Son of God, and 

our Lord and Savior.  That calls us into a life in the Spirit and a life with him as his 

body on this earth. 

 

The question Paul may have told these believers in Ephesus was, “why would 

you want to skip over that part?  That’s the really good part!”  But so many 

Christians do skip that part even now.   

 



Baptisms of repentance are powerful experiences and they happen in 

different forms, when people turn from their ways and the powers that are not 

of God—that may have led and had power over their lives.  Baptisms of 

repentance acknowledge God and turn to him.  But baptisms of repentance 

may focus on our action often more than God’s.  It’s easy to get caught up in 

our own righteousness through it, rather than pointing to God’s righteousness 

and a God who died on the cross for us.  God shows up where God pleases 

but when we invite God in to help us and when we name the power of Jesus 

and the Holy Spirit, we live into life with them in a new way.  In a way that is not 

a one-time event, but a baptismal identity and relationship with Jesus that we 

return to whenever we need to remember God’s love for us and call for our 

lives.  Our lives in Christ are “new every morning” and our lives continue to be 

transformed and renewed.  This is the good news of Christ.   

 

In our Sunday School class yesterday, we talked about angels and in the 

Biblical story these messengers of God show up often at unexpected times, but 

in Jesus’ story, it is interesting that they show up at his birth and his resurrection, 

to mark this life as sacred and his identity as the son of God.  And in the Gospel 

of Mark, His ministry is also marked with this tearing open of the heavens at his 

baptism and at His death the temple curtain is torn in two.  The Temple curtain 

that is where God was believed to reside is torn open and in Jesus, we realize 

God is on the loose and in Jesus’ work on the cross, God’s forgiveness flows 

over a world in need of it.  God is free and so are we.   

 

This is God’s voice in action, telling us to pay attention and telling us the power 

of this event and the life and death of his Son.  And as we discern God’s voice 

over other voices, we are called to listen to the voice that reflects the values 

and love of God.  We listen to who Jesus was and what and who he cared 



about.  We don’t just wrap ourselves in a flag that says “Jesus” while we do the 

opposite and commit idolatry by putting other people, parties or values above 

what we know Jesus cares about.  

 

God’s forgiveness is with all, and repentance is always possible, but God wants 

something more than a transactional repentance. God wants relationship with 

us.   I was struck by the image of the people waving big flags that said “Jesus” 

in the midst of the attempt to overthrow our government on Wednesday.  

What are they trying to say about Jesus and what work do we have to clarify 

who Jesus is and what Jesus cares about to those that saw that and wondered 

what these people think Jesus’ voice is telling them? 

It leads us to an important question about our own faith.  How do we know 

Jesus voice from other voices?  We may need help hearing God’s voice and 

remembering Jesus voice.  And that’s ok.  Actually asking for help rather than 

assuming you already know all the answers is probably a good thing.  

 

 That’s why we go back to Scripture and that is why we gather for Church.  So 

that we can help each other remember the faith and go out into the world, 

knowing who we are and who’s we are and not getting confused or confusing 

others about who Jesus is and who God is.  We may not perceive God’s voice 

the way Jesus did at baptism or witnesses did, when the temple curtain was 

torn, but in our lives God’s voice is powerful, and the Spirit goes with us in our 

baptismal calls out in the world.  Sometimes it takes time to understand what 

these things mean.  It isn’t always with absolute clarity in the moment for us. 

 

God’s voice continues to name us as loved and forgiven children.  We are 

adopted into Christ’s identity as God’s Beloved, though we know we don’t 

deserve it based on our own actions or ability to understand all that God has 



made known to us.  God’s voice for each of us and all of us is powerful.  God’s 

love for us and creation is infinite and he calls us to its care.  To share the love 

we have received with our neighbors and all of creation. 

 

God’s voice is powerful though we may need to lean in to hear it and the 

devil may try to confuse us and block it out, or replace it with other voices and 

calls that pretend to be from heaven, the voice that splits through time and 

into our time with an eternal message. 

 

The psalm says “the voice of the Lord is a powerful voice, the voice of the Lord 

is a voice of splendor.  The voice of the Lord breaks cedar trees…the voice of 

the Lord burst forth in lightning flashes.”  Powerful images and at Creation in 

Genesis the Lord has power in naming the light and calling it good.  God calls 

it day with Creator’s voice calls it good.  And with the same voice God calls us 

by name and calls us good.   

 

In Jesus, God’s voice is heard saying that our sins are forgiven and God’s 

grace is for us.  We hear this voice after confession at the beginning of our 

services, when we hear Jesus’ love and forgiveness professed.  We hear this in 

the preacher’s voice, even on days when we struggle to believe it’s true.  And 

God’s voice comes to us at Jesus’ table.  When his body and blood fills us with 

the grace we need to meet each day and know God calls each one of His 

children good.  And so we try to lean into that voice when we see our 

neighbor and know God loves them even when we struggle to see or hear 

God’s voice in them.   

 

God’s voice rings with power even if sometimes it comes to us in a whisper.  

The God who created everything loves you.  Jesus died for you.  The Holy Spirit 



claims you and leads you so you can listen to and share God’s voice with the 

world to neighbors that need to hear it. 

 

May the peace that passes all understanding keep your heart and mind in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 


