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Grace and Peace to you in the name of God our loving creator and our lord and 

savior Jesus Christ! 

 

“Comfort, O Comfort, my people” says our God.  This is the big announcement we 

hear at the beginning of this our second Sunday in Advent 2020.  It was first spoken 

2500 years ago to a group of people in exile in a foreign land, in what is modern day 

Iraq across the desert from the homes they remember or have heard the older 

generations talk about.  This people has been pulled away from their homeland of 

Judah, the land around the city of Jerusalem by the Babylonians.  Now a new power 

has threatened their rulers, as Cyrus of Persia becomes the worldly power in the 

region.  What will these mean for the Jewish population in Babylon?  Are they just 

pieces on chess board… Pawns pushed around by forces they don’t have any say 

over? 

 

For the people of Judah in exile, they hear this announcement of Comfort as the 

commencement of a new era.  They have grown tired of hearing words of judgment 

from the prophets and experiencing the exile in a foreign land.  They believe God 

has put them into exile as punishment for their sins.  They may have expected a 

continuation of this new normal, but I can see them as they lean in to hear this 

message, like a family leaning in listening to a radio to hear an important message in 

the pre-television era, or how you all lean in to try to hear my voice on the radio or 

computer.  They lean in and hear hope and it is powerful.  This message of Comfort 

sounds radical and exciting to this audience in exile.   

 

They have been waiting in Babylon for 70 years and three generations.  They have 

remembered the former glory of their Temple, now destroyed and questioned why 



they went through what they did.  They have taught the stories to the younger 

generations and now as they lean in to hear from the Prophet herald they hear an 

announcement that reminds them God is still speaking and God is still with them, and 

even that God will lead them as a shepherd leads the flock, gathering little lambs in 

their arms, like you would carry a baby kitten. 

 

It is an announcement that declares a change in what their future looks like, that 

helps them understand their reality in a new way.  An earthly power is doing God’s 

work, but not bringing punishment and exile as they expect, but surprising them with 

hope and a highway.  The prophet Isaiah announces “In the wilderness prepare the 

way of the Lord, make straight a highway for our God.” 

 

If any of you have worked construction, you know that a lot of work goes into 

creating new roads.  You need to know the land, take measurement and grade the 

gravel or pavement.  So when you hear “Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 

mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level and the 

rough places plain” you know there is work involved.  But this a promise from God 

that what may have seemed like a distance unable to be travelled will now be open.   

 

For many they will hear this as God going ahead of them and preparing a way for 

them between Babylon and Judah.  It is a promise that they will be able to return 

home.   

 

But for many this is not a physical highway, but a highway between them and God.  

Many wondered if God had been silent and would leave them in exile, now they 

hear this new word.  The highway reminds them that God is present and with them, 

and the road between their hearts and a loving Comforting God is ready to be built 

and ready for them to travel.  It is a spiritual highway out of the wilderness of their 

feelings of despair.   

 



For still others this the heights and depths being leveled is about who has access to 

God.  It is about the invitation going out to all people as equals, not protected by 

one class from the heights and inaccessible to others deemed too lowly.  No, God is 

creating a highway with access for all.  This is good news!  This announcement of 

Comfort may not sound too radical, but it is a big deal for God’s people in exile, who 

have felt forgotten and left out! 

 

It’s easy for us to think of ourselves as a people in exile these days, when our lives 

have been changed and our access to God in the places familiar to us have been 

changed.  For many of us the news of a Vaccine coming, may sounds a bit like 

“Comfort, comfort my people”!  But this text is a reminder that God is with us, 

wherever we are, not just in getting us back to the normalcy we crave, but also and 

especially in circumstances that aren’t normal.  These circumstances remind us of the 

relationship with God as most important, wherever we are.  We are reminded that 

God has an excellent spiritual construction company that can get through to any 

destination and blast through barriers to that relationship.  God is with us here!  God is 

with you in our homes!  The Spirit connects us all!  Today after the service, I will be 

bringing communion to those that have not had it for some time.  Extending the 

travelling table we experience here, and reminding others that God makes a way 

and brings us to each other even through the barriers we face today.   

 

The Gospel of Mark also announce big news!  The start of the gospel is an 

announcement, ‘The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 

 

And we meet John who picks up the words of Isaiah and makes them true for his 

day.  Mark says that John the Baptist is a messenger preparing the way for this good 

news.  The Gospel says, John is the “voice crying out in the wilderness:  Prepare the 

way of the Lord, make his paths straight”.  John goes into the wilderness and 

welcomes all to be baptized and from our biblical accounts it did make the way 

straight for the people that came.  Rich and poor came, even members of the 

Roman occupiers were there.  All confessed their sins…Confession really is the great 



equalizer.  That’s why we begin our services with the confession.  It gets us all to the 

same place and the same level.  We all fall short and confess together.  And we all 

hear the forgiveness that abounds, filling the places in our hearts that we have 

believed were barriers to God getting to us.  This is the highway in our hearts that God 

builds again and again.  And from his table he feeds us forgiveness to all who follow 

that road, path to his love. 

 

The Love of God is with us wherever we are through faith.  As we light our second 

advent candle, the candle of faith and love, we remember first God’s love for us.  

We remember how God finds us in our wilderness, whether we have the candles or 

not.  Whether we have a physical temple or not.  Whether we see the community of 

saints or not, they are with us through Christ and the holy Spirit’s work.   

 

John prepares the way for Jesus.  John baptizes with water, but Jesus’ baptism is with 

fire and power.  Fire that won’t go out like a candle.  The flame of Christ’s presence is 

always with us through faith, wherever we are.  We carry it with us with our baptism. 

Jesus makes a way to our hearts and lights the way for our return to God’s heart 

again and again.  So hear the good news, people of First Lutheran and Luther 

Memorial, God says to you, “Comfort, comfort my people”.  The Lord is always 

working to get to you, wherever you are, and the road is always open for travel 

because the love of God is more powerful than any empire.  Even when we fell feel 

stuck in the mud, God will find you again and again and pull you out!  We as Christ’s 

hands and feet pull each other out and remind one another of the way of love that 

Jesus has shown us.  Comfort, Comfort my people!  This is good news…that is for you 

today and every day!  Amen. 

 

May God bless you this Advent season as we see God in our midst and share the 

good news of God’s presence and hope with one another and the world!  Amen. 


