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Grace and Peace to You in the name of God Our Loving Creator and Our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!   

 

Good morning!  Welcome to the first, First Lutheran outdoor Drive-in Worship at 

Luther Memorial!  We are gratefully for all of you that have been able to 

gather with us today and those joining us from home!   

 

Today, we only had two lessons, from Paul’s epistle to the Jesus followers in 

Thessalonica, in the country of Macedonia, North of Greece, a text that was 

written in about the year 50 AD, or around 20 years after Jesus died and the 

Gospel of Matthew that was likely written 20 years after that.  These texts share 

a few things in common, they are Scripture that teach us about who God is 

and both reveal Jesus as the center of God’s message for us.   

 

We followers of Jesus at First Lutheran are celebrating and encouraging 

Gratitude in this month of November, as we listen to God’s call about how we 

share our time, talents, and possessions generously through our church, our 

families, our communities, and the world.  As Christians we know that we are 

connected by God to all our neighbors and all God’s children throughout the 

world.  And today with these texts we are reminded that we are a part of 

God’s generous invitation to the whole world to enter into the abundant love 

of God for them. 

 



Stewardship sermons are often about money, but really the focus should 

always be on generosity and how we are invited into God’s generosity, 

through the gifts we are given.  The way we use our resources is important and 

includes our time, our talents, and our financial resources. 

 

The parable I read today from Matthew is a famous parable that is often used 

to talk about money.  It is common for churches to use this text as a proof text 

that encourages giving more money in the offering plate or in pledge cards.  

And yes while we are in the midst of that traditional stewardship campaign, I 

would like us to think about this text in another way that opens it up the way I 

think Jesus intended.  It is still about generosity, but it is not a way of saying 

those with money should get more money, or if you don’t risk your money you 

are punished.   

 

The talents are a form of money, but I believe they are a metaphor for 

something even more valuable.  A talent was worth 6000 denari or 100 years of 

work.  This is an amount that is bigger than the biggest dollar bill we have.  The 

average salary in Wisconsin in 2020 according to Zip Recruiter is $56,509 so100 

years of salary in our context would be about $5,650,000.  It’s easy to get lost in 

these numbers, but what the parable is trying to share with us is that this is a lot 

of money!  This is an amount of money that the poor fisherman disciples that 

first listened to this story would have had giant eyes hearing.  We aren’t 

supposed to get lost in the financial value but it gets your attention doesn’t it.  

Jesus knew that money gets people to pay attention too.  But like a 

magician’s coin trick he pulls them in with this message but tries to help them 

see what is truly valuable with the rest of the story as his sleight of hand.  

 



In most parables, Jesus talkes about a character who is really supposed to be 

God, here in this parable it’s easy to see the land owner character as God as 

well, but actually it is about someone who leaves for a time and then returns.  

This comes just before Jesus is turned over to the authorities in Jerusalem.  Jesus 

is the man with the land who is “going on a journey”.  Jesus does not give his 

disciples earthly riches he gives them much more.  Jesus shows them the 

abundance of God in their midst and the promises of heaven.  Jesus gives his 

disciples the best things, the things that are so great they don’t have a price 

tag.   

 

Jesus wants his disciples to not be distracted by the money, but see the true 

value of what he gives behind it.  He doesn’t give any of his servants more they 

can handle, but it is more than any of them could ever earn.  He does not 

seem to value riches as much as the trust that is generated when the first 

servants the value they have in receiving them this gift and the master’s trust.  

They trust that it was not given to them arbitrarily, but that their master trusts 

them with it and that shows not the value of what is given, but the value of the 

one who receives it.  The master knows that what is given cannot be lost, only 

shared and multiplied.  By telling the story of God’s generosity, you create 

more generosity.   

 

The “master going on a journey”, aka Jesus, seems to reward the first two 

servants for making more money with the money that has been given, but 

really the reward is the trust, the feeling the first two servants have when they 

know their value and the trust their master has for them, makes them feel free 

to follow the master’s lead.  He gave to them and they use what is given with 

confidence.  The reward seems to be entering into the joy of the master, but 



the first two servants already did.  The master, left behind his talents, in doing so 

he knew he may never see them or his servants again.  He was free and the 

joy made him generous.  And the first two servants follow suit. 

 

But the reality is we all can forget this good news and get stuck in our fears, our 

anxieties, and start distrusting those around us, those in authority, even God.  

The third servant, is caught up in those fears and imagines the judgment of his 

master if he screws up and loses the money.  So he buries it.  And the concern 

of the master is that if he lives like that it’s like he is burying himself under all 

those fears.  Separating himself from the love and trust that is intended.  God 

doesn’t want that for us.  He wants us to live and spread love.  Even if we are 

stuck in our homes right now, we are not buried.  We are called to choose life!   

 

God sees the value in each of us and wants us to see it too.  Jesus trusts us with 

prayer and kindness and generosity that is important that is valuable because 

we are valuable.  We are all stewards of God’s love and generosity.  And even 

if we sometimes find ourselves in the place of darkness and tears and anxieties 

like the third servant seems to, Jesus keeps inviting us back in to see things 

differently…to see the value in ourselves and others, to choose life and enter 

into the joy of God’s presence wherever we are.   But I know even when we 

are invited into God’s joy, we can find reasons not to enter.  In my invitation to 

come to this worship, I quoted Psalm 16  

 

“You show me the path of life. 

    In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

    in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

  

We can get caught up in disappointments and anger, and fears that keep us 

from enjoying life and the opportunities we are given.  Covid 19 can make 



anyone grumpy because we can’t do things the way we used to, even 

worship is different, but we can make the most of what we have.  We can 

enter into the fullness of joy we have in God’s presence and the presence of 

the community as we gather to worship, indoors, outdoors, or online. 

 

We have been given so much, and even in this difficult time, especially in this 

difficult time we need to share the love and encouragement. 

 

Paul tells the Thessalonians not to get caught up in their fears and anxieties 

about the day of the Lord and to not believe others when they tell you they 

know when it is coming and can provide security to get you through it.  It is not 

something to fear.  Paul says that the Day of the Lord that Christians 

anticipated, when Christ would return will be like a thief in the night.  You can’t 

plan for it.  People shouldn’t stop working, or pray until it comes without serving 

their neighbors, or go out and get drunk.  the point is that you shouldn’t be so 

focused on the next life, that you don’t live into God’s call in this one.  And you 

shouldn’t so scared of judgment that you trust earthly powers to save you.   

 

When Paul tells the Thessalonians, “when they say “There is peace and 

security” then sudden destruction will come upon them.  He is taking the 

phrase from a Roman coin.  Just like we have the phrase “In God We Trust” on 

our coins, Roman coins also had slogans.  On the coins it said “Peace and 

Security” to remind people every time they bought or sold something that it 

happened at the will of the Roman overlords.  Paul says that these people 

may seem tough but they are in darkness and are in danger of sleeping 

through the times that are most important.   The Roman soldiers that harassed 

Christians, may seem tough, but their power is temporary, Christians live in the 



light and also have a uniform, they are recognized by the “breastplate of faith 

and love and for a helmet of the hope of salvation”.   

 

And being in the light means no matter what, whether awake or sleeping, 

Christ will come for them and they will live with Christ forever.  Knowing that, 

you can ignore the distracting stuff of this life, and people jockeying for money 

or power that won’t last and focus on what does:  Faith, love, relationships, 

trust in God and service to one another.  We too can put on that uniform! 

 

Paul says the Day of the Lord will be like a birth.  There is pain that is inevitable, 

as we experience in this life, but on the other side there is new life and 

resurrection.  That’s the invitation.  To see that new life in the life we lead 

today.  Every day, every moment, not just on the last day or judgment day, or 

on Sundays, but every day we are invited into the joy of our master, into the 

promises that don’t quit, and into the invitation to enter eternal life in what we 

do in the here and now. 

 

And now, may the peace of those promises, that pass all understanding, keep 

your heart and mind in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

 


