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What Are You Thankful For?
A Whale, a Fly and Our 2020 Pet Blessing!
A Letter From the Pastor
During November we will be inviting you to share what you
are grateful for, in your life and through the ministry of this
church! We are also sharing what makes us want to join
God’s generosity as we make pledges to support the ministry of First next year. During our online All Saints Service
on November 1st, we will also have a special message and
slideshow from Lori Marquez to get our Fall Stewardship
Appeal started.
I thought I would get things started with what I am most
thankful for in my ministry here at First! I am so grateful
for all the well wishes and support I received during Pastor
Appreciation Month in October in my first month as your
officially installed pastor! I am also grateful whenever I see
the well wishes, care and prayer you share with each other, especially with our President Heidi as she recovers from
Covid.
Last week we held an event that filled me with gratitude
for the opportunity I have through my role as First’s pastor
in reaching people with the good news! I was so grateful
for an opportunity to preside at the Pet Blessing on Saturday, October 17th. Apparently, many of our neighbors in
this community were grateful for that opportunity too!
About 25 people took us up on the invitation to remember
God’s presence in their relationships with pets and all creation. We put out an invitation and people responded, most
of them first time visitors and with pets of all kinds. There
was a family in the back with two boys who seemed to
shout out every type of animal you can imagine when we
asked what they had at home. I was wondering if they
lived on an ark! We are grateful that God used our church
to bring a blessing to their lives and the life of their pets!
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Last month in one of my Pastor’s Corner messages, I reminded us to celebrate the life of Francis of Assisi and to remember Francis’ desire to bring
the natural world and creation into the life of the church. But that doesn’t
necessarily mean animals fit neatly into the roles or plans we make for
them. Nothing discombobulates human beings like an animal showing up in
the middle of our supposedly neatly planned lives. In fact, most of us love it
when we watch the news or videos on our phones or computers, and we see
a video of animals interrupting human lives. I think we actually long for
them to interrupt our lives! It brings us joy and I believe it is God at work!
I remember being on my way to a meeting in busy Chicago rush hour traffic
and coming to a sudden halt. Wondering what was happening ahead I put
my head out the window (like a dog absorbing the wind!) and saw a family
of ducks slowly (and very cutely!) walking across the road. I know every person in those cars was probably in a rush to get somewhere, but I remember
looking across at the other line of traffic and seeing the smiles on people’s
faces watching these ducks and ducklings interrupt those plans for a moment.
A few weeks ago, at the Vice Presidential Debate, and during one of the
most tense political season of most of our lives, a tiny fly landed on Vice
President Pence’s head and completely stole the show! The next day everyone was talking about the fly rather than who was right and who was wrong,
who made the biggest mistake, lied more, or who won. It was obvious: The
fly won! To me that was a great illustration of one of God’s creatures showing up and interrupting the best laid plans of human beings. Sure, those politicians wanted you to listen to their words, but I bet they couldn’t help, but
smile at the interruption and breathe a breath of relief and rest into their
intense lives. We all appreciated that fly giving us a break! We were all
more human and less divided for a moment, because of a tiny animal’s interruption! Thank God!
At the Pet Blessing, I shared a story from the Bible about animals interrupting human plans and participating in God’s bigger plans for us and creation. Jonah is called to invite his enemies in Ninevah to repent, but he runs
away from the job…because he wants to take away their opportunity to repent and thinks he has the power to do that. He gets on a boat and tries to
sail as far away from Ninevah as possible. But after a storm at sea, God
sends a giant fish to take Jonah back to the place God called him. It may
seem unbelievable, but we all know that God can use creatures to interrupt
our lives, and remind us of our calls to believe in a God who cares for us and
all our neighbors.
And so, as we begin to think about gratitude and enter a season of Thanksgiving and stewardship messages, I am glad we had time to remember with
gratitude the pets in our lives and the gifts of God’s creatures. Not just that
we are good stewards of what we have and what we own, but that we honor the big picture of God’s creation and message of love for us, and how animals are a part of that ministry in the biblical story and our stories!
Pastor Josh
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Christian Life
WORSHIP
WITH US!
We don’t yet know
what worship in November will look like. The council is looking
at many options. We do know for sure that
our worship service will always be available
on First Lutheran’s website. We may also
begin Zooming our service as well. Please
continue to check our website or call the
church office for the latest information.
We look forward to worshiping with you.!

As a community we pray for
those with immediate needs of
healing and strength:
Janell Cyrus, Diane Gallegos, Dale
Hedman, Gina Hurst, Heidi Leiser,
Kathy Santos, Nicole Sevcik,
Rachel Tripi, Nora Williquette and
Kimberly Zappa

Tuesday Morning
Bible Study
You’re invited to join our Bible Study on
Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am. Some of us
still gather outdoors under the canopies
weather permitting. Bring your lawn chair
and mask and join the group. When the
weather gets too cold, Zoom online.
If you’re interested in joining us, contact the
office and we’ll email the lessons to you
ahead of time. If you’re not able to meet
with us in person, you can always join our
studies online using Zoom. You don’t need
to have a computer - you can join us over
the phone. We’re always happy to welcome new members!

Meet Our Members...
When Pat Zuback was a young teenager she decided that she wanted to find a
church to attend and chose First Lutheran. She was confirmed as a teenager
and has been a member ever since. Pat was born in West Allis and has lived in
the area her entire life. After a short move to Milwaukee, her family moved
back to West Allis when she was in 6th grade. Pat graduated from West Allis
Central and found a job doing office work. She eventually worked for and retired from the City of West Allis, then decided to return to work for a few years
and retired as office manager at Larson Engineers. Pat was married to Sid
Zuback in 1958. They were married for 46 years. Sid retired from Wisconsin Gas
as a supervisor in the Gas Service department. His crew handled emergency gas
situations. She and Sid had 2 children, 4 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren. Pat always enjoyed bowling with her league, knitting in her spare time and
being a working mom. At First Lutheran, Pat served on altar guild, worked at the
food pantry check-in desk, and served as a teller. She is the youngest of 11 children and the last surviving member of her family. Pat still gets together with
friends from high school and misses her sister-in-law and friend Bev Brunn.
They were friends before Bev married Pat’s brother and they remained friends
their entire lives. We at First Lutheran remember them as always being together, like twins.
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Sunday School
Has Begun!
Sunday School is in session!
We’re meeting bi-monthly…...
sometimes on-line and sometimes in person while socially
distanced. We’re enjoying having guest readers and still being
able to do crafts and science
experiments. One week Pastor
Josh turned water into snow!
Nora (right) worked at home on
a Sunday School project tracing
and coloring leaves.

We’re doing God’s work
We’re Thankful for our Food Pantry
Every November we recognize our food pantry ministry, thank our
volunteers who continue to distribute bags and those who had helped
serve lunch (lunch was discontinued in March due to the pandemic).
We are so grateful for what God provides this ministry. If you are considering contributing food we are accepting donations. Suggested
choices right now are canned vegetables (beans, corn, peas), cereal
and peanut butter and jelly. Call ahead and arrange for drop off of
your donation.

Lutheran World Relief Quilts
This year our quilters sent twelve quilts to LWR. Since
1979, when the Sew & Sew Quilters began keeping
records, they have made 2,156 quilts for this ELCA
ministry. Before they were sent, Pastor Josh led the
quilters in a blessing.
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Operation Christmas
Stocking
This year, Operation Christmas
Stocking is again gifting the 20
men in the recovery program at
Serenity Inn, Milwaukee. On
their wish list are socks, dental
floss and playing cards. If you want to add to
Santa's bag, donations can be left in the
church office. "The mission of Serenity Inn is to
provide structured housing and rehabilitative
services in an environment of support and accountability that will give addicted men the
opportunity to rebuild their lives." Unfortunately with overdose deaths rising in our
greater community, Serenity Inn services and
support are needed more than ever.

We’re Thankful For So Much!
Sharon and Dale are grateful for wonderful companions such as Hershey (L). They are grateful for all
teachers/educators facing empty classrooms and
teaching virtually (Below). It's an awesome task. They
are grateful for family who were able to celebrate
Dale's 81st birthday. (far left)

Lori is thankful for her
healthy, happy children
(below).

Joy is thankful for window washers, for the
beauty of autumn, and
especially for the support of family.

The Grulkes are grateful for
family, friends, naps, chocolate and the Packers (L and
Above)
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Thank You!
“Faith book Quips”
Make sure you test positive for Faith. Keep
your distance from doubt, and isolate yourself
from fear. Trust in God through it all. Amen.
Make sure that you don’t social distance from
Jesus.
…. From Positivity in Life on FB

Wisdom From Other Faiths:
A Buddhist Prayer
This prayer was written by Shantideva, a Buddhist monk of the
Mahayana tradition who lived around 700 AD. He was a devoted practitioner who authored the Bodhicaryavatara or Bodhisattva Way of Life. It is said that His Holiness the Dalai Lama
considers this text to be THE source for developing altruism in
your character and the "Spirit of Awakening." It is also said
that His Holiness the Dalai Lama recites this prayer every
morning as part of his waking rituals. So, if you give it a try,
you are in good company!
Bodhisattva Prayer for Humanity
"May I be a guard for those who need protection
A guide for those on the path
A boat, a raft, a bridge for those who wish to cross the flood
May I be a lamp in the darkness
A resting place for the weary
A healing medicine for all who are sick
A vase of plenty, a tree of miracles
And for the boundless multitudes of living beings
May I bring sustenance and awakening
Enduring like the earth and sky
Until all beings are freed from sorrow
And all are awakened."
Now, exhale and be still for a brief moment.
What speaks loudly in this prayer is that we are all in this together. We are alive thanks to our ancestors and by helping
the people, plants, animals, and life in our environment, we
show appreciation for existing in this world.
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Thank you to Dr. Anne Richey
and Stuart Mitchell who provided music for us in October!

Thanks From..
Thank you very much for
your very generous gift!
There are many in need and
this will hep us serve them.
...John Hyatt, IMPACT
Thank you for your congregation’s recent and ongoing
contributions of mission
support.
...Bishop Paul Erickson

Thank you for your donation
to the Faith in Action Milwaukee Program of ERAS.
It will be used to help older
adults in Milwaukee County.
...Jim Holmes, President

And Thanks To
Our Veterans

November Anniversaries

November
Birthdays
11/6
11/6
11/6
11/7
11/8
11/10
11/10
11/17

11/15 Jerry & Gayle Falk

Makinon Herbert
Karlie Marquez
Kitty Muffler
Tybeigh Kocan
Dominic Dixon
Lorenzo Dixon
Dominic Zehe
Joshua Graber

Be sure to “Like” First Lutheran on
Facebook and share with your friends!

Keep Your Receipts
and Win Prizes!
For every $10 you spend
at a non-franchise West
Allis store from Nov. 128, receive an entry to
win a West Allis gift
basket, each valued over
$100. Receipts can be
redeemed on Sat., Nov.
28th from 1-3p.m. at
Centennial Plaza City
Hall, 7535 W. Greenfield
Ave.
SPEND YOUR MONEY CLOSER
SO YOUR COMMUNITY CAN GO FURTHER
westallisdowntown.com

Pastor Josh was
very brave and
received a flu
vaccine from an
Aurora
Health
Care pharmacist
at our food pantry. Be brave like
he was and get
yours today!

45 yrs.

Eras Senior Network is working with the community to fill
up to 1,100 self-sufficiency
gifts for seniors and adults
with disabilities living on a
fixed income. Recipients living in Waukesha
and Milwaukee counties must be current
clients of Eras and have a demonstrated
need for the gifts. Due to COVID-19, they are
mailing all of the gifts in a holiday card and
focusing on the most basic needs. Please
help them give $50 in gift cards and postage
stamps to each of our recipients.
Gifts needed this year:
• Books of Forever Stamps
• $10 Walgreens Gift Cards
• $10 Pick 'n Save Gift Cards
• $10 Walmart Gift Cards
Items and money collected to purchase gifts
are due by December 14th. Contact the
church office for information where to drop
off gifts.

ERAS Santa 5K Run
& Walk is Virtual!
You can now participate
in the Virtual Santa
5K Run & Walk, which
benefits older adults in Waukesha County
and Milwaukee County, from anywhere in
the world! The Virtual Santa 5K Run &
Walk begins on Sunday, December 6th,
2020 and you have through December
13th to complete the 5K. Registration
includes either an adult-sized or childsized long-sleeved t-shirt OR an adultsized crewneck sweatshirt. Go to https://
eras.org/our-events/special-events/santarun/ for event and registration information.
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First Lutheran Church (ELCA)
7400 W. Lapham St.
West Allis, WI
www.firstlutheranelca.org
E-mail: firstlutheranelca@att.net
Phone: 414-476-4664

Worship With Us:
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
We ask that you wear a mask to worship,
and bring a lawn chair or blanket to outdoor services.
We look forward to you joining us.
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis
(414)476-4664

