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Good morning!  Welcome once again to our Drive-in services at Luther Memorial.  I 

am Pastor Josh Graber the pastor of First Lutheran Church and I am grateful for all of 

you who are joining us in the parking lot and all those that are joining us at home. 

 

Welcome to Advent!  And happy new church year!  Today we start a new year in the 

church calendar as we celebrate the beginning of advent in this beautiful outdoor 

setting.   

 

Advent is a time of waiting in expectation for what is to come, especially the gift of 

Christmas… not just presents but the most precious gift of Christ.  A Gift worth waiting 

for.  A gift that keeps surprising us! 

 

We don’t have an advent wreath in front of us, today.  Though Gary and I did set it 

up in the sanctuary and I’ll light the first candle and that will be a part of the video at 

home.  I hope many of you have advent wreaths at home.  Advent wreaths 

traditionally have four candles in a circle and a Christ candle in the middle that is lit 

on Christmas.  It also has an evergreen wreath encircling it, to remind us of the 

everlasting promises of our loving God.  And each candle is lit as a sign of light in the 

world in need of it.  Traditionally, this first candle is a symbol of hope and is also called 

the Prophet’s Candle.  The second represents faith and is sometimes called the 

“Bethlehem candle”.  The third is the Joy candle and the fourth is the candle of 

peace.   In the past, when these candles were first introduced in Germany and 

Scandinavia, there was a candle for each day.  We do not have the same types of 

fire hazard, but if you are able to bring out or make an advent wreath this year, 

lighting a candle to remember your Christian family and center our lives around 



God’s promises is a wonderful tradition and way to celebrate and center our waiting 

for what is to come! 

 

Waiting is sometimes the hardest part, as the musician Tom Petty reminded us.  We 

struggle to wait in our culture and in the past year we have learned to do so much 

waiting.  Waiting for normalcy.  Waiting to be able to see loved ones and give them 

big hugs!  Waiting to return to our church buildings.  Waiting for a word of hope 

about vaccines and treatments for this sickness that is ravaging our land.  Waiting for 

change. 

 

There is so much waiting that has been a part of our lives in these recent months.  I 

want to invite you to think of something you are waiting for in your life. 

 

In holding these words of waiting up we also hold up a prayer as we ask God to be 

with us in the waiting and to help us see Jesus’ presence and the Spirit’s work all 

around us while we do.  Advent is about waiting… and seeing!  We remember the 

gift of the Incarnation God becoming human in Jesus a little baby boy, we 

remember his presence in our world and that we are his hands and feet, caring for 

those he cared for and called us to serve and love, and we await his return, the 

second coming.   

 

Our gospel lesson calls for a second coming that is full of upheaval and change.  For  

early Christian communities waiting for Christ’s immediate return, the promise was 

right in front of them.  Jesus had just been there and they expected him to come 

back right away.  They did not know that the waiting would stretch for centuries, but 

it has.   

 

Jesus knew that this extended waiting could lead to people forgetting to pay 

attention, so he reminds his disciples to stay awake and repeats that message in our 

text today.  The disciples want to know “when” this the destruction Jesus predicts will 

happen.  When will they see the “Son of Man coming in the clouds with great power 



and glory”?  To us that may seem a frightening image, but to them it was the 

salvation and the power they wanted displayed by Jesus.  He tells them to watch for 

the signs like a fig tree growing leaves in the spring being a sign of summer.  With this 

organic image he tells them to stay awake and be aware, but also that they should 

do so because they do not know when the master of the house will come.  He 

describes himself as a man going on a journey and his disciples as doorkeepers 

needing to keep watch for the master’s return.  He warns them that he does not 

want to find them asleep on that return.   But of course, within a chapter of this 

warning in the Gospel of Mark, the disciples have fallen asleep and Jesus says, 

“Could you not keep awake for an hour”?   

 

God knows we struggle to remember to stay awake and alert to God around us and 

Jesus’ return.  The disciples couldn’t do it for an hour and we have been asked to 

remember and wait for centuries.   

 

It’s easy for us to fall into despairing words believing that God has hidden from us as 

the Prophet Isaiah seems to be saying in our first lesson, but even then there is hope, 

as the prophet concludes “Yet, O Lord, you are our Father, we are the clay, and you 

are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.” 

 

Paul speaks to a community that has strayed from paying attention to God’s 

presence.  They have been lost in infighting and worries about members’ behavior.  

Paul knows he needs to remind them to not be distracted from being a community 

that pays attention to God’s presence in the world.  It is what we are called to do as 

well, as our distractions increase and the waiting continues.   

 

Isaiah calls out for God’s presence and Paul reminds the community he is separated 

from of God’s presence among them and in their very lives, in the gifts that they 

possess and share with one another.  It is a good model for us that Paul reminds a 

community in distress to ground themselves in gratitude and a reminder that God is 

present with them “in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 



knowledge of every kind”.  It is true for us too.  We have the tools to pay attention, 

see those in need of care during this waiting time.  But we struggle to see ourselves as 

important enough to play a role in this ministry of hope. 

 

There is so much to distract us from this message of God’s presence with us and the 

hope of what is to come.  It’s like going into a busy store during the Christmas season.  

Remember?  Remember the rush of Christmas shopping in busy stores?  It probably 

isn’t something we’ve done over this Black Friday weekend the way we may have in 

the past.  Imagine going into one of these stores after being asked to get one item.  It 

takes great focus to navigate the other customers and the shiny objects on display 

asking us to pay attention to them instead of our task.  But we can also be easily 

distracted from remembering God’s presence around us, watching over us and 

being a part of the lives of those other people and in the world. 

 

A commentator on the texts this week, told a story of how he once took his son 

Christopher to Toys R Us for Christmas.  Maybe you remember that store.  It is a kids’ 

paradise and a parent’s nightmare, because there are simply so many toys to be 

distracted and excited by.  Apparently, his son became excited and became 

separated from his father.  His father was near the door and knew he hadn’t left the 

store.  Instead of walking in each aisle trying to find his lost son, he asked the security 

guard if there was a video monitor of store activity.  Through the monitor he located 

the child.  His son was sitting in the middle of a pile of toys, but crying because he 

couldn’t find his father.  Knowing it would take some time to get to his son and he 

might move, his father asked to use the intercom system in the store to give his son a 

message, and remarkably the store agreed.  He said “Christopher, stay where you 

are.  It’s Daddy.  Don’t move.  I see you although you can’t see me.  Stay where you 

are.  I’m coming.” 

 

In many ways we have all been like that little boy in need of reminders of God’s 

presence in our life.  Knowing that help is on the way but needing to wait for it, even 



if we don’t see it.  Advent is a lot like praying.  We ask God for help but have to wait 

to see how God answers.   

 

We are also called to be like the father in this story.  We can be the one who gives 

the message of reassurance to those that feel frightened, scared, angry, or 

despairing.  We can remind them that they are not alone and that they are cared 

for, seen, and that God’s promises are for them.  We can be light in the midst of 

darkness.  Like a candle of Hope meeting a world full of fears and distraction. 

 

May God bless you this Advent season as we see God in our midst and share the 

good news of God’s presence and hope with one another and the world!  Amen. 


