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Grace and Peace to You in the name of God Our Loving Creator and Our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

Last week we talked about a theme that runs throughout Scripture about the 

land and creation, something we will celebrate next Saturday as we bless the 

animals and celebrate God’s love and blessing for creation beyond human 

beings and also the companionship God gives us in the form of pets and 

animals. 

 

This week we hear about another theme throughout Scripture…FOOD!  And 

today we don’t just hear about an ordinary meal, but a really fancy feast!  In 

the gospel lesson a king hosts a wedding feast and when the invited guests 

don’t come and even beat and kill those who the king sends with the 

invitation, the king pivots and doesn’t cancel the feast but instead invites 

those from the streets to take the places at the tables. 

 

There are many interpretations of this parable and the violence and casting 

out of the guest can be confusing.  Parables are meant to be open to 

interpretation in some ways, but the most common understanding of the 

parable is that the king is God and the people who were invited are like the 

religious leaders who instead of taking God up on the invitation to the feast, 

don’t value the invitation and don’t realize what they are turning down.  They 

even violently beat and kill those making the invitation which makes us think of 

how the prophets and Jesus were treated by authorities.  When we try to 



understand this treatment of Jesus we often go back to the Prophet Isaiah 

who described the suffering servant.  It’s the text we read on Good Friday. 

 

And when we try to understand the feast that is being prepared in the parable 

we can also go back to what was written by the Prophet Isaiah about holy 

feasts.  Our text today says it is a feast of rich food for all people and nations.   

 
6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged 
wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 

When you hear “a feast of rich food”  what do you think of?  Caviar and 

champagne?  Escargot (and things in French and other languages)?  

Thanksgiving turkey and gravy.  Or maybe really good Barbeque!  As I’ve said 

before Barbeque is biblical. 

 

You see at the Jerusalem Temple during Old Testament times, part of the 

priestly duties involved sacrificing animals and also… cooking them up for 

people in the community.  When there was a Bull sacrifice it was a real 

barbeque that people all around the Temple could smell as it would waft 

through the streets and the smell would draw people in.  They would gather for 

their portion of this free feast.  It was one way that God was a “refuge for the 

poor” as it says in Isaiah.  God provided food so poor people could 

experience really good rich food and meat at the Temple.  And associate 

God’s temple with pleasures.  Interestingly it may have been a situation where 

the bigger the sin the better the barbeque!  So I don’t know if that would 

encourage people to avoid sin when the food that resulted may have been 

delicious!  God takes something bad and makes it good!  The bull sacrifice 

became a feast like the Father invites everyone to when the prodigal son 

returns! 



 

When I was three my aunt and uncle moved to our small town and started a 

restaurant.  My uncle was a really good chef and having a restaurant we 

could go to for great food was a special treat we loved.  It would soon 

become one of the best restaurants in the Midwest and people would travel 

for miles to get there from the Twin Cities and Rochester.  He cooked for movie 

stars and kings, but sadly Prince and his entourage were turned back when he 

showed up after closing when others had been turned away.  But in the first 

days of the restaurant the people of our small town and my family got all the 

benefits of this feast, as we discovered culinary curiosities outside of out normal 

cuisine palette.  He cooked seafood really well and I learned to love shrimp 

and scallops along with other kids in my small Wisconsin town that may 

otherwise not have experienced that until we were older.  My uncle quit 

seminary when he felt called to cook and his cooking was always a form of 

ministry and a real calling, maybe many of you feel that cooking meals for 

yourself or your families is something God has gifted you to do and you enjoy 

it.  My uncle was inspired by a book called Supper of the Lamb written by an 

Episcopalian priest who connected his love for cooking with the theology and 

theme of food throughout the Bible.  From the Passover feast to the Temple 

sacrifices, food was a part of the life.   

 

My uncle also liked learning how to cook food from a variety of places and 

ethnicities.  I’ve mentioned before that my grandparents had been fascinated 

by China and wanted to be missionaries there and my uncle Paul learned how 

to cook really delicious Chinese dishes and every Monday night at the 

restaurant was Chinese food night.  My favorite! 

 



When the feast is described in Isaiah it for and with “all peoples”, which implies 

food from all ethnicities and far off places.  Maybe like those in our small town, 

people there would experience flavors and spices they hadn’t before.   

 

A few chapters before our lesson today, in Isaiah 19, the idea of this feast on 

Mount Zion is introduced.  It comes after the prophet goes through a long list 

that describes the downfall of all the cities and nations around Israel.  But this is 

not out of a vindictiveness for any particular people group or nation, but 

because the people God was talking to were looking with envy at the 

neighboring cities and many were trying to decide which nation to side with in 

order to survive.  Should they side with one of the empires of the time, Egypt to 

the Southwest and Assyria to the Northeast?  Isaiah says rather than try to 

decide which empire to submit to or ally with, instead to remember that they 

had the best ally possible, Israel was the chosen people of Yahweh. 

 

The prophet says that God will make a highway between the empires Egypt 

and Assyria and it will go through Israel and rather than being a freeway that 

brings armies from one empire to the other to fight, or envoys of the empires to 

negotiate with each other—so they can pass over Israel and overlook the 

smaller less important nations—this highway would bring people of those 

empires and all nations to Mount Zion.   

 

Mount Zion, the hill in Jerusalem that was a symbol of God’s presence and 

reassurance in the face of foreign threats would become a table set for a 

feast, with enough for all that came.  In our lesson today, we hear more about 

that feast.  It will be a feast of rich food but that’s not all. 

 



While the people eat their fill, God says he will use his appetite to consume 

other things.  This reminds me a little bit of the video game Pac Man.  That’s 

right I’m going to compare the Bible to a classic video game now!  You see 

Pac Man eats up little food pellets and tries to catch up with fruits as they float 

through the game board, but Pac Man is always being chased by ghosts that 

move faster and faster as you go to higher levels.  But if Pac Man gets to one 

of the corners, he can eat a special pill that allows him to not have the ghosts 

chase him, instead they suddenly are scared of Pac Man and he can chase 

the ghosts and gobble them up to earn points.  So suddenly the thing you fear 

as a threat to your life becomes edible prey and instead of fearing it you are 

confident in facing it and don’t need to worry, the way you did moments 

before.   

 

On Mount Zion, God says that he will swallow up death forever.  God will 

consume what we fear so that we can enjoy the feast and enjoy each other.  

Instead of worrying if there is enough for everybody and trying to protect what 

we have for others, those fears are gobbled up and we can focus on 

fellowship around our tables at this feast without fear!  This is the table set on 

Mount Zion, and the 23rd psalm where our cup overflows, and is the table set 

before us in communion.  It is the invitation for how we see the world and live 

into God’s blessings.  And God sets it again and again and invites us again 

and again!  

 

We are in a situation where we can’t gather the way we want during covid 

and we usually have a big meal to celebrate our stewardship drive.  This year 

we can hope with those that heard Isaiah for the feast that is to come.  And 

be reminded that God has gobbled up our fears so that we can enjoy what 

we have and enjoy our neighbors without fear.  That is the salvation we have 



in Jesus and that is the feast we are invited to at Mount Zion, a heavenly feast 

and there is plenty of room for all to come, people from the street, even 

people we see as enemies as Psalm 23 reminds us.  Today as we celebrate 

communion we also are invited to gobble up our hope in the Lord, knowing he 

has conquered death, the devil, sin and all we fear so that we all can truly 

taste and see that the Lord is good! 

 

May the peace that passes all understanding keep your heart and mind in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  


