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Grace and Peace to you in the name of God our Loving Creator and our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

Have you ever heard the term YOLO?  It gets used on social media a lot and 

sometimes you see people using it elsewhere on clothes and products.  It is actually 

an acronym that means “You Only Live Once”.  Now those that are proponents of 

YOLO often say it before they do something a little crazy, but it is usually something 

other people and involves splurging on a big purchase or experience even if it is 

expensive. 

 

There are some things to be admired in people of the YOLO culture, but it often is a 

place of a lot of privilege and consumerism.  

 

There are other people that live life full of fear.  Fear of others, fear of experiences 

they don’t know, fear that things will change too much, and all of these in one way or 

another point us back to the fear of death.  This is still a form of YOLO but one defined 

by fear not excess. 

 

Now Jesus in the gospel today faces a frightening future.  Peter has just made a 

confession that he is the Song of God and now Jesus gets to work teaching the 

hardest lesson to his disciples...  What it means for him to be the messiah and the 

Son of God.  After this moment of triumph and confession that he reveals he is who 

the disciples hoped he was…Who Jesus is and what he needs to do, Go to Jerusalem 

and die, doesn’t meet their expectations.  

 



It is not what they expect or want. Jesus starts talking LOCO!  Now LOCO is a word in 

Spanish that means “crazy”.  Last week I talked about how the Apostle Paul says that 

to be a Christian is to live that LOCO lifestyle!  He says that the world will see 

Christians as crazy and foolish for professing that not only is their one powerful God, 

but that this powerful God showed up and was crucified.  Paul says that he knows the 

cross is foolishness to non-Jewish people, and a stumbling block to Jewish people 

too.  Foolishness can be cast aside. But a stumbling block, carries the weight of 

history that can confuse the present. 

 

Where did he get that image?  While last we read that Simon makes his confession of 

Jesus’ identity and Jesus calls him Peter, the Rock on which he will build his church, 

but already, immediately after that we see the Rock get in Jesus way.  When Jesus 

says he will suffer in Jerusalem, Peter takes him aside and says “God forbid it, Lord! 

This must not happen to you.”  And what does Jesus say, “Get behind me Satan!  You 

are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 

human things.”  

 

Harsh words.  Not the words any of us would want Jesus to say to us, but this is an 

ultimate teaching moment.  Whether Peter is concerned with caring for and saving his 

friend or has his mind on the glory, justice, and vengeance he hopes Jesus will bring 

on those that hold Peter and those like him down, Jesus pushes back against this rock 

of human desire. 

 

Jesus who turned down the devil’s temptations in the wilderness, has just confessed 

his identity in Caesarea Phillipi where the people there believed a pit led to Lord of the 

underworld.  And here he shows how close at hand the temptations of the devil are. 

In this case, he has to face a future on the cross and he probably doesn’t want to go 

through that suffering and death, but he knows he must.  Peter says, “This must never 

happen.”  But Jesus has said it must happen and he holds to it. 



 

Jesus then defines what it means to follow Jesus.  Not to tell Jesus that the life of faith 

is too hard and that you want a Christianity that tells you that you got it right and you 

will be rewarded for it.  Here’s your reward.  “If you want to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”  Seriously how did this 

religion grow with a strong selling point like that?  But this is the life of followers of 

Jesus.  Jesus continues, “For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 

who lose their life for my sake will find it.  For what will it profit them if they gain the 

whole world but forfeit their life”.  

 

So much of our life and what we are told we are supposed to do it about accumulating 

stuff.  For the YOLO crowd it may be racking up the latest experiences people are 

supposed to enjoy.  For many in American culture it is living an American dream that 

involves racking up money, property, and investments that make us feel secure.  But 

Jesus tells us you are never going to feel completely secure in those things.  Jesus 

warns that we need to be careful that our things don’t become stumbling blocks that 

we may do terrible things to protect, because we are so afraid we might lose them. 

Jesus warns us that our things, our status, our political beliefs, our YOLO experiences 

can become our gods.  Too often we humans give into those temptations and in so 

doing, don’t put our faith in Jesus first.  And that means those factors can keep us 

indirectly confined rather than truly free. 

 

Jesus wants us to be free of our stumbling blocks, and to follow him, but that means 

being willing to sacrifice for the sake of others.  Because that is what Jesus is doing. 

That is why he is going to the cross.  Jesus likes to call himself the Son of Man. 

Another way to think of that is as the Son of Adam, the Son of sinful humanity, that will 

take that upon himself and also judge it.  Jesus goes to the cross for us and promises 

that that won’t be the end of it.  He will be raised. 

 



“Why not just fast forward to the raised part?” we may respond with Peter.  It seems 

that living your life for the sake of others, and sacrificing and even putting our lives on 

the line is central to what makes you a follower of Jesus.  And yes none of us may 

choose to do that in our daily lives.  We may try to mute that inconvenient call, by 

loudly demanding or talking about other things, or ways of being a Christian, that it’s 

all about being a good person and pointing out who the bad people are.  But this call 

to “lose your life to find it” is what Jesus wants for us.  

 

Jesus doesn’t desire our suffering, but he wants us to find our life.  To not keep it 

hidden in a closet behind all our stuff, or somewhere in a bank account that we think 

defines who we are and our success as a person.  True Christianity, true identity as a 

human who knows Christ challenges all of those stumbling blocks and call us into an 

abundant life, where gratitude and love define who we are, not our stuff, or any other 

worldly allegiance. 

 

Jesus does not promise an easy life, or the “good life” how ever we might imagine that 

promise fulfilled or however Peter did.  Jesus promises an abundant life, built on the 

promise that this life is not the end of the story about us.  Jesus promises resurrection 

and a new creation and that is what he call on us to think of as we think of this life and 

how we live it and how we treat others.  That life is defined in the words of Paul today 

that I’ll read again with that in mind. 

 

Romans 12:9-21 

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another 
with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be 
ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere 
in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 14 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not 
be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do 



not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If 
it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never 
avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, "Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 20 No, "if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if 
they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning 
coals on their heads." 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  

What does it mean to be a Christian and to follow Jesus?  To die to yourself.  To die to 

your pride that is focused on being right instead of being kind, loving and forgiving. 

That is the way of Jesus and it is in front of you today. 

May the peace that passes all understanding keep your heart and mind in Christ 

Jesus today!  Amen. 

 

 

 


