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Grace and Peace to You in the name of God Our Loving Creator and Our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

When you go on trips, do you ever take something back with you?  And I don’t 

just mean souvenirs, but things that remind you of the experience in other 

ways.  Have you ever walked on the beach and seen a shell or a rock and felt 

like you needed to pick it up?  That it had special meaning for you, that would 

connect you with that moment or feeling.  A lot of us do that.  Our gospel and 

the text from Isaiah today talks about rocks and connects the understanding 

of rocks to memory of our identities.  Some of us have jars full of rocks that do 

that, and some may even tell us stories about where we were in life and the 

world when we picked them up.   

 

There is actually a biblical tradition and name for this.  The Prophet Samuel 

took stones to remember events in the Old Testament and throughout the 

Bible we hear about people building altars in similar ways.  These are called 

Ebenezers, “stones of help” or “Stones of remembrance”.  For those of you that 

know the hymn “Come Thou Font of Every Blessing” there is a line about 

“Raising Your Ebenezers” and for those of you that have always imagined 

yourself lifting up Ebenezer Scrooge over your head at that moment, I’m glad I 

can let you know it’s about holding up rocks. 

  

My girlfriend wrote a book that I’ve been reading called Object 

Lessons—about ways that objects and interactive experience began being 

used in Education, rather than memorization for tests.  Teacher’s trained in this 



method in the US often had small chests with tiny drawers containing 

fascinating objects from around the world.  It was often called a “Cabinet of 

Curiosities”.  Objects would be revealed in a specific order to help teach 

lessons as the children interacted with it with their senses and asked and 

answered questions about it.  It was a way of learning the helped children 

learn to think, not just accumulate facts.  While the cabinet put objects into 

order in shelves, rather than teaching to categorize, objects help us think and 

make connections between objects and the themes, issues, ideas, and stories 

they reveal. 

 

But this style of teaching and way of thinking can make people 

uncomfortable.  We often desire to put people and things into Categories, 

stereotypes, black and white terms.  Sometimes this is a way that we shut 

people out, or shut the drawer on them so we don’t need to listen or care 

about what they are saying.  Even when someone says something we like, our 

own expectations for that person and the world’s expectations can inevitably 

bring criticism and a dismissal for not being the hero we wanted or were told 

to expect. 

 

The Apostle Paul in Romans may seem to be doing this in our reading today, 

by saying that everyone has a specific role.  But Paul is also telling us those 

roles are interrelated, just like parts of a body work together and no one is 

more important than another.  But form some this may seem like a way of 

categorizing people, so that we can comfortably put them in boxes.  These 

gifts aren’t meant to keep you away from other parts of ministry but help you 

understand your value within the church.  We don’t say, “Oh you’re a teacher 

not a minister or a giver, so just stick to your role.”  We know that we all have 

roles in a church, and sometimes they change for different times and 

circumstances, so we all can grow into new roles and care about others’ roles. 



This description from the Apostle Paul is not meant to keep us or our gifts 

locked up but to remind us that we are all connected and our work is 

valuable.  It reminds me of the motto of the United States “e pluribus unum” 

which means “out of many one”.  But we can sometimes use the 

acknowledgment of difference as a way of keeping people and their stories 

contained. 

  

That’s part of what is going on in this dialogue between Jesus and Peter and 

the disciples.  Peter has been with Jesus since the beginning.  He has used his 

senses to experience seeing, hearing, healing, and even tasting that what 

Jesus was doing and who Jesus was is different than anyone else he’s met and 

anyone else anyone has met.  In his confession that is what he is expressing.   

Jesus asks who do people say that I am as a way of saying, “What categories 

do people try to put me into?”.  We learn from the response of the disciples 

that people are making comparisons to John the Baptist, who has just been 

killed, and that Jesus is the next in a line of prophets, or the best and most 

special option maybe Jesus is a new Elijah. 

 

When I hear a new band play music, my mind immediately tries to compare 

and categorize what I am hearing, according to what has come before. 

Maybe you do the same thing.  We probably do that same things with cars, 

and movie stars, and politicians.  We like it when people seem to break the 

mold, but really we want people to settle into roles that are established and 

paths that we already trust.  We want people to conform to our current way of 

seeing things, rather than transforming our way of experiencing them. 

 

I watched a TED Talk by the actor Ethan Hawke recently.  TED stands for 

Technology Entertainment and Design and their slogan is “Ideas Worth 

Spreading”.  If you haven’t watched any TED Talks before, they are a cheap 



and abundant educational resource in how the world works and how it is 

always changing—that I recommend people checking out during downtime 

in a pandemic!  Ethan Hawke’s TED Talk connects to what it means to be 

creative, without caring about the final product, trusting that the creative 

process and what is shared is valuable.  His focus is on how the poet is called 

to be a fool and that is valuable in itself, because it challenges the norms of 

society and makes people think.  It also drives us crazy!   

 

When Jesus comes along he lets the world know he is more of a poet and artist 

than a politician.  He is challenging norms and expectations, even about his 

identity.  Paul in his letter to the Corinthian church, says that a Christian’s 

identity is to be a fool!  In the Corinthian church, people were starting to 

separate into groups according to who their favorite teacher or leader was. 

Some people seemed to have more human wisdom and logic than others. 

Some may be trying to make Christianity seem logical and smart and more 

acceptable to the world around them.  Paul reminds these young Christans 

that the world may not see things the way a Christian does.   

 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 
our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

Paul knows that what we preach may not seem wise to the world.  “A loving 

God who died for a sinful humanity?”  The way we talk about Jesus may seem 

crazy and people may see us as a fool.  We may seek to make our faith more 

acceptable and about acceptable morals rather than a proclamation that 

makes people uncomfortable but that is what we are called to preach. 



People always want to fit God and faith into neat boxes and categories, but 

Jesus reminds us that God is reliable but dynamic and challenging to the ways 

we try to normalize and control what God wants to be creative. 

 

It may seem strange that after Peter confesses that Jesus is the Son of God and 

the messiah that Jesus tells the disciples not to tell anyone this.  Why do you 

think that is?  Is it because Jesus wants to be mysterious?  Is it because his time 

hasn’t yet come?  Or is it because Jesus knows us so well.  Jesus knows that if 

he is given an identity, humans will try to put him in their categories for what 

that means.  People’s ideas about who the Messiah is will dominate how they 

see Jesus.  Instead of experiencing who Jesus is, what he does and says and 

deciding for themselves, as Peter has done, they may look at a checklist of 

facts of what the Messiah is supposed to do and become a critic of how he is 

measuring up.   

 

Our experience of Jesus is meant to be transformational.  It’s meant to change 

the way we think, not keep us in our categories.  Paul in our lesson today 

implores us to “not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your minds”.  The way of the world seeks to take away the cabinet 

of curiosities that is a church.  Each member is fascinating and unique.  And 

we get to know them and their stories on the deepest of levels.  What a joy of 

discovery!  As a Christian we are invited into a world of ideas and connections 

that not everyone sees.  We are invited to find ways to share those ideas, just 

like people share Ideas in TED Talks that help people see things in a new way. 

Maybe they aren’t ready for them when we are, but if we learn about them 

and see the connections between the gospel and their lives, rather than 

making faith about conforming, we enter into the transformational gift of faith 

as a new way of seeing and being in this world. 

 



May the peace that passes all understanding keep your heart and mind in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  


