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Grace and Peace to you in the name of God our loving Creator and Our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

This Sunday we have more outdoor metaphors and reminders that when Jesus 

talks and tells stories, and when the Bible does, they usually take place outside 

rather than inside.  But I am indoors again, being a bad example!  And I know 

you probably are as well, because it is hot out there!  But I do want to talk 

about some of these connections with the outdoors, since I hope many of you 

are taking advantage of the outdoors as much as possible during these warm 

weather months, as we are at the church, by setting up the “tent of meeting” 

as I like to call it. 

 

Have any of you seen the Neowise comet, yet?  It’s a comet that comes 

around every 6,800 years, so the last time it showed up was before the 

pyramids were built and before most of the biblical stories took place. Today, 

the 19th, is the last night we’ll be able to see it in the Northern Hemisphere. 

They say it appears in the Northern sky about 45 minutes after sunset.   

 

A big part of my summer experience growing up looking up at the night sky, 

not at many comets but I loved lying under the stars especially during the star 

showers in mid-August.  We usually watched them up at my family cabin in the 

North Woods of Minnesota.  The stars are so bright up there.  It’s almost 

impossible if you look up, to not be frozen in wonder for at least a moment or 

two, or until the mosquitos remind you of the reality of the outdoor experience! 

There are always mosquitos! 



 

During Biblical times the outdoor experiences like this were common place as 

well.  There was no electric light or air pollution to dull the brilliance of these 

lights shining down from above.  Part of a shepherds experience in that culture 

would be laying down in a pasture and sleeping under a blanket of stars. 

 

There are places where this image of stars is heard in Scripture for instance 

where God gives Abraham the promise that shapes the Biblical narrative, that 

his descendants will be as numerous as the stars.  That would have been 

understood as an awe-inspiring promise for anyone that heard it. 

 

Another reference to stars is hidden in a title of God that is used today in our 

text from Isaiah and in a classic Christmas film.  I know it’s going to be a heat 

advisory this weekend, so let’s just remember the holidays for minute. 

Remember what snow feels like?  Remember the cold weather?  Tough to feel 

good about winter weather, except during heat waves I think! 

 

Do some of you watch “It’s a Wonderful Life?” as a Christmas tradition.  It’s the 

story of a frustrated business man named George Bailey played by Jimmy 

Stewart, who is sure that his life is a burden to others and he is just about ready 

to give up when an angel intervenes.   

 

Before the angel shows up Frank Capra shows a conversation between the 

angles about George.  Do you remember how the angels are portrayed? 

Before Clarence is sent to earth to help George, he is talking to another angel 

and they are stars in the middle of space.  Did you know that is actually a 

Biblical connection? 

 



You see, when people in Israel looked up at the stars they imagined the stars 

as giant multitude of angels spread out in the heavens.  Light is always 

connected to angels, and stars were reminders of the heavens and the 

angelic host.  Light illuminated truth and so angels are connected to messages 

and seen as bright messengers.  When we sing “with angelic host proclaim, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem” you can almost see the stars twinkling their 

approval over the little manger scene!  The angelic host is imagined as a great 

and bright multitude!   

 

When Isaiah names the Lord of Hosts as one of the titles that is named for God, 

it is talking about that specific image and understanding of God and a host of 

angels.  And each title, each name for God that is used in Hebrew has a 

different story and image behind it.  Names that gave power and support to 

humans in need.  Humans that were doubting their worth and value to others 

and even God, just like George Bailey was.  George was overcome by fear 

and depression and begins to believe that his life was worth living.  That 

maybe he should just give up!   

 

The prophet Isaiah was speaking to the people of Israel were in a similar 

mindset.  They had been kicked out of their homeland in Israel and taken to 

Babylon in captivity.  Their temple was gone and destroyed.  Their city 

Jerusalem lay in rubble.  Their normal way of life was gone.  And Isaiah tells 

them by using this name for God… Look, the stars are still there. The Lord of 

Hosts is still our God, who created all of this and who still has great power… 

though our captors may not see or understand it.  They may be proud of their 

armies and may appear to have won the day, but God has an army of light 

that is more powerful than earthly powers know.   

 



These exiles who in captivity were likely in encampments away from the rest of 

the population, could look up at the stars and remember their God was not 

only the God of one Temple and one place, but their God created all and 

was the God of the universe.  They needed that message from the stars.  We 

do too. When we think of the change in our lives it is hard for us.  We may go 

months and maybe even years before we find a new normal that reminds us 

of the last one.  Those in Babylon had to keep the faith not just for months but 

for generations!  And the Lord of Hosts sent messengers and prophets to keep 

them and encourage them, and I believe God still sends them to us today! 

 

God uses things that are common in the human experience to explain things 

to us.   Sometimes our understanding for many of the metaphors that were 

common in Biblical times, but we know the stars and they connect us to those 

people way back then.  We are a part of the same story.  We can claim that 

connection to the Lord of Hosts just as they did.   

 

Other metaphors may not be as effective.  Like the disciples many of us have 

fished a bit and hopefully get out during the summer a bit more, but it’s not a 

common job for people anymore in this area.  Shepherding is also not as 

common outside of a few regions in the US and spending the night outside 

with the herd or flock is less likely but still happens.   

 

Farming and Gardening however are still very much a part of our cultural 

landscape here.  And even if our bellies are not as dependent on the gardens 

and fields we sow and tend as were those in Jesus audience, we still can 

understand some of the meaning associated with these stories.  When the 

Bible tries to help us understand who God is and how God cares for us, it tells 

us to look up at the stars and down at the earth.  

 



It reminds me of a Serbian proverb I like to quote.  “Be humble you are made 

of earth.  Be noble you are made of stars.” 

 

And if we know how to look down and tend a garden, we also know how to 

weed.  This experience is timeless and so it is an effective metaphor for this 

parable.  Because we know all the modern tools and herbicides people use 

now still can’t keep weeds out.   

 

If we tried to get rid of all the weeds it could take all day and sometimes in 

pulling up the weeds we destroy the plants we want to grow and produce fruit 

and flowers.  Jesus chooses to explain the presence of evil in the world in a 

similar way.  He says that evil is planted in the same ground as the wheat.  The 

response of those who tend the garden is similar to ours.  They ask the 

householder, “do you want us to go and gather them up”.  We are maybe 

even better at separating things and people than they were.  Coke and Pepsi, 

Ford and Chevy, Republican and Democrat.  We think we can make those 

judgments and sort things into good and bad buckets.  

 

In many ways God as the householders response is similar to a shepherding 

parable when Jesus said he was a good shepherd that would seek out the lost 

sheep.  The idea of destroying the good with the bad is not something God is 

willing to do.  Only God is Good and he has angels to do the sorting. 

 

We often see the wheat and the weeds and sheep and goats as good vs. bad 

people.  But the ground Jesus is talking about is our hearts.  We are sinful and 

our hearts have weeds in them as well as wheat.  Sometimes our brains have 

weeds in them too!   

 



God could have chosen judgment and vengeance against evil, including the 

bad in us.  God could have gotten to the bottom of this quicker and skipped 

right the end and a day of Judgment.  But that would be like the flood of 

Noah and God told us to look up at the rainbow to remember that would not 

happen again.  God sent Jesus as judge.  Thank God for that, because Jesus 

spoke of a God who has power, who has an army of angels if he wants to use 

them, but told us we have a God who chooses forgiveness.  And that means 

we live with evil, and weeds and mosquitos in this life.  Our vengeance on 

them would be swift, but Jesus teaches of a God of patience and mercy. 

 

Earlier in Matthew Jesus says that “God desires mercy not sacrifice”(Mt. 9:13). 

God chooses forgiveness rather than judgment.  Well, we know how that 

turned out for Jesus.  He got judged.  And Jesus was judged according to the 

rules people thought God wanted them to follow.  Good people that were 

sure they were wheat and didn’t have any weedy-ness whatsoever.  They 

were so afraid of a God who didn’t allow weeds that they killed the Son of 

God who told them God would let the weeds grow for the sake of the wheat.  

They did not have ears to hear what he was saying.  But instead of destroying 

them, he let them live and even died for them.   

 

Jesus told us to leave the judgment to the angels, but like the angel Clarence 

intervenes with George Bailey in “It’s a Wonderful Life” we believe that angels 

are messengers of that work and that light.  Because we need to know, to 

remember, and hold as true, that the weeds may be here in this life, but they 

do not hold power over us.  Our God is more powerful.  Our God’s love is 

stronger and greater than any weed or barrier.  And God chooses us over our 

weeds.   

 



Jesus tells us when we meet God, God isn’t going to tell us “Well, before you 

can come close to me, we really need to talk about these weeds on your 

record”.  No, Jesus says all of that will be cut away.  There will be weaping and 

gnashing of teeth because we love our weeds.  We’d like to keep our weeds. 

We’ve grown close to them over the years.  But we trust the angels to do the 

cutting and burn away all that distracts us from the truth and love the angels 

know.  God will look at us and say, “My beloved child.  You are the promise of 

Abraham. Come near to me.  Welcome home.” 

 

If you don’t believe it, just look up.  And imagine these stars as a chorus of 

angels singing the good news of a God who loves you beyond all judgment. 

A God who wants you to live in forgiveness now and in the world to come. 

And really, they are not that far away.  Light from heaven shines on us to light 

our way, every day… and every night.  Thanks be to God, the Lord of Hosts! 

Amen. 

 

May the Peace that Passes all Understanding Keep Your Heart and Your Mind 

in Christ Jesus Our Lord.  Amen. 


