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Grace and peace to you in the name of God our Loving Creator and our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

Welcome to Good Shepherd Sunday, First Family!  Every fourth Sunday after 

Easter is Good Shepherd Sunday where we think about one of the key 

metaphors that Jesus’ uses to describe himself in the gospels.  Shepherds are 

not as common in our culture as in others, so it may seem like a strange 

comparison to us or one we need some help understanding.  The Bible says 

that the disciples didn’t get this comparison either, so Jesus really had to spell it 

out for them a second time. So if this image of God as a shepherd never quite 

made sense to you, don’t worry, we have a God of second chances and 

multiple explanations! 

 

But in some ways this Sunday the Shepherd gets upstaged by the other texts 

that we heard Nora and Katie read earlier.  …And any time adults share the 

screen with kids we know we are getting upstaged.   

 

I’ve been the online host and dealer for our family members in a Sunday 

evening time to play our cabin card game Rook.  And last Sunday, I had my 

girlfriend’s son Paul perform magic tricks between hands… and let’s just say 

that it ended up being that I dealt hands… between Paul’s magic tricks! 

 

The text from Acts captures our imagination, because there is this line about 

the disciples selling their possessions and “holding all things in common”.  For 



many people this is a sign of a radical socialist nature in the early church, 

which seems interesting enough, but holding things in common may catch our 

curiosity today as well, considering we don’t get to hold a lot of things in 

common right now!  Whatever it means in the original context, it probably 

spreads germs, right? 

 

But, while the disciples definitely weren’t trying to create a new system of 

government based on socialism, this description of communal activity is a 

radical departure from the culture around them.  But one that we may shy 

away from because we don’t feel we live up to this selfless Christian lifestyle 

today.   

 

However, there are many ways we do hold things in common as a church. 

Whether it be our offerings, benevolence, sharing what we have with each 

other or those in need, we do find ways of holding things in common as a part 

of our life as a church.   

 

The cabin where my family plays that card game is way up in the North Woods 

of Minnesota near the Canadian Border.  My grandparents bought the land 

with the money they received from the US government for being prisoners of 

war during WWII.  They named it Fram Rike, which is Norwegian for “forward 

the kingdom”.  We love it not because it is a fancy “cabin”.  There are no 

fancy decks or speed boats there.  There isn’t any electricity or running water 

either.  But it’s a special place for us as a family, and it’s a place where our 

understanding of family expanded, because my grandparents invited their 

best friends to be a part of that community and share that land together. 

They split up the land into parcels and each family bought a section.  The 

matriarchs and patriarchs of these families wanted their kids and grandkids to 

grow up with a bigger understanding of family.  Cabins were built on other 



families’ land, and the experiences of the cabin were often shared between 

families in one big cabin family. 

 

When these first disciples hold things in common, I think of our cabin Up North, 

and maybe you think of another experience where borders between families 

and neighbors are blurred.  These strangers in Jerusalem in Acts, go from not 

knowing each other at all, to seeing each other as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Almost all churches, especially small churches have a sense of being a family 

that links back to that original family experience in Jerusalem.  Thousands of 

people sharing meals together and learning about one another, as they learn 

about Jesus.  It’s pretty radical.  And as Christians our family is still pretty “rad”! 

 

The verses we heard from First Peter remind us that many early Christian 

churches had similar shared experiences.  This letter attributed to Peter 

mentions Jesus as a shepherd, which is one of the reasons we read it for Good 

Shepherd Sunday, but also gives insight into that community and how it was 

inspired by Christ as a suffering servant.   The way suffering is presented may 

catch us off guard, and out of context it could seem as the Bible was saying 

that suffering for its own sake was good for a Christian… but that is not the 

message here.  We should not seek out suffering or see another’s suffering as 

good for them and definitely not claim that abuse such as domestic abuse 

should be accepted by anyone. 

 

Some of the first ears to hear this letter, were slaves to Roman masters.  The 

abuse they had to suffer was often for their faith, because slaves were 

supposed to not have a will separate from their masters’.  And when it came 

to faith, they were expected to not only believe what their masters did, but 

also carry out pagan religious rituals in these homes.  If they refused, as many 



in the original audience probably did, they were likely beaten and abused. 

They did not seek out abuse, but experienced it due to their faith.   

 

First Peter is not talking about accepting suffering for the sake of suffering, but 

as a form of resistance to an abusive power.  The Bible is not telling people to 

return violence with violence, but it is not accepting the violence either.  It is 

telling a truth about being a Christian.  If we do right, meaning if we speak up 

for the least of these, work for justice, and resist calls to put idols above our 

faith in God, we will suffer because we will run into people that don’t want us 

to act that way, and the powers of the world that don’t like people like us 

standing up to them.  …Radicals like us, who have a different understanding of 

community and faith allegiance than is comfortable for those that want things 

to stay the way they are.  Christianity is about change.  That’s what I mean 

about being a radical.  Comforting the afflicted and afflicting the 

comfortable, and that is how this passage should be understood.  Not as 

accepting violence, but resisting it without letting our own desire for violence 

or revenge get the better of us.  As Psalm 23 says, we stay on the right paths for 

his name’s sake. 

 

And that brings us back to Good Shepherd Sunday.  Jesus is not talking about 

shepherds out of the blue.  Leaders had described themselves as “good 

shepherds” for centuries, even while they used violence and fear to prop up 

their reigns.  Even as those supposed shepherds shut down voices that called 

out for justice and treating all humans fairly.  In Jesus’ time emperors claimed 

to be good shepherds of those under the empire’s power, but 60-70% of those 

people lived in poverty and were food insecure.  Jesus in our gospel today is 

calling those leaders out.  He is saying that those that try to claim his hearers as 

their own, whether it be Herod or the emperor in Rome, they are all false 

shepherds.  He calls them thieves and bandits. 



 

Why?  Because they are stealing what is God’s.  They are stealing God’s 

children and calling them slaves.  They are taking from God’s creation and 

calling it their possessions and power.  But these claims are false.   

Jesus in this story shuts down those claims and makes his own.  He says he is the 

gate that protects God’s sheep.  He lets sheep in and keeps the wolves out. 

He says he is the true Good Shepherd.  And God’s sheep will hear him and 

trust him, beyond the calls of all the charlatans. 

 

It’s a tough time to know us to know what to believe and it’s never been 

clearer in these United States that people are very divided between the 

people they listen to.  Most of us are sure there are false shepherds leading the 

other side!  But right now, some people are listening to shepherds that give 

them terrible and even dangerous advice.  And it’s because people are afraid 

and not sure who to believe anymore.  There are so many voices… on the 

news, on radio, on the internet and yes on facebook, that are not trustworthy 

but they seem to be telling us what we want to hear or maybe selling us a 

miracle cure that isn’t actually good for us.   

 

Jesus knows this is our reality the same way it was peoples’ reality back in his 

time and the time of the early church.   

 

And to that… Jesus claims us.  And to that… Jesus’ voice keeps calling to us 

above all the racket of false prophets and bad shepherds.  Many promise 

shortcuts, but Jesus shows us the right paths.  We don’t get to follow Jesus by 

earning it or figuring something out, but by listening to his voice.   

 

This story of the shepherd is told after a blind man has been healed.  A blind 

man who has been given sight after he recognizes Jesus’ voice as the good 



shepherd.  All we need to do is listen for Jesus’ voice and hear it above the 

rest.  Calling to us by name and knowing that his voice rings true and is 

trustworthy.  He is the gate and he leads the sheep in and out.  He gives his 

sheep protection and nourishment but also leads us out into the world.  He 

leads us out into a world where there are thieves, bandits, and charlatans 

galore.  And people that will try to claim they own us.  Addictions that will 

claim they own us.   Politicians, parties, governments that claims they own us. 

But we know they don’t.  We have been redeemed by the good shepherd. 

He has our loyalty and our trust beyond the rest, because he has saved us and 

cares for us more than all the rest. 

 

The 23rd Psalm describes a shepherd that restores, heals, and guides.  While 

false shepherds may strike us to keep us in line, this shepherd leads us.  His rod 

and staff are a comfort not a threat.  He goes before us.  He picks up his cross 

and we walk behind him in the valley of the shadow of death, but we need 

not fear evil even though we may face it with him.  God is with us and Jesus’ 

voice leads us all the way to his house.  Goodness and mercy keep us moving 

forward, they follow us.  The verb for follow here is the same one used for 

sheepdogs, the shepherds of the animal kingdom.  Goodness and mercy are 

like sheep dogs herding us to our destination, guarding us as the shepherd 

leads.   

 

This is abundant life.  This is the Christian life that we are promised when we are 

first marked with the cross of Christ on our forehead in baptism and whenever 

we remember our baptism we are marked for this life of discipleship.  Jesus 

does not promise us the “perfect life” or the “indulgent” or “terrific life, or a life 

of power over others, but a life of abundance.  A life of enough.  In a world 

where we too often see scarcity and envy what others have.  The Shepherd 



offers us a place at the table of plenty where we have enough to share.  This is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory… of our good shepherd.  Amen. 

 

May the peace that Jesus gave us empty the fear in our hearts and minds and 

fill it with the Easter joy of abundant life with him. Amen.   

 


