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Grace and peace to you in the name of God our Loving Creator and Our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

As you may remember from the gospel today, the disciples, at least most of 

them are hiding out in a house with locked doors.  Even though they have just 

heard from Mary Magdalene some important news: Jesus is risen—[He is Risen 

indeed, Hallelujah!].  It seems like good news.  It seems like wonderful news.  So 

why are the disciples still hiding out?  In a house with locked doors?  Are they 

afraid that they may be identified as Jesus’ disciples if they go out, and then 

might meet the same fate?  Maybe they felt like the world was against them 

all of the sudden.  Or maybe they heard Jesus was back and they were afraid 

he might be mad at them, for running away when they said they wouldn’t. 

Maybe they are scared because when the going got tough, they got 

going…the other direction.  Maybe it is guilt and shame that they weren’t 

good enough disciples… that is keeping them stuck in that upper room. 

 

And then Jesus shows up in their midst, and says, “Peace be with you”. 

 

Can you imagine what it must have felt like to have Jesus show up in the 

middle of that room and give them a word of peace?  The last time Jesus 

talked to them in that location he had gone on for hours.  This is likely the same 

place where Jesus delivered what’s known as the Upper Room Discourse in the 

Gospel of John.  One of the few places in the Bible that one person talks, and 

talks, and talks for multiple chapters.  It’s likely that many of us and many of the 



disciples may have zoned out in the middle of this speech.  Maybe they 

started thinking about how they looked in their tunic, or if they needed new 

sandals, because that one strap seems to be getting loose… or they started 

thinking about those they had left behind to follow this guy and whether it was 

really worth it.   

 

But this time Jesus returns from the grave with a simple message.  He delivers 

the thing that it seems like the disciples needed the most.  A word of peace.   

 

We often think of peace as the absence of something…The absence of war or 

conflict.  But here the word of peace is not just that.  It is a real and positive 

force.  It enters the room with Jesus.  The disciples feel it.  It becomes more 

powerful than all their fears and they rejoice.  This peace leads to joy in the 

re-creation.  Jesus breathes new life into them, the same way God breathed 

life into the first humans in the Book of Genesis.  This peace, this new life, brings 

Joy in the presence of that same God.  And with it an instant recognition that 

this God, the Son of God they may have feared was dead…or may have 

feared would become a God who could punish them for things they’ve done 

wrong… or a God who wants to spy on them and count their sins, instead the 

God who shows up loves them and wants to be with them.  It’s powerful for 

them and for us. 

 

Can you imagine all the places Jesus could be after the resurrection—I mean 

he just defeated death, the devil, and the sin of the world.  He could be 

getting a parade in heaven nonstop.  He would be “the” VIP.  But instead he 

wants to come back and see his friends.  In the following chapter of the 

Gospel of John, the disciples are out fishing and Jesus shows up and heckles 

them from the shore, and cooks them breakfast.  Peter is so excited he jumps 

in the water! Jesus wants to be with them.  They can’t get rid of him.  He keeps 



showing up.  And here in the locked house, he miraculously shows up and 

delivers an important message.   

 

Jesus says that what Jesus does for them—unlocking them from their fears and 

showing up in their midst with love—They can do for others.  Jesus tells them 

they are sent as he was sent.  Jesus who moves in a world affected by the 

sickness of sin, is a healer for those in need.  And his disciples can be too.   

 

Jesus meets people where they are at, and more often than not it is in some 

type of locked room.  People that feel left out and left behind.  People who 

feel alone.  People that can’t get through a traumatic event, or the guilt and 

shame of a past act or lifestyle.  People who can’t believe in God logically. 

People who turn their back on God.  These are the locks we use to try to keep 

God out.  And it’s very important that when Jesus shows up in the locked 

house, he tells the disciples that they have the keys to unlock the hearts and 

minds of the world.  They have the keys to unlock the roadblocks to faith that 

people have.  They have the power to make Jesus’ presence, his forgiveness, 

his peace, show up in their lives the same way they are experiencing.  This is 

the work of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit makes Christ known.  Wherever the 

Holy Spirit goes, Jesus’ presence and promises go.   

 

And when his disciples share that presence and share that good news, they 

can go anywhere that people have locked hearts.  And that’s 

everywhere—So you can also go anywhere. 

 

Jesus in commissioning the disciples and sending them, makes the disciples 

become “apostles”—those that are sent with a purpose.  Jesus says “As the 

Father sent me, so I send you”.   

 



In closing, I want to tell the story of two of the disciples and think about how 

they were sent and where this power to unlock rooms and hearts took them. 

 

Thomas gets named as “doubting”, but maybe we are looking at the wrong 

history books on this disciple.  I see Thomas as faithful.  The rest of the disciples 

are scared and won’t go out, but Thomas does.  When Jesus says he will go to 

Lazarus, in John Chapter 11—which means getting dangerously close to the 

authorities in Jerusalem, it is Thomas who says “Let us also go, that we may die 

with him”.  Thomas is one of the disciples that seems to get it and who seems 

to be brave, not doubting.   

 

And why isn’t Thomas with the disciples when Jesus arrives?  It’s an odd detail 

that we don’t always consider.  I wonder if the other disciples worry that he is 

out giving away their position to the authorities?  But I imagine Thomas could 

just as well be out doing what Jesus did.  Thomas could be looking for Jesus 

around the same type of people Jesus met and helped during their time 

together, because he was paying attention.  His faith wasn’t based indoors.  It 

was out in the world like Jesus’ had been.  …And then Jesus comes back and 

shows up for the scaredy cats hiding out in a shuttered and locked house? 

Maybe that made Thomas pretty mad.  He wants to see Jesus too!  

 

Jesus goes to those who need it.  Those too scared to speak to others or admit 

being Christians.  Jesus shows up for those who most need peace first, but also 

to the ones that are bold and faithful disciples.  And for people like Thomas, he 

reveals the gift of forgiveness.  Perhaps Thomas is unable to forgive the other 

disciples for their lack of faith.  …For their hiding out when Jesus is out in the 

world.  Maybe Thomas believes Mary’s testimony when the others don’t.  We 

don’t know any of this for sure.  A lot of Maybes… 

 



But one more is maybe Thomas is one of the few disciples that actually went 

out to the cross and saw Jesus crucified and his side pierced.  Maybe the other 

disciples have told him about Jesus wounds, or maybe he knew that detail 

about Jesus’ body because he had seen Jesus crucified.  Like so many other 

things we don’t know for sure.  But as we think about these possibilities and 

perspectives, we also think about our own faith and witness. 

 

What we do know is that Thomas is brought close to Jesus. Jesus shows up for 

him.  He has had to wait like Lazarus did in the tomb to have Jesus show up 

and get close, but this leads to a faith that, according to some history books 

from other cultures, sent Thomas moving and he kept going.  Do you know 

where Thomas’ tomb is?  In India.  In southeastern India.  How might Thomas 

have gotten there?  By land, or by sea?  We don’t know.  But the Christian 

community in this part of India, has survived through centuries and dates its 

existence all the way back to Thomas.  Do we believe their witness?  I do. 

 

Another disciple, Peter, was sent as an Apostle and according to tradition 

went as far as Rome.  Peter, the fisherman, who only sometimes seems to be 

paying attention, became a preacher.  In our first lesson from Acts, Peter 

preaches to the crowds from all over the world at Pentecost.  As if under 

hypnosis the Holy Spirit is able draw out of him the words of the Psalms and 

stories of David to help this particular crowd understand who Jesus was, and 

why his death and resurrection matter through the lens of the Old Testament. 

Even if they may have known these stories better than Peter did. 

 

The power of the resurrection is already real.  Sin, death and the devil have 

been defeated, but it is through testimony that, that power and Jesus’ very 

presence becomes real in our midst.  Jesus is the forgiveness of sin. Jesus is 

peace.  When we have his Spirit we know that, whether it is how Thomas 



experienced Jesus in the touching of the wounds, OR whether it is one of us 

here in Wisconsin, in the 21st Century, sharing a testimony that helps someone 

meet Jesus in the forgiveness of sin, that frees them from what holds them 

captive, from what locks them up. 

 

In the middle of a locked house, Jesus tells the disciples that they have the 

power of the keys.  They have the power to unlock people from their fears and 

offer forgiveness to those in need.  Maybe that happens in different ways, and 

different times for different people.  And part of the role of the apostles and 

apostolic teaching will be carrying out that role as the center of what the 

church does and why it exists.   

 

Jesus wants his followers to free all people from their sins, to bring relief and 

peace to those who are afraid and confined.  Jesus wants us to open up our 

locked minds, bodies, and churches.  In the middle of a pandemic world 

where we are indoors just like the disciples were, we still have more power than 

the apostles ever did to share this message of hope and freedom to others 

around the globe and to listen to their testimony to us.  Through phonelines, 

radio signals, computers and smart phones we have keys to unlock the lives of 

those held captive by sin.  Jesus sends you as he sent the apostles to share this 

good news.  Amen. 

 

May the peace of Christ unlock your heart and mind from the power of sin and 

all fears, and free you to share the good news with all people. Amen.   

 


