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Happy Easter!  Hallelujah!  He is Risen! 

 

We may be separated physically from our big church family, but I’m imagining 

all of you dressed up for the day here at church.  And you all look great!  Some 

of you may even have Easter bonnets on.  And yes I am imagining Jesse with a 

really nice one!  Goes great with the beard! 

 

Jesse has been reminding me that we as a church should stay positive, laugh 

and not forget the timeless story of God’s love for us in the midst of our current 

circumstance.  

 

God’s love for us and the Easter story is just as real for us as ever.  The tomb is 

empty and we all say, shout, or sing Halleluah!  It’s awesome.  It’s a recognition 

that God is powerful.  God is full of surprises and God just keeps showing up.   

 

Easter and the Easter story is a reminder that God’s love breaks in!  God’s love 

breaks in to the tomb, pulling life from death, changing us as it changed Jesus 

and brought him into the first fruits of the new creation. There is even an 

earthquake that shows that Christ’s new creation is breaking into this one. 

God’s love breaks into the lives of the two Marys that go to the tomb.  Where 

they were mourning suddenly there is hope.  Confusion to but hope!  Christ is 

risen!  How can this be!  An angel tells them that new life has come, while the 

guards at the tomb are frozen in fear.  The guards seem dead while Christ lives. 

What a reversal of the reality you would expect! 



 

The women are told that Jesus is going to Galilee and that they should go tell 

the disciples.  But then they are surprised again.  Jesus is suddenly standing 

before them.  It’s as if he can’t help being there with them.  He can’t help 

surprising them and letting them know this is real.  They touch his feet and 

worship.   

 

We know where the disciples are.  They are locked in the upper room.  But 

Jesus breaks in there too and tells them peace. 

 

Hearing this story you hear of one feeling that all the characters have.  They 

are afraid.  They are fearful of the earthquake of the empty tomb.  The 

disciples are afraid that the authorities may come after them as they came 

after Jesus and so they are socially isolating in the worst way.  Fear packed on 

top of fear in a contained space. 

 

Jesus’ message is pretty consistent all after the resurrection.  He tells the 

women who he greets happily on their path to “not be afraid” but to go tell 

the story.   He sees the disciples fear and replaces it with “peace”.   

 

There characters may have been afraid of Jesus being there.  Afraid of what 

he might say to them after all they are the ones who said they’d stand with 

him and ran away.  But he offers peace.  And he shows up where they are.  He 

meets them where they are at. 

 

What a great message for us in these days.  We need a God who breaks in 

right now don’t we.  We may be stuck in our homes but we have a God who 

shows up.  A god who’s love for us can not be contained nor shut out by our 

fears. 



 

What has Jesus been up to during that time.  Well the early church held that 

he really died but he shows up in the realm of the dead and preaches to 

them, reveals himself to them and offers them salvation.  If Jesus has the power 

to preach to those who have already died.  If God has the power to raise 

Jesus from the dead, than Jesus knows he has the power to raise us.   

 

He is showing up and announcing the good news once again.  The incredible, 

unbelievable good news, that it is finished.  Christ has done it for us.  Death 

defeated—Check.  The devil defeated—check.  And human sin—defeated. 

What do we have to fear when those gifts of Christ show up at our door in an 

easter basket every day! 

 

We find a way to fear, and sin, and forget, but Jesus keeps breaking in.  Jesus 

keeps reminding us that we are loved deeply and fully by God.  That we are 

forgiven.  That we should not live our lives in fear.  So why stay in our homes. 

Why self isolate when we have nothing to fear? 

 

The creation we are in, the reality we are in, still has sin it, and death, and the 

devil will still be working to tempt, confuse, and distract us for the good news. 

There are still viruses out there.  There are still things that we should avoid and 

sometimes fear is an appropriate response.   

 

But what Jesus delivers to us, is a message, in the flesh about how it all ends.  In 

this world we may face hardship and pain and Christ did, but we know how it 

all ends.  We know that we will be with Christ.  We know that the tomb will not 

hold us, and that death does not have the final say.  We know that the Devil 

may still do his worst, but his power is fading and will not last.  We know that we 



may sin but God’s forgiveness always breaks in.  And that grace spreads 

through us and the world.   

 

When we are in Christ.  When we are in his Easter presence, we don’t have to 

fear the true threats.  Jesus has defeated that which could hold us and keep 

us from him.  He’s given us the keys to break out of what could separate us 

and break into the lives of others with a word of love when they may expect 

judgment.  Christ wants us to hear the words of forgiveness.  Today we will 

remember our baptism and the forgiveness Christ gives us to live our lives in this 

world.  Our baptism reminds us that the fears that could hold us have been 

defeated.  We can live free and love all.  There is plenty of love to share. 

 

God wants to feed us with his grace, and Christ is the host of that meal. 

Normally we are fed by Christ’s grace around the Lord’s table and though we 

are not doing that today in church, we know Christ is with us at our tables.  We 

still get to feast on God’s grace in our lives today and every day.  That meal is 

always offered.  Christ forgiveness is always in your hand, just like the bread of 

communion is placed there when we gather.  And it will be there again, but 

that grace is not contained.  It is with you and it is in you.   

 

Our Easter dinner may be a can of tuna today, or baked beans.  It may not 

compare to feasts or the company we have had in the past, but we know it is 

a feast, this love feast is connected to the feast that is to come.  With the 

company of angels and saints gathered around the Christ the victor.   

 

God’s grace is for you today.  God’s Easter story is for you today.  God takes 

our fear and feeds us peace.  Jesus love is here today.  Let that love fill you up 

to overflowing. 

 



May the peace of Christ fill your hearts and minds with his Easter joy, and 

infinity of love shared with you again and again and again. Amen.   

 


