
FLC Bible Study — 5.21.19 — Tradition and Biblical Stories

From Last Time:
Biblical Women

• From “Bible Women: All Their Words and Why They Matter” by Lindsay Hardin 
Freeman 

• There are 93 women who speak in the Bible, 49 of whom are named. These women 
speak a total of 14,056 words—roughly 1% of the total words in the Bible.
◦ Mary, mother of Jesus: 191 words
◦ Mary Magdalene: 61 words

Mary’s Parents: Anne & Joachim
From the Gospel of James: (written around AD 150)

• “And he remembered the patriarch Abraham, how in the last days God gave him a son, 
even Isaac. And Joachim was sore grieved, and showed not himself to his wife, but 
betook himself into the wilderness, and pitched his tent there, and fasted forty days 
and forty nights, saying within himself: I will not go down either for meat or for drink 
until the Lord my God visit me, and my prayer shall be unto me meat and drink. Now his
wife Anne lamented with two lamentations, and bewailed herself with two bewailings, 
saying: I will bewail my widowhood, and I will bewail my childlessness.”

• “And behold an angel of the Lord appeared, saying unto her: Anne, Anne, the Lord hath 
hearkened unto thy prayer, and thou shalt conceive and bear, and thy seed shall be 
spoken of in the whole world… And her months were fulfilled, and in the ninth month 
Anne brought forth. And she said unto the midwife: what have I brought forth? And she
said: A female. And Anne said: My soul is magnified this day, and she laid herself down. 
And when the days were fulfilled, Anne purified herself and gave suck to the child and 
called her name Mary.”

Jesus
From the Infancy Gospel of Thomas: (written around AD 150)

• (First group) 
◦ 3 miracles - Breathes life into birds fashioned from clay, curses a boy, who then 

becomes a corpse (not present in Greek B), curses a boy who falls dead and his 
parents become blind 

◦ Attempt to teach Jesus which fails, with Jesus doing the teaching 
◦ 3 miracles - Reverses his earlier acts (this would include resurrecting the two boys 

and healing the blind parents), resurrects a friend who fell from a roof, heals a man 
who chopped his foot with an axe.

• (Second group) 
◦ 3 miracles - Carries water on cloth, produces a feast from a single grain, stretches a 

beam of wood to help his father finish constructing a bed.
◦ Attempts to teach Jesus, which fails, with Jesus doing the teaching.
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◦ 3 miracles - Heals James from snake poison, resurrects a child who died of illness, 
resurrects a man who died in a construction accident.

• Incident in the temple paralleling Luke

Quotes from the text:
• “Now after certain days Jesus was playing in the upper story of a certain house, and one

of the young children that played with him fell down from the house and died. And the 
other children when they saw it fled, and Jesus remained alone. 2 And the parents of 
him that was dead came and accused him that he had cast him down. (And Jesus said: I 
did not cast him down) but they reviled him still. 3 Then Jesus leaped down from the 
roof and stood by the body of the child and cried with a loud voice and said: Zeno (for 
so was his name called), arise and tell me, did I cast thee down? And straightway he 
arose and said: Nay, Lord, thou didst not cast me down, but didst raise me up. And 
when they saw it they were amazed: and the parents of the child glorified God for the 
sign which had come to pass, and worshiped Jesus.”

• “This little child Jesus when he was five years old was playing at the ford of a brook: and
he gathered together the waters that flowed there into pools, and made them 
straightway clean, and commanded them by his word alone. And having made soft clay,
he fashioned thereof twelve sparrows.”

• “After that again he went through the village, and a child ran and dashed against his 
shoulder. And Jesus was provoked and said unto him: Thou shalt not finish thy course. 
And immediately he fell down and died.”

Magi Names

• Melchior, Persian scholar
• Caspar
• Balthazar, Babylonian scholar

◦ From Encyclopedia Britannica: According to Western church tradition, Balthazar is 
often represented as a king of Arabia, Melchior as a king of Persia, and Caspar as a 
king of India. These names apparently derive from a Greek manuscript probably 
composed in Alexandria around AD 500.

New Testament Names
• Sisters, female cousins of Jesus

◦ Maria (Gospel of Phillip), Lysia and Lydia (History of Joseph the Carpenter), Maria, 
Salome (Epiphanus)

• Herodias’ daughter – appears in Matthew 14, Mark 6
◦ Salome (Jewish Antiquities of Josephus)

• Syrophoencian woman – appears in Matthew 15, Mark 7
◦ Justa (3rd century Clementine homily)

• Hemorrhaging woman – appears in Matthew 9
◦ Bernice (Acts of Pilate)
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• Samaritan woman at the well – appears in John 4
◦ Photini (Eastern Orthodox tradition)

• Rich man – appears in Luke 16
◦ Niveveh (Coptic folklore)
◦ Phineas (Cyprian)

• Pontius Pilate’s wife – appears in Matthew 27:19
◦ Claudia, Procula (European folklore)

• Thieves crucified with Jesus – appears in Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, John 19
◦ Titus & Dumanchus (Arabic Gospel of the Infancy of the Savior)
◦ Dimas & Gestas (Acts of Pilate)

• Soldier who pierced Jesus with a spear – appears in John 19:34
◦ Longinus (Acts of Pilate)

Next Classes:

May & June:
- Gospel Endings - Learn to Translate the Bible
- Heaven & Hell - Movie, TBD
- What is the Trinity?

Missed a previous handout? Find them here:
firstlutheranelca.org/bible-study-handouts
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