
FLC Bible Study — 4.9.19 — Holy Week Series
Why Holy Week?

From Last Time:
Prayer Methods

• ACTS
◦ Adoration—Praising God for who God is.
◦ Confession—Sharing our sins with God.
◦ Thanksgiving—Thanking God for God’s blessings.
◦ Supplication—Requests for ourselves and others.

• TRIP
◦ T—Thanksgiving
◦ R—Regret
◦ I—Intercession
◦ P—Purpose or Plan

• Divine Reading (Lectio Divina)
◦ Four part movement: Read, meditate, pray, contemplate.

Holy Week
• Why is it holy?
• Why is it one week?

• Passover
◦ Jewish holiday celebrating the exodus of the Israelites from slavery
◦ This year: Friday, April 19, evening
◦ Last Supper/Lord’s Supper versus Passover meal (Seder)

▪ In John’s Gospel, the Passover meal takes place on Friday night (Good Friday) 
“By now it was early morning (Friday), and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the 
Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover.” 
(18:28) 

▪ In John’s Gospel, Jesus is presented as the Lamb of God. “The next day John saw 
Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world!’” (1:29)

▪ During the afternoon before the Passover meal, the sacrificial lamb was 
slaughtered. In John’s Gospel, Jesus’ death takes place during the afternoon 
before the Passover meal. Jesus = sacrificial lamb.

▪ “And [the chief priests and elders] plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way and 
kill him. ‘But not during the Feast,’ they said, ‘or there may be a riot among the 
people.’” (Matthew 26:4-5)
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• Palm Sunday (Passion Sunday)
◦ Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem

▪ Matthew 21, Mark 11, Luke 19, John 12
• Maundy Thursday (Commandment Thursday)

◦ Jesus washes disciples’ feet. Gives new commandment: Love one another.
▪ John 13

◦ Last Supper
▪ Matthew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22

• Good Friday
◦ Jesus’ death

▪ Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, John 19

Holy Week According to the Gospels

Matthew 21–27 → (25% of Matthew’s Gospel is Holy Week)
• Jesus clears temple (21:12)
• Withers fig tree (21:18)
• End times parables
• Jesus anointed at Bethany (26:6)
• Lord’s Supper (26:17)
• Gethsemane, Jesus’ arrest, Peter’s denial, and Judas’ death (26-27)
• Last words: “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?”

Mark 11–15 → (31% of Mark’s Gospel is Holy Week)
• Jesus clears temple (11:12)
• Withers fig tree (11:20)
• End times parables
• Jesus anointed at Bethany (14:1)
• Lord’s Supper (14:12)
• Gethsemane, Jesus’ arrest, Peter’s denial, and Judas’ death (14-15)
• Last words: “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?”

Luke 19–23 → (21% of Luke’s Gospel is Holy Week)
• Jesus clears temple (20:45)
•  Withers fig tree
• End times parables
•  Jesus anointed at Bethany (7:36—a different anointing)
• Lord’s Supper (22:7)
• Gethsemane, Jesus’ arrest, Peter’s denial, and Judas’ death (22)

Page 2 of 3



FLC Bible Study — 4.9.19 — Holy Week Series
Why Holy Week?

• Last words: “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” (23:34) And, “I 
tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” (23:43) And, “Father, into 
your hands I commit my spirit.” (23:46)

John 12–19 → (38% of John’s Gospel is Holy Week)
• Jesus clears temple (Jesus does this, except it happens in chapter 2 at the beginning of 

his ministry.)
•  Withers fig tree
•  End times parables
• Jesus anointed at Bethany  (12:1—the final story before Palm Sunday)
• Lord’s Supper (Jesus instead washes disciples’ feet during a briefly mentioned Passover 

meal, 13:1)
• Farewell Discourse (chapters 14–17)
• Gethsemane, Jesus’ arrest, Peter’s denial, and Judas’ death (18–19)
• Last words: “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?” “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” (23:34) And, “I 
tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” (23:43) And, “Father, into 
your hands I commit my spirit.” (23:46) “Dear woman, here is your son. Here is your 
mother.” (19:26-27) And, “I am thirsty.” (19:28) And, “It is finished.” (19:30)

Holy Week Timeline (According to Matthew, Mark, and Luke)
• Sunday: Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey.
• Monday: Jesus clears the temple.
• Tuesday: Teachings and parables.
• Wednesday: Not mentioned.
• Thursday: Passover, Last Supper, Gethsemane, arrest, and trial.
• Friday: Jesus found guilty, crucifixion, and death.
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