
FLC Bible Study — 4.30.19 — The Problem of Evil & Theodicy

From Last Time:
Communion
What is the Communion?

It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, for us 
Christians to eat and to drink, instituted by Christ himself.

What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?
That is shown us in these words: Given, and shed for you, for the [forgiveness] of sins; 

namely, that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these
words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.

— From the Small Catechism

“Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then God is impotent. Is God able, but not willing? 
Then God is malevolent. Is God both able and willing? Then why is there evil?”

— David Hume, 18th century Scottish philosopher

Notes: CrashCourse Video on The Problem of Evil
Theism, theistic, theists: Person who believes in the existence of a god.
Why is there evil?
The Logical Problem of Evil (Or, why does evil exist?)

Why does God allow evil in the world?
Omniscient, omnipotent, omnibenevolent God.
All-knowing, all-powerful, all-good.

Theodicy: An attempt to show that the existence of evil doesn’t rule out the possibility of God’s
existence. From Greek, meaning “God” and “justice”.

Theodicy #1: The Free Will Defense
God maximized the goodness in the world by creating free beings. And being free 

means that we have the choice to do evil things – a choice that some of us exercise. So, God 
doesn’t create evil, it exists because we bring it into existence through our own free will. It 
preserves the three “omnis” of God.

However, it only addresses “Moral Evil” - evil committed, on purpose, by humans.
Natural Evil – evil we're not responsible for.

Theodicy #2: Soul-Making
God deliberately creates us unfinished. John Hicks says, “The harshness of life gives us a

robust texture and character that wouldn’t be possible without an imperfect world. We’re not 
God’s little pets, and he’s not our benevolent owner, whose sole job is to keep us in a safe, 
comfortable environment.”
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The Evidential Problem of Evil (Or, why is there so much evil in the world?)
If God were truly good, and if a negative contrast were really needed in order for us to 

understand the goodness of the world, then why wouldn’t God just give us the very minimum 
dosage of necessary evil to achieve that goal?

Counter: There’s always a good that corresponds to, and is proportionate to, any evil.

The Problem of Evil

“Logical Problem of Evil”
1. God exists.
2. God is omnipotent (all-powerful), omnibenevolent (all-good), and omniscient (all-

knowing). 
3. An omnipotent being has the power to prevent that evil from coming into existence. 
4. An omnibenevolent being would want to prevent all evils. 
5. An omniscient being knows every way in which evils can come into existence, and 

knows every way in which those evils could be prevented. 
6. A being who knows every way in which an evil can come into existence, who is able to 

prevent that evil from coming into existence, and who wants to do so, would prevent 
the existence of that evil. 

7. If there exists an omnipotent, omnibenevolent and omniscient God, then no evil exists. 
8. Evil exists (logical contradiction).

The problem can be solved if any one of these qualities of God – all-powerful, all-good, or all-
knowing – is removed.

“Evidential Problem of Evil”

1. There exist instances of intense suffering which an omnipotent, omniscient being could 
have prevented without thereby losing some greater good or permitting some evil 
equally bad or worse. 

2. An omniscient, wholly good being would prevent the occurrence of any intense 
suffering it could, unless it could not do so without thereby losing some greater good or
permitting some evil equally bad or worse. 

3. (Therefore) There does not exist an omnipotent, omniscient, wholly good being.

“Problem of Animal Suffering”
1. God is omnipotent, omniscient and wholly good. 
2. The evil of extensive animal suffering exists. 
3. Necessarily, God can actualize a perfect world. 
4. Necessarily, God can actualize a perfect world only if God does actualize a perfect 

world. 
5. Necessarily, God actualized a perfect world. 
6. If #1 is true then either #2 or #5 is true, but not both. This is a contradiction, so #1 is not

true.
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Responses to the Problem of Evil

1. Skeptical Theism
a) Answers the problem of evil by asserting that God allows an evil to happen in order 

to prevent a greater evil or to encourage a response that will lead to a greater good.
An evil act happening to an innocent person is defended as having a purpose from 
God that a human being may not comprehend, but which may lead to lesser evil or 
greater good.

b) States we as humans simply cannot understand God’s motives in the grand scheme 
of life.

2. Free will
a) Evil is a consequence of free will. Critics question whether it explains the amount of 

evil seen in the world.
b) Does not explain natural evil (things humans, and therefore free will, have nothing 

to do with) – advocates for this defense pose this is where demons enter the 
equation.
1. Or, natural evils are the result of the fall of man, which corrupted the perfect 

world created by God or,
2. that natural evils are the result of natural laws or,
3. that natural evils provide us with a knowledge of evil which makes our free 

choices more significant than they would otherwise be, and so our free will 
more valuable or,

4. that natural evils are a mechanism of divine punishment for moral evils that 
humans have committed, and so the natural evil is justified.

c) This defense struggles to explain evil that occurs to animals.
d) Heaven and free will: If God is capable of creating a place – heaven – that is free 

from evil, then why couldn’t God create a place – Earth – that is free from evil?

3. Soul-Making
a) Answers the problem of evil by saying that evil and suffering are necessary for 

human growth.
b) However, many evils do not seem to produce human growth or are far too great to 

outweigh any growth they may produce – particularly evil that simply kills us.

4. Deny Evil Exists
a) Argument is that evil is simply the absence of good. (darkness is the absence of 

light, cold is the absence of heat)
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How Does the Bible Address The Problem of Evil?

Evil represented in the Bible by: Chaos, human sin, demonic forces, and suffering.

• Deuteronomy 30 and Hebrews 12 open the possibilities that suffering may be 
punishment, natural consequences, or God's loving discipline.

• Genesis 4:1-8 and the first murder suggests much suffering is the result of certain 
people's choices. 

• Genesis 45 says God's redemptive power is stronger than suffering and can be used to 
further good purposes. 

• Luke 22:31-34 says resist the fear and despair that accompany suffering, instead 
remember/believe God has the power to help. 

• Job 40 says God is not like humans but wants a relationship with all of them, which 
requires some surrender to God and acceptance of suffering. 

• Romans 8:18-30 sets present temporary suffering within the context of God's eternal 
purposes. 

• Hebrews 12:1-6 sets suffering within the concept of "soul-making" as do 2 Peter 1:5-8, 
James 1, and others. 

• Exodus 17:1-7 and the whole book of Job characterize suffering as testing and speak of 
God's right to test human loyalty. 

• 2 Corinthians 4:7-12 says human weakness during suffering reveals God's strength and 
that it is part of the believer's calling to embrace suffering in solidarity with Christ. 

• 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 says God is the comforter and that people learn how to better 
comfort others when they have personal experience of suffering. 

• The great hymn in Philippians 2, along with Colossians 1:24, combine to claim Christ 
redeems suffering itself. Believers are invited to share in that by emulating his good 
thoughts, words and deeds. All New Testament teachings on suffering are all grounded 
in and circle back to the fall of mankind and the possible redemptive power to 
individuals of the cross. 

Irenaean Theodicy
• Suffering causes us to grow: “What doesn’t kill us makes us stronger.” And, “God 

doesn’t give us move than we can handle.”

Augustinian Theodicy
• Evil is a consequence of The Fall in Genesis. Moral evil explained by human’s sinful 

nature and natural evil explained by demons. God did not create evil.

Martin Luther’s Theodicy
• Evil is a consequence of The Fall in Genesis and humans’ sinful nature.
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Next Classes:

May 7 — The Problem of Evil & Theodicy, Part 2

May & June:
- Exorcism & Demons
- Gospel Endings
- Atonement Theories
- What is the Trinity?
- Women of the New Testament
- Learn to Translate the Bible
- Tradition and Biblical Stories
- Movie, TBD
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