
FLC Bible Study — 4.16.19 — Holy Week Series
7 Last Words & Farewell Discourse

From Last Time:
Holy Week Timeline (According to Matthew, Mark, and Luke)

• Sunday: Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey.
• Monday: Jesus clears the temple.
• Tuesday: Teachings and parables.
• Wednesday: Not mentioned.
• Thursday: Passover, Last Supper, Gethsemane, arrest, and trial.
• Friday: Jesus found guilty, crucifixion, and death.

7 Last Words of Jesus
1. “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” – Luke 23:34
2. “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” – Luke 23:43
3. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said

to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” – John 
19:26-27

4. “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?”) – Matthew 27:46 
a) “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?”) – Mark 15:34
5. Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be 

fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” – John 19:28
6. Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. – John 19:30
7. “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. –

Luke 23:46

John, 3 words:  Woman, here is your son; here is your mother. I am thirsty. It is finished.

Luke, 3 words: Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise. Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they are doing. Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.

Mark & Matthew, 1 word: Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani (My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?)

Matthew
(Hebrew)         עזבתני    למה  אלי  אלי 
Ἡλεὶ Ἡλεὶ λεμὰ σαβαχθανεί   (Greek transliteration of the Hebrew)
 Eli,   Eli,   lema sabachthani    (English transliteration of the Greek & Hebrew)

Mark
(Hebrew)          עזבתני    למה  אלי  אלי 
Ἐλωῒ Ἐλωῒ λαμὰ σαβαχθανεί   (Greek transliteration of the Hebrew)
Eloi,  Eloi,  lema sabachthani   (English transliteration of the Greek & Hebrew)
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A transliteration doesn’t  tell  you the meaning of the words, but it  helps you
pronounce  them.  Transliteration  changes  the  letters  from  one  alphabet  or
language  into  the  corresponding,  similar-sounding  characters  of  another
alphabet.

Farewell Discourse
• John’s Gospel, Chapters 14-17 (accounts for 20% of John’s Gospel)

◦ Given after the Last Supper
▪ “It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him

to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. The evening meal was in progress” – John 13:1-2

◦ Jesus comforts the disciples over 4 chapters
◦ Ends before Jesus and the disciples go to Gethsemane; Jesus’ arrest

▪ “When [Jesus] had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the 
Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went 
into it.” – John 18:1

◦ 4 Parts:
▪ Jesus the Way; Promise of the Holy Spirit
▪ Vine & Branches
▪ World Hate the Disciples; Work of the Holy Spirit
▪ Jesus’ Farewell Prayer

• Part 1: Jesus the Way; Promise of the Holy Spirit
◦ Chapter 14:1-31

▪ “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My 
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 
going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know 
the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know 
where you are going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” – John 
14:1-6

▪ “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with
you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 
you.” – John 14:16-17

• Part 2: Vine & Branches
◦ Chapter 15:1-17

▪ “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will 
be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 
you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
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remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the 
vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” – John 15:1-5

▪ “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one 
than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” – John 15:12-13

• Part 3: World Hate the Disciples; Work of the Holy Spirit
◦ Chapters 15:18-16:33

▪ “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.” – John 15:18
▪ “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of 

truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me.” – John 15:26
▪ “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the 

Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his 
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.” – 
John 16:12-13

▪ “A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her 
baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the 
world.” – John 16:21

▪ “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.” – John 16:33

• Part 4: Jesus’ Farewell Prayer
◦ Chapter 17:1-26
◦ Jesus prays for himself:

▪ “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.” – John
17:1

◦ Jesus prays for his disciples:
▪ “For I gave [the disciples] the words you gave me and they accepted them. They 

knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. I 
pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for 
they are yours.” – John 17:8-9

◦ Jesus prays for all believers:
▪ “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 

through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you.” – John 17:20-21

Next Classes:
April 23 — Communion: Bread, Wine, and Jesus 
April 30 — Four Gospel Endings
May 7 — Movie?
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