
FLC Bible Study – 3.19.19 – Faith & Prayer Series
Sharing Your Faith

From Last Time:
Church Seasons

• Every Sunday is a mini-Easter!
• The Lutheran church calendar begins with Advent.

◦ Advent
◦ Christmas
◦ Epiphany
◦ Lent
◦ Easter
◦ Pentecost
◦ Ordinary Time (Season after Pentecost)

What is Faith?
• Hebrews 11:1—“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about 

what we do not see.”

• Romans 10:17—“Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 
through the word about Christ.”

• Matthew 17:20—“Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can 
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be 
impossible for you.’”

• Ephesians 2:8-9—“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”

• Proverbs 3:5-6—“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”

• 2 Corinthians 5:7—“For we live by faith, not by sight.”

• James 2:14-26—
“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? 
Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If 
one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
action, is dead.

But someone will say, ‘You have faith; I have deeds.’

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. You 
believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.
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You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? Was not 
our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the 
altar? You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made 
complete by what he did. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God, and
it was credited to him as righteousness,’ and he was called God’s friend. You see that a person 
is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone.

In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she 
did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? As the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.”

Sharing Your Faith—Proclaiming the Good News

• 1 Corinthians 3:6-7—“[Paul] planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been 
making it grow. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but 
only God, who makes things grow.”

• Psalm 96:1-3—“Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. Sing to the 
LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the 
nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.”

Sharing Faith “Formula”
1. God loves you. (John 3:16—“For God so loved the world”)
2. We’re sinners. (Romans 3:23—“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”)
3. Jesus died for you. (1 Peter 3:18—“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous 

for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.”
4. Faith, belief & salvation. (Romans 3:24—“all are justified freely by his grace through the

redemption that came by Christ Jesus” & John 3:16—“that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.”)

Discipleship & Faith
1. Calling: “Go and make disciples of all nations”—Matthew 28:19
2. Discipleship: “As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will 

know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”—John 13:34-35
3. Relationship (God to You): “This is love: Not that we loved God, but that he loved us 

and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another.”—1 John 4:10-11

4. Relationship (You to Others): “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love 
never fails… And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love.”—1 Corinthians 13:4-8, 13
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