
FLC Bible Study – 1.22.19 – Biblical History Series
Apocrypha

From Last Week:
Synoptic Gospels – Matthew, Mark, and Luke

• Synoptic meaning, “seeing together” or “synopsis”
• Mark appears to have been written first with Matthew and Luke gathering their 

material from: Mark, their own unique sources, and a possible “Q” document.
◦ “Q” would have been a collection of Jesus’ sayings and stories.

Apocrypha

• From Medieval Latin meaning, “secret, or non-canonical” and Greek meaning, 
“obscure” and “to hide away”.

Old Testament
• “Deuterocanonical Books”

◦ Books originally found in the Septuagint (2nd century B.C.), but not the Masoretic 
Text (10th century A.D.)

◦ The Catholic Church and Eastern Orthodox Church consider them a part of the Bible,
but the Protestant Church does not.
▪ Tobit
▪ Judith 
▪ Wisdom (also called the Wisdom of Solomon) 
▪ Sirach (also called Ecclesiasticus) 
▪ Baruch
▪ 1 Maccabees 
▪ 2 Maccabees 
▪ Additions to Esther
▪ Additions to Daniel

New Testament

Infancy gospels
• James
• Thomas
• Pseudo-Matthew

Jewish-Christian gospels
• These texts were often quoted by the early church leaders.
• No manuscripts remain to this day, but quotations from them can be inferred from 

writings of the early church leaders.
◦ Ebionites
◦ Hebrews
◦ Nazarenes
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• Non-canonical gospels
◦ Marcion
◦ Mani
◦ Apelles
◦ Bardesanes
◦ Basilides

• Sayings gospels
◦ Thomas*

• Passion gospels
◦ Peter
◦ Nicodemus
◦ Bartholomew

*Gospel of Thomas
• Contains 114 sayings attributed to Jesus.
• Half of them are similar to quotes of Jesus found in the Gospels.
• Unlike the Gospels, it is not a narrative account – it simply contains stand-alone sayings 

attributed to Jesus.
◦ Thomas: “Jesus said, ‘You see the sliver in your friend's eye, but you don't see the 

timber in your own eye. When you take the timber out of your own eye, then you 
will see well enough to remove the sliver from your friend's eye.’”

◦ Matthew 7:3-5: “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and
pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 
‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your 
own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

Gnostic Texts
• “Gnostic” from Greek meaning, “having knowledge”.
• Originated in the first and second centuries A.D. 

◦ “These systems believed that the material world is created by the ‘works’ of a lower
god, trapping a divine spark within the human body. This divine spark could be 
liberated by gnosis, spiritual knowledge acquired through direct experience.”

◦ “In a religious context, gnosis is mystical or esoteric knowledge based on direct 
participation with the divine. “

• Core teachings:
◦ All matter is evil.
◦ There is an unknowable god.
◦ The creator of the material universe is an inferior god.
◦ To achieve salvation, one needs to get in touch with gnosis (knowledge).

• Early Christianity was diverse – only by the 4th century A.D. do Gnostic beliefs begin to 
decline.
◦ Even so, considered heretical by the early church.
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• Gospel of Judas and Gospel of Mary are two examples of numerous Gnostic texts that 
exist.

Acts and Letters
• Nearly 30 books – acts of a certain apostle (ex. Acts of Andrew) and letters written by 

individuals (ex. Letter of Barnabas).

Apocalypses
• From the Greek word for apocalypse meaning, “revelation” and “an unveiling or 

unfolding of things not previously known.”
◦ Apocalypse of Paul
◦ Apocalypse of Peter
◦ Apocalypse of Thomas
◦ Apocalypse of Stephen
◦ Apocalypse of James

And many, many more…

New Testament Canonization – Why Didn’t These Books Make the Cut?
• The accepted Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – as well as the letters of Paul 

and the other books of the current New Testament – are all considered to have been 
written before 100 A.D.

• For the first few hundred years after Jesus’ death the New Testament was more or less 
fluid – however, no book in the current 27 canon was ever considered heretical or 
apocryphal during that time – except for Revelation.

• Athanasisus, a bishop of Alexandria, wrote a letter in 367 A.D. which listed the 27 books
of the New Testament
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Item Matthew, Mark, Luke John Thomas Hebrew Gospel 

New 
Covenant

The central theme of the 
Gospels – Love God with all your 
heart and your neighbor as 
yourself

The central theme – 
Love is the New 
Commandment given 
by Jesus

Secret knowledge, 
love your friends

The central theme – 
Love one another

Forgiveness
Very important – particularly in 
Matthew and Luke Assumed

Mentions being 
forgiven in relation to 
blasphemy against 
Trinity

Very important – 
Forgiveness is a 
central theme and 
this gospel goes into 
the greatest detail

Love & the 
poor

Very Important – The rich young 
man Assumed Important Very important – The

rich young man

Jesus starts 
his ministry

Jesus meets John the Baptist and
is baptized in the 15th year of 
Tiberius Caesar

Jesus meets John the 
Baptist, 46 years after 
Herod's Temple is built
(John 2:20)

Only speaks of John 
the Baptist

Jesus meets John the 
Baptist and is 
baptized. This gospel 
goes into the 
greatest detail

Virgin birth 
account

Described in Matthew & Luke, 
Mark only makes reference to a 
"Mother"

Not mentioned, 
although the "Word 
becomes flesh" in John
1:14

N/A as this is a gospel 
of Jesus' sayings Not mentioned. 

Jesus’ 
baptism Described Seen in flash-back 

(John 1:32-34) N/A Described great 
detail 

Preaching 
style

Brief one-liners; parables Essay format, Midrash Sayings, parables Brief one-liners; 
parables

Storytelling Parables Figurative language & 
metaphor

Proto-Gnostic, 
hidden, parables Parables

Jesus’ 
theology

1st-century liberal Judaism. Critical of Jewish 
authorities

Proto-Gnostic 1st-century Judaism

Miracles Many miracles Seven Signs N/A Fewer miracles
Duration of 
ministry

Not mentioned, appears to be 1 
year

3 years (Four 
Passovers) N/A 1 year

Resurrection Mary and the women are the 
first to learn Jesus has arisen

John adds detailed 
account of Mary's 
experience of the 
Resurrection

N/A

In the Gospel of the 
Hebrews is the 
unique account of 
Jesus appearing to 
his brother, James 
the Just.
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Gospel of Thomas (16 of 114 sayings)

These are the secret sayings that the living Jesus spoke and Didymos Judas Thomas recorded. 

1. And he said, "Whoever discovers the interpretation of these sayings will not taste 
death." 

2. Jesus said, "Those who seek should not stop seeking until they find. When they find, 
they will be disturbed. When they are disturbed, they will marvel, and will reign over all. [And 
after they have reigned they will rest.]" 

3. Jesus said, "If your leaders say to you, 'Look, the (Father's) kingdom is in the sky,' 
then the birds of the sky will precede you. If they say to you, 'It is in the sea,' then the fish will 
precede you. Rather, the (Father's) kingdom is within you and it is outside you. 

When you know yourselves, then you will be known, and you will understand that you 
are children of the living Father. But if you do not know yourselves, then you live in poverty, 
and you are the poverty." 

4. Jesus said, "The person old in days won't hesitate to ask a little child seven days old 
about the place of life, and that person will live. 

For many of the first will be last, and will become a single one." 

5. Jesus said, "Know what is in front of your face, and what is hidden from you will be 
disclosed to you. 

For there is nothing hidden that will not be revealed. [And there is nothing buried that 
will not be raised.]" 

6. His disciples asked him and said to him, "Do you want us to fast? How should we 
pray? Should we give to charity? What diet should we observe?" 

Jesus said, "Don't lie, and don't do what you hate, because all things are disclosed 
before heaven. After all, there is nothing hidden that will not be revealed, and there is nothing 
covered up that will remain undisclosed." 

7. Jesus said, "Lucky is the lion that the human will eat, so that the lion becomes 
human. And foul is the human that the lion will eat, and the lion still will become human." 

8. And he said, "The person is like a wise fisherman who cast his net into the sea and 
drew it up from the sea full of little fish. Among them the wise fisherman discovered a fine 
large fish. He threw all the little fish back into the sea, and easily chose the large fish. Anyone 
here with two good ears had better listen!" 

9. Jesus said, "Look, the sower went out, took a handful (of seeds), and scattered 
(them). Some fell on the road, and the birds came and gathered them. Others fell on rock, and 
they didn't take root in the soil and didn't produce heads of grain. Others fell on thorns, and 
they choked the seeds and worms ate them. And others fell on good soil, and it produced a 
good crop: it yielded sixty per measure and one hundred twenty per measure." 
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10. Jesus said, "I have cast fire upon the world, and look, I'm guarding it until it blazes." 

11. Jesus said, "This heaven will pass away, and the one above it will pass away. 

The dead are not alive, and the living will not die. During the days when you ate what is 
dead, you made it come alive. When you are in the light, what will you do? On the day when 
you were one, you became two. But when you become two, what will you do?" 

12. The disciples said to Jesus, "We know that you are going to leave us. Who will be 
our leader?" 

Jesus said to them, "No matter where you are you are to go to James the Just, for 
whose sake heaven and earth came into being." 

13. Jesus said to his disciples, "Compare me to something and tell me what I am like." 

Simon Peter said to him, "You are like a just messenger." 

Matthew said to him, "You are like a wise philosopher." 

Thomas said to him, "Teacher, my mouth is utterly unable to say what you are like." 

Jesus said, "I am not your teacher. Because you have drunk, you have become 
intoxicated from the bubbling spring that I have tended." 

And he took him, and withdrew, and spoke three sayings to him. When Thomas came 
back to his friends they asked him, "What did Jesus say to you?" 

Thomas said to them, "If I tell you one of the sayings he spoke to me, you will pick up 
rocks and stone me, and fire will come from the rocks and devour you." 

14. Jesus said to them, "If you fast, you will bring sin upon yourselves, and if you pray, 
you will be condemned, and if you give to charity, you will harm your spirits. 

When you go into any region and walk about in the countryside, when people take you 
in, eat what they serve you and heal the sick among them. 

After all, what goes into your mouth will not defile you; rather, it's what comes out of 
your mouth that will defile you." 

15. Jesus said, "When you see one who was not born of woman, fall on your faces and 
worship. That one is your Father." 

16. Jesus said, "Perhaps people think that I have come to cast peace upon the world. 
They do not know that I have come to cast conflicts upon the earth: fire, sword, war. 

For there will be five in a house: there'll be three against two and two against three, 
father against son and son against father, and they will stand alone." 

Next Class: Tuesday, January 29
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