
FLC Bible Study – 1.15.19 – Biblical History Series
How the Biblical Canon Was Formed

From Last Week:

Old Testament

• English translations based on a Hebrew manuscript from 1000 A.D.

New Testament

• Modern English translations based on a “critical edition” of the Greek text – scholars 
determine which manuscripts and fragments might fit the original text the best.

New Testament: 27 Books

Gospels

Matthew 50-70

Mark 50-60

Luke 60-80

John 70-90

Acts Acts 63-70

Paul’s Letters Romans 57

1 Corinthians 55

2 Corinthians 55

Galatians 50

Ephesians 60

Philippians 61

Colossians 60

1 Thessalonians 51

2 Thessalonians 52

Pastoral 
Letters

1 Timothy 65

2 Timothy 68

Titus 65

Philemon 60

Hebrews 70

General Letters James 50

1 Peter 62

2 Peter 66

1 John 90
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2 John 90

3 John 90

Jude 70

Apocalyptic Revelation 95

New Testament: Gospels (“Good news”)

• Matthew, Mark, and Luke are known as the “Synoptic Gospels”
◦ Synoptic means, “seeing together” or “synopsis”.
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“Triple Tradition”

• Stories shared between Matthew, Mark, and Luke.
• John the Baptist, Jesus’ baptism, calming the storm, feeding the 5000, transfiguration, 

Last Supper.
• The stories shared between these Gospels tend to be arranged in the same order.

Healing of the Leper

Matthew 8:2-3 Mark 1:40-42 Luke 5:12-13

When Jesus came down 
from the mountainside, large 
crowds followed him. A man 
with leprosy came and knelt 
before him and said, 

“Lord, if you are willing, 
you can make me clean.”

Jesus reached out his hand 
and touched the man. 

“I am willing,” he said. “Be 
clean!” 

Immediately he was 
cleansed of his leprosy. 

Then Jesus said to him, 
“See that you don’t tell 
anyone. But go, show yourself
to the priest and offer the gift 
Moses commanded, as a 
testimony to them.”

A man with leprosy came 
to him and begged him on his 
knees, 

“If you are willing, you can
make me clean.”

Jesus was indignant. He 
reached out his hand and 
touched the man. 

“I am willing,” he said. “Be
clean!” 

Immediately the leprosy 
left him and he was cleansed.

Jesus sent him away at 
once with a strong warning: 
“See that you don’t tell this to 
anyone. But go, show yourself
to the priest and offer the 
sacrifices that Moses 
commanded for your 
cleansing, as a testimony to 
them.” 

Instead he went out and 
began to talk freely, spreading
the news. As a result, Jesus 
could no longer enter a town 
openly but stayed outside in 
lonely places. Yet the people 
still came to him from 
everywhere.

While Jesus was in one of 
the towns, a man came along 
who was covered with 
leprosy. When he saw Jesus, 
he fell with his face to the 
ground and begged him,

“Lord, if you are willing, 
you can make me clean.”

Jesus reached out his hand
and touched the man. 

“I am willing,” he said. “Be 
clean!” 

And immediately the 
leprosy left him.

Then Jesus ordered him, 
“Don’t tell anyone, but go, 
show yourself to the priest 
and offer the sacrifices that 
Moses commanded for your 
cleansing, as a testimony to 
them.”

Yet the news about him 
spread all the more, so that 
crowds of people came to 
hear him and to be healed of 
their sicknesses. But Jesus 
often withdrew to lonely 
places and prayed.
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“Double Tradition”

• Stories shared between Matthew and Luke only.
• Temptation of Jesus, Sermon on the Mount, Centurion’s servant, parables of the 

leaven, lost sheep, great banquet, talents, faithful servant.
• Unlike triple tradition, double tradition material is not used in the same order.

Parable of the Lost Sheep

Matthew 18:12-14 Luke 15:4-7

“What do you think? If a man owns a 
hundred sheep, and one of them 
wanders away, will he not leave the 
ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for
the one that wandered off? 

And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is
happier about that one sheep than 
about the ninety-nine that did not 
wander off. In the same way your Father 
in heaven is not willing that any of these 
little ones should perish.”

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all 
gathering around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose 
one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of 
them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open 
country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?

And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his 
shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends 
and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; 
I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the 
same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who do not need to repent.”
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“Q Source”

• A hypothetical collection of Jesus’ sayings in narrative form.
• It would account for the similar material found in Matthew and Luke.
• Q source text:

◦ Beatitudes, Golden Rule, Parable of the Wise and Foolish Builders, Parable of the 
Lost Sheep, Lord’s Prayer.

• Evidence supporting the Q source’s existence:
◦ Exact wording – at times 20 to 30 Greek words in a sentence will be identical 

between Matthew and Luke.
◦ Order of narrative is similar
◦ Luke says he knows of other written sources

• Evidence against the Q source's existence:
◦ “Minor agreements”

▪ When Matthew, Mark, and Luke share a similar passage, in some instances 
Matthew and Luke will go out of their way to change Mark’s wording or agree 
with an addition. This could support a hypothesis that Luke and Matthew knew 
of each other’s work as well as Mark’s.

◦ If the Q source ever existed how did such an original document of Jesus’ sayings 
disappear?
▪ Sayings documents do exist – Gospel of the Hebrews and Gospel of Thomas.

Next Classes: 

Tuesday, January 22 
“Books of the Apocrypha”

Tuesday, January 29:

Tuesday, February 5
“Mary’s Parents / Seasons of the Church”
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