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NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6905 W. Bluemound Rd.
Wauwatosa, WI
www.nativitylutheran.us
Nativity Phone: 414-476-1853
Nativity Phone (basement): 414-257-9980

PRESIDENT: JAMES RIBNEK, llI
VICE PRESIDENT: MAUREEN JONES
SECRETARY: NicoLe DEBAck
TREASURER: JiLL MICKELSON

. An inviting and nurturing community
) Maundv Thursdav, Aprll 13 dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and serving Christ
First Lutheran - 10:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Nativity Lutheran - 12:00 noon

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Good Friday, April 14 7400 W. Lapham St.
First Lutheran - 10:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. West Allis, WI
Nativity Lutheran - 1:00 p.m. www.firstlutheranelca.org

E-mail: firstlutheranelca@att.net
. Phone: 414-476-4664

Easter Sunday, Aprill6
First Lutheran - 9:00 a.m. PRESIDENT: DAVID GRULKE

.. VICE PRESIDENT: WERNER BAYER
Nativity Lutheran - 11:00 a.m. SECRETARY: ODEMARIS (MARI) DIXON

TREASURER: Joy DowD

Christian Education: Jamie Schoberg
Endowment: Earl Casto
Evangelism: Joy Dowd
Finance: Werner Bayer

Memorial Fund: Marie LePage
Scholarship: John Bennethum
Social Ministry: Earl Casto
Stewardship: Werner Bayer
Worship & Music: John Bennethum

Reaching out in our community
to share the Word of God




Dear sisters and brothers,

You are created by God. You are called by Jesus. You are equipped by the Holy Spirit. These
cannot be underscored enough. As a child of God you have the very Spirit of God living within you
as you move throughout the world.

As we journey through Lent and move into the brightness of Easter morning we celebrate in
the amazing gifts of grace, and forgiveness, and love we have received from God. For they truly are
extravagant and undeserved gifts.

Which brings us to one of Jesus” more familiar parables: The Prodigal Son. But what does the
word ‘prodigal’ even mean? It’s not a common word in our daily vernacular and within the parable
it’s not parsed out for us.

A few synonyms for ‘prodigal’ are: wasteful, excessive, lavish, generous, recklessly extravagant.
We naturally assume these adjectives describe the son — a person who took what wasn’t his and
completely spent every penny on worthless things until there was nothing left. The son spent his
father’s money in a recklessly extravagant way.

But what if this parable also shows us how recklessly extravagant God is? Chapter 15 of Luke’s
Gospel has three parables: The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin, The Prodigal Son. Each one describes a
situation where logic and reason are thwarted and upended by unreasonable and recklessly ex-
travagant love.

99 sheep are left behind in search of 1. After a coin is found a celebration is thrown that proba-
bly cost more than the coin was even worth. And a father welcomes home two sons who don’t de-
serve or know why they’re being welcomed.

This idea of being recklessly extravagant brings us back to our initial idea: You are created by
God. You are called by Jesus. You are equipped by the Holy Spirit. And God will seek you out, will
wait, will forgive and love you to the point of it being uneconomical, wasteful, lavish, excessive,
and recklessly extravagant.

God is concerned about you. And God will act in ways that seem very prodigal in order to show
God’s love for you. Because you are created by God. Called by Jesus. Equipped by the Holy Spirit.

As we journey to the cross and look to the joy of the resurrection we find our calling and the
reason why we are equipped: To be recklessly extravagant in showing God’s love, grace, and for-
giveness to the world.

For when we recognize that we are created, called, and equipped by God then we have the
true freedom to move out into the world to share those same gifts of love, grace, and forgiveness
with reckless abandon.

Peace,
Pastor Bryant




TUESDAY MORNING
BiBLE CLASS

During April we will study the Book of RO-
MANS. No Class on April 18 (Easter) or May
30 (Memorial Day). During the summer we
will have our Guest Speakers on the 3™
Tuesday as usual. Arnie Garber, an Ortho-
dox Jew, will be with us on June 20; Gus
Barnes will share with us on July 18 and
Dennis Wolfgang will be our Guest on Au-
gust 15. During the summer we will study
D. James Kennedy’s book “The Real Mean-
ing of the Zodiac” in which he presents the
original Christian meaning of the Signs of
the Zodiac. All are welcome to join us for
study in the Fireside Room from 10:00-
11:00am on Tuesdays, and for lunch at a
nearby restaurant afterward. John Ben-
nethum is our Teacher.

Please keep in your prayers the families of
Marlin J. Bradway, Jr., who died on Jan. 18,
and Laverne Guthrie, who died on March 2.
May the hope of the resurrection give them
peace.

HEALING SERVICES
APRIL 22-23

We will be having a Service of Healing at
both churches on the weekend of April 22-
23. The service is an opportunity for all
who seek God’s healing in any aspect of
their life to join in prayer for others and
themselves. Any person may come forward
to receive a word of blessing, prayer and
anointing with oil, signs given to all of us in
our Baptism.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our Spring Sunday School theme is “Toy Box”.
Each week the children will learn a lesson from
the Bible using various toys that are familiar to
them such as Hot Wheels and musical instru-
ments. Some of our lessons include skits and
crafts. Every Sunday the children gather up
front to hear Pastor Bakkum’s children’s ser-
mon and receive a blessing. Sunday School is
offered every Sunday except Easter Sunday.
Anyone interested in assisting with Sunday
School please contact the Church Office. The
last day of Sunday School will be May 21st.

Save the Datell

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

We’re excited about First Lutheran’s Vacation
Bible School is coming in June! VBS will again
be held in the evening. Children attending will
be served dinner before activities begin. If
you're interested in having your children at-
tend, or if you would like to volunteer to help
or donate food for the dinners, contact the
church office. Dates and more information
will be posted on our website. Hope to see
you there!




Feeding Our Neighbors

LET’s BE
MAJOR LEAGUE
2017!

Our annual fundraising campaign for
our food pantry is winding down. This
year’s theme is “Home Runs for Hun-
ger!” So far this year, we’ve received
$1,813.36 to help the food pantry.
Some of the grants we’ve received in
the past are not being awarded this
year, so we really need your help. For
each $10 or 10 Ibs of food donated
between January 15" and Easter, we
will post a blue or yellow “Home Run”
star in the narthex! For large single
donations of $100 or more, we’ll post
a large “Grand Slam” Star! Let’s
knock it out of the park for

for hunger!

A Prayer For Our Food Pantry

Good and gracious God,
we give you thanks

for the community of which we are a part,

the work that we are able to do,

and the love that we are able to show.

Help us to be humble
and know that we are in need
of your mercy and forgiveness
every day of our life.
Amen

Social Ministry

WANTED: FRIENDLY FACES!

The food pantry is in need of some-
one to help serve lunch and clean
up from 11:15 to 12:30 on Fridays.
This is perfect if your schedule
does not allow you to start earlier.
Please consider helping, even if
you cannot commit to every Friday.

PosT OFFICE

FooD DRIVE

Sat, May 13

First Lutheran will again be partnering
with the food pantry at All Saints Church
in Oak Creek for the Post Office food
drive. We need people to spend the af-
ternoon at All Saints receiving and sorting
food (this does not involve heavy lifting)
and people to unload the food and stock
it at First, beginning in the late afternoon
until about 6pm. Please see the sign up
sheet on the welcome desk in the nar-
thex. We usually receive a substantial
amount of food, which helps support our
pantry into the summer, but we can’t do
it without helpers.




First Lutheran Evangelism

Mother’s Day at First Lutherav

We'lll ber honoring mothers and other cawe-
takers withv special prayers during services
Mother’s Day weekend;, May 13th & 14th. Be
sure to- bring your mother, or someone who- way
likes v mother to- yow, withv yow to- chuurch that
weekend. Ay o special treat, stop downstaivs at
owr spring Poawv-cake Supper ow Saturday eve-

ning before or after the service.

EASTER MIORNING WORSHIP

Bring your family to worship on
Easter Morning at 9:00 a.m., and
then stay for coffee and bakery
after the service. Take some time
to wish fellow members and visi-
tors a very blessed Easter.

COMING
SOON!

We are

beginning to collect donations
of bottled water and canned
soda, which we will sell at
“family friendly” prices at our
block party in July to help us
meet expenses. Drop your
donations off in the office.

MEMORIAL DAY

We'll be honoring our veterans, especially
those who made the ultimate sacrifice, with
special prayers at the services on Memorial
Day week-end, May 27 and 28th. Join us for
Coffee and fellowship after the Sunday ser-
vice at First Lutheran.

THE U IN JESUS

Before U were thought of or time had begun
God stuck a U in the name of His Son.

And each time U pray, you'll see it’s true,
You can’t spell out JesUs and not include U.

You are a big part of His wonderful name,
For U, He was born, that’s why he came.

And his great love for you is the reason He died.
It even takes U to spell crUcified.

Isn’t it thrilling and splendidly grand
He rose from the dead with U in his plan?

The stones split away , and the gold trUmpet blew,
and this word resurrection is spelled with a U.

When JesUs left earth, at his upward ascension,
He felt there was one thing He just had to mention.

Go into the world and tell them it’s true
That | love them all — Just like | love U.

So many great people are spelled with a U,
Don’t they have the right to know JesUs, too?




Baby Showers were taking place at both churches in
February and March. There was no shortage of food at
either one! We're all looking forward to Baby Bakkum!




Meet Our Members...... and Our Council

MEET YOUR NEW
CouNciL MEMBERS

First Lutheran’s new church council was
elected at the February Annual Meeting.

New council members are Lori Marquez and
Werner Bayer.

Elected officers are President Dave Grulke,
Vice President Werner Bayer, Secretary Mari
Dixon and Treasurer Joy Dowd. At large
council members are Earl Casto, Joyce Favre,
Natalie Jaeger, Lori Marquez, Carrie Muffler,
Jamie Schoberg, Carla Ullerich and Damon
Wegener. Linda Kaehler retired from council
this year. We appreciate her work over the
past three years.

Elsie Boese is a longtime member of
First Lutheran. She affirmed her faith
with this congregation and married her
husband, Harvey, here as well. Elsie
was active within her church and com-
munity, including volunteering at
Mitchell Manor. She is extremely proud
of her adventures overseas with her
brother, his wife and other friends. As
a congregation we are grateful for hav-
ing Elsie as a sister in Christ!

CouNcIL INFO...

If you want to keep up with the actions of the
First Lutheran church council and committee,
you can find minutes and reports posted on the
bulletin board outside the church office.

Meet Another
New Member
Next Issuel

On Jan. 14, Sharan Kruschka became a member of First Lutheran. Sharan has been working with our
quilters for the last 7 years, ever since she walked by one day and decided to check us out. She’s a native
of Milwaukee, and has one son in Waukesha. We’re happy to have her as part of our community!




Nativity News

NATIVITY LUTHERAN
SPAGHETTI DINNER
& BINGO

Saturday, April 1st

Enjoy dinner, free bingo,
drawings and a bake sale!

Dinner served at 5:00 p.m.
Family style bingo to follow

Reserve Tickets by April 13th
Adults - $8.50
Children (age 3-12) - $4.00

Contact Lillian Ribnek or call the church
office by April 13th to reserve tickets

Rummaee & Plant
Sale! May 1920

Come to Nativity for their
annual sale from 8a-4p.
You never know what bargains
you might find! Plants for your
garden and bakery, tool

GOoOD SAMARITAN OUTREACH CENTER

Good Samaritan Outreach Center, 5924 W. Burnham, West Allis, is a food pantry
providing food and clothing to those in need. Good Samaritan serves low-income
families, the disabled, unemployed, W-2 enrollees, welfare recipients and those with
special needs. Please continue to bring donations of food for Good Samaritan Out-
reach Center. They are also requesting donations of Bibles. There is a box in the

narthex at Nativity for your donations.




Local Opportunities

LaFollette Park
Pancake Breakfast
& Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 15
9418 W. Washington St.
Breakfast: 8-10:30 a.m.
Egg Hunt: 11:00 a.m.

Breakfast of pancakes and sausage will be served in
the upper level of the pavilion. Cost of the breakfast
is $5 for adults, $3 for children. The Easter Egg Hunt
is free to all participants - infants to children 11 years
of age are welcome. Arrive early to make sure you're
ready when the hunt begins!

It’s Tax Time!
Certified AARP volunteers will provide

free tax assistance for Federal, State of
Wisconsin and Homestead returns at the

following locations:

Wednesdays through April 12, 10am - 4pm
Manor Park Senior Center

85 36 W. Oklahoma Ave.

541-2963 (appointment suggested)
Fridays through April 14, 9:30am - 3:30pm
West Allis Senior Center

7001 W. National Ave.
541-2963 (walk in to schedule appointment)

Laugh & Learn
withv
Luther Manor

April 18 - Busting the Myths of Hospice Care
5:30 pm in the Linden Room. Join hospice
professionals for some much needed truth
regarding the myths surrounding hospice care.

April 24 - Martin Luther & The Reformation
6:30 pm in the Faith & Education Center. An
educational presentation about the reforma-

tion and the life of Martin Luther. Presented by
Dr. John Mackett.

May 18 - Health & Wellness Fair
10am - Noon in the Faith & Education Center.
Multiple vendors will be on hand to offer tips,
resources and services for health, wellness &
abundant senior living.

All events are free - call 847-5091 to register.
4545 N. 92nd St., Wauwatosa

CLEMENT MANOR
Center for Enrichment
9405 W. Howard Ave., Greenfield

Lifelong Learning Book Club - 1st Tue. at 12pm
April 4 - Necessary Lies by Diane Chamberlain
May 2 - The Nature of the Beast by Louise Penny

Tuesday’s Bridge Group - Every Tuesday at 9:00 a.m.

Keynote Speaker - 1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
April 20 - “Slovenia: A Country on the ‘Sunny Side of the
Alps’”. Dolores Ivanchich & Helen Mejac Frohna, UWM
Slovenian Arts Council, will present music and videos of
Slovenia - one of the greenest countries in the world
May 8 - “Infamous Women Warriors in History, Presented
by Dawn Scher Thomae, MPM Curator of Anthropology
Collections. Discover some of the many women who took

up arms to defend their country, land, freedom & beliefs.

Call 546-7302 for registration or information.

On the Lighter Side
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This ‘n That Around Here

FIRST LUTHERAN FINANCES 2017
MONTH INCOME EXPENSES DIFFERENCE
January $ 12,573.00 | $ 13,176.08 - 608.01
February $ 13,356.74 [ $ 11,055.30 2,301.44
YeartoDate | $ 25,929.81 | $ 24,231.38 -1,698.43

*Note: February income includes $5,000 transferred from savings.

First Lutheran Budget to Date | Received to Date Difference

General Fund $ 19,568.38 $15,731.67 -3,836.71

Benevolence 1,575.00 1,417.00 -158.00
BIBLE QUIZ..

WHAT IS E.L.L.F.?

(Exercise, Listening, Learning and Fel-
lowship) - also known as Senior Exer-
cise, meets on Thursdays at Nativity
Lutheran at 9:15 am. This is a great
way for seniors to stay in shape and
help keep mobile. Most exercises are
done sitting in chairs, or standing with
chairs used for balance. They've also
incorporated the use of various sized
balls and stretch bands, weights and
sticks. Led by Don Brauch, the classes
also use DVD's to get different rou-
tines. Following class there are always
coffee and freats to enjoy. It's never
too late to start taking care of your-
self!

HOMEBOUND?

ON VACATION?
If you've been away, or are homebound

Acts 17 describes Paul speaking
about God to the people of
Athens in front of — incredibly!

— a site that still exists. What is that site?

A. The Panathenaic Stadium

B. The Areopagus

C. The Acropolis and the Parthenon
D. The Temple of Hephaestus

Answer: (See Acts 17:22.)

Congratulations to
Milena Valasek, Linda
Kaehler's granddaughter,
who placed 7th in State
gymnastics on the vault.
Well done, Milenial

Need pastoral care?

and unable to get to church, read Pastor
Bryant’s wonderful sermons by clicking on
the Sermon button on First Lutheran’s web-
site at www.firstlutheranelca.org.

Please remember to notify the pastor or church
office if you are ill or hospitalized so that we can
offer prayer and support directly to you. If you
have a pastoral emergency (hospitalization,
death in the family, etc.,) you can reach Pastor
Bryant by calling him at (414)856-7672.



http://www.firstlutheranelca.org/

This ‘n That Around Here

First Lutheran

Birthdays
4/3  Patricia Temke N.atlwty Lutheran
4/4  Natalie Jaeger Birthdays
419 Janell Cyrus 4/3 Beverly Neusen

4/9 Skylar Fox

4/10  Kenedy Siskoy
4/11  Jaden Mikolajczak
4/13  Marie Casto

4/5 Susan Nekich
4/5 Robert Nell
4/6 Jill Mickelson
4/10  Arin Leiser

4/13  Sandy Wymelenberg Wedding Anniversaries! 4115  Cheryl Brautigam
4/14 LOU'S. Cyrus . 4/16  Aaron Schmanski
4/18  Jennifer Herbert First Lutheran 4/17  Gabriela Martinez
4/20  John Bennethum 4/10  Werner & Jackie Bayer 60yrs. |4/19  Michael Nekich
4/22  LaVerne Williams 5/2 Mike & Greta Plicka 30yrs. |4/23  Austin Leiser

4/24  Cassandra Hopkins 5/4 Dale & Sharon Phillippo 54yrs. |4/23  Mireya Martinez
4/24  Kenneth Masch 5/27  Terry & Joyce Favre 39yrs. |4/23  Jenniver Schmanski

4/29  John Dixon llI 4/24  Lillian Ribnek

4/29  Colleen Siarnicki Nativity Lutheran 520  Jack Schmanski
51 Judy Keene 4/2 Don & Joan Brauch 35yrs. |5/30 Donald Brauch
512 Garrett Labadie 4/4 Peter & Maureen Jones 58yrs. |5/30  Nancy Jene

53 Jaqueline Bayer 4/15  Richard & Cynthia Barbian 17 yrs.

5/4 Daniel Sopa 5/7 James & Audrey Fierst 62 yrs.

5/12  Megan Plicka 5/20  Gary & Cheryl Brautigam 50 yrs.

5/14  Jill Bayer 5/25  Nancy & Bernie Jene 54 yrs.

5/14  Lori Marquez 5/30  Charles & Nancy Puerzer 30 yrs.

5/15  Amy Guthrie

5/16 Jennifer Caras

5/20 Jan Salek-Anderson
5122 Bill Hansen

5/25  Stephen Andrade
5/25  Robert Long

5/26  Jamie Schoberg
5/27 Robert Gardner
5/30 Patricia Zuback
5/31  Jennette Sigler

Be kind to- rude people.
They need o mentor.

PRAYER CAN HELP...

If serious illness or other life factors affect you or those you love, contact the church office and we will send
your request through our prayer chain. We have people who will pray for your need. If you are interested in joining
a prayer chain, contact the church office.

As a community we pray for those with immediate needs of healing and strength:
Harold Buth, Tom Hackl, Mary Kay Matthiesen and Carla Syut

For our homebound members & those with ongoing concerns:

From Nativity: Laverne Breed, Don Brauch, Patricia Frailey, Carol Garza, Ruby Horst, Dorothea Isermann, Louise Kohn,
Lorraine Kuchma, James Larson, Harriet Miller, Helen Peterson, Jeanne Vermeulen

From First: Pastor Tim Benninghoff, Elsie Boese, Marlin Bradway, Sr., Beverly Brunn, Marie Casto, Steve Clark, Terry
Favre, Tom Hackl, John Isaacson, Earl Junck, Alfred Korth, Lavone Reis, Myra Shields, Steve and Sue Schilcher, Dennis
Schoberg Sr., Chrystel Schumann, Joyce Staub, Lois Taylor, Barbara Troller and Pat Zuback

For all those serving in the armed forces:
Sean Brown, Robert Chrzanowski, Jason Dowhie, Andrew Dowd, David MacDonald, Sam Rogers, Robert Simmer and
Zach Tennison
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First and Nativity

Lutheran Churches (ELCA)
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis
(414)476-4664

Rev. Bryant Bakkum, Pastor
Dennis Jon Wolfgang, Dir. of Music/Organist
Jamie Schoberg, Sunday School Superintendent
Barb Reed, Secretary
Natalie Jaeger, Custodian, First Lutheran

Worship With Us:
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. First Lutheran
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. at First Lutheran
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. at Nativity Lutheran

Sunday School is at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays
at First Lutheran

If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact the church office.




