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First and Nativity  
Lutheran Churches (ELCA) 

Richard Peterson, Pastor 
(414)324-8296 

Henry Hammerling, Pastor Emeritus at First  
Dennis Jon Wolfgang, Dir. of Music/Organist 

Shirley Cogan, Mission Interpreter 
Barb Reed, Secretary 

Natalie Jaeger, Custodian, First Lutheran 
 

Office Hours:  Monday thru Friday 9am to 12pm 
Office located at 7400 W. Lapham, West Allis 

 

First and Nativity  
Lutheran Churches 
News and Views 

 

Important Dates to Remember: 
 

 

 

11/1-2   All Saints Weekend 

11/1-2   Stewardship Weekend 

11/2      Stewardship Dinner at First 

11/7-8  Nativity Rummage Sale 

11/26   Thanksgiving Worship 

 

All Saints  
and 
Stewardship  
Sunday 
 

Combined Worship  
at First Lutheran on Sunday, 
November 2nd at 10:00 a.m. 

(no 5:30 pm service on Nov. 1st,  
or 11:00 am service on Nov. 2nd) 

 

We will celebrate the lives of those who 
have died and those who have been 

baptized during the past year from both 
Nativity and First Lutheran Churches.  

We will also receive and bless our 
pledges, and join together for a meal in 

the Fellowship Hall following the  
service.  We hope you can join us. 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
7400 W. Lapham St. 

West Allis, WI   
www.firstlutheranelca.org 

E-mail:  firstlutheranelca@att.net 
 Phone: 414-476-4664     

 
PRESIDENT:  DAVID WEGENER 

VICE PRESIDENT:  NATALIE JAEGER 
SECRETARY:  JAQUELIN BAYER 
TREASURER:  WERNER BAYER 

 

Christian Education:  Vacant Position 
Evangelism:  Joy Dowd 
Finance:  Werner Bayer 

Memorial Fund:  Marie LePage 
Mission Interpreter:  Shirley Cogan 

Social Ministry:  Earl Casto 

Dear Friends in Christ; 

 

I am sure that most of you have heard by now that Lois and I are leaving the ministry of First 

and Nativity Churches.  I am retiring from this ministry to move back into Latino ministry.  As 

you may know, we have been involved in ministry to Spanish speaking Latino people for many 

years.  So, after a time of sabbatical, we plan to reconnect.  We don’t know where or how just 

yet, but there are many opportunities in the church. I am planning to retire as of January 1, 

2014. By then there will either be an interim Pastor assigned or a new Pastor will be called. 

 

It will be sad to say “Good bye” to all of you.  We have made good friends here and have had 

good ministry among you.  Be assured that we love you all and will continue to pray for you 

and the ministry of  First and Nativity Churches.  Also be assured that Bishop Barrow of the 

Greater Milwaukee Synod will be active in helping to find a new Pastor for this ministry.  I 

have spoken with him and our respective church council presidents, Maureen Jones of Nativity 

and Dave Wegener of First have also spoken with him to facilitate the call of a new pastor.  

 

Finally, I remind you of Jesus’ words from the book of Luke when Jesus said to his followers, 

“Lift up your eyes and see that the harvest is plentiful.”  There is great need and many peo-

ple in Milwaukee, Wauwatosa and West Allis who want to know God.  You are placed here to 

help and call them to living faith in Christ.  What a wonder it is that the maker and sustainer of 

the whole universe has called you and me to proclaim Jesus Christ our Lord and to invite eve-

ryone to trust in Him.  This call never leaves us and God bless every word we say that honors 

Him.  

 

May God bless you all,   

                   Pastor Peterson 

NATIVITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6905 W. Bluemound Rd. 

Wauwatosa, WI   
Nativity Phone: 414-476-1853 

Nativity Phone (basement):  414-257-9980 
www.nativitylutheranchurchwauwatosa.org 

PRESIDENT:  MAUREEN JONES 
SECRETARY:   NICOLE DEBACK 
TREASURER:  JILL MICKELSON 

MISSION INTERPRETER:  Shirley Cogan 

 

Nativity:  an inviting and nurturing community  
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and serving Christ 
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Worship and Study  

Prayer Corner 

Worship Matters  
by John Bennethum 

November is Thank You month.  First, 
and foremost, we should be thanking 
all of our Veterans for their ser-
vice.  Tuesday, November 11th is offi-
cially Veterans Day.  Without them 
and their service we would not live in 
our wonderful free country!  Thanks 
to our Veterans!  Then too, Novem-
ber brings Thanksgiving when we 
pause to give Thanks to God for all 
the Blessings of Life. "Give thanks to 
the LORD, call on his name; make 
known among the nations what he 
has done." Psalm 105:1  See you in 
church at 7:00pm on Wednesday, 
November 26th.   

 

For Women   Only…. 
 
The Women’s Bible Study 
meets on Wednesdays  at 
4:30 p.m. in First Lutheran’s 
Fireside Room.  New mem-
bers  always welcome! 
 

 

Prayer can help...    
 

If serious illness or other life factors 
affect you or those you love, contact 
the church  office and we will send your 
request through our prayer chain. We 
have people who will pray for your 
need.  If you are interested in joining a 
prayer chain, contact Marie Le Page 
(First Lutheran), Laverne Breed 
(Nativity Lutheran) or the church office. 

TUESDAY BIBLE CLASS    

 

During November we will be fin-
ishing our study of the Book of 
Daniel which has proven to be 
very interesting.   During Novem-
ber and December we will study 
the Gospel of MARK which is the 
Gospel for year B which begins at 
Advent. All are welcome to join 
us on Tuesday mornings from 
10:00-11:00am in the Fireside 
Room at First Lutheran.    Bring 
your Bible and join us for a lively 
discussion.  Some of us go out for 
lunch at local restaurants and you 
are welcome to join us. John Ben-
nethum is our Teacher. 

God’s Blessings…. 

 

Bryce DeBack was confirmed on Sun-
day, October 26th , at Nativity.  His con-
firmation was celebrated with a cake in 
the Fellowship Hall following the ser-
vice.  Welcome to the family of Nativity 
Lutheran, Bryce! 

Join us on Wednesday, November 26th, 
for Thanksgiving worship at 7:00 p.m. at 
First Lutheran.   
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         Trick or Treat! 
 

If you have any leftover 
Halloween candy, please 
bring it to church and place 
it in the Operation Christ-
mas Stocking barrel  in the 
narthex at First Lutheran.  
We will use the candy to fill 
Christmas mugs for our 
Food Pantry Clients and 
add treats to the children’s 
Christmas Stocking. 

Thanks!   
 

To the Congregations 
of  Nativity and First  
Lutheran Churches: 

Thank you all so much for all 
the school supplies.  Your gen-
erosity enabled us to send 77 
kits.  Couldn't do anything 
without your support and 
kindness!  Again, thanks to 
every one of you.     
 

Special thanks to Lois 
Pegarsch, Jean  Leppien,   Bev 
Nuesen,   Mary Simmers and 
Shirley Zauner for helping to 
put  the kits together for ship-
ping.  God's Blessings to all!!!        

          

Maureen Jones 

 

Jerusalem,  
My Happy Home   

ELW 628 
 

 
November is really a month of endings; 
with the Feast of All Saints starting the 
month we remember all those who have 
gone before us, a theme that runs 
through the entire month.  Those of us 
living in the North see the end of our gar-
dens, green leaves and grasses and in the 
liturgical church year we see the end of 
the present church year.  Our Gospel 
Readings are from the great 25th chapter 
of Matthew, which starts, with the beau-
tiful comparison of the Kingdom being 
like the “Wise Virgins”.   The twenty fifth 
chapter ends with the beautiful admoni-
tion “you did it not to the least”.   
 

November allows us to face our own 
mortality and the mortality of those who 
have gone before with the hope of the 
resurrection.  The hymn “Jerusalem, My 
Happy Home”, places all of this into a 
wonderful poetic text. 
 

                           Dennis Wolfgang 

Jerusalem, my happy home,  
When shall I come to thee?  
When shall my sorrows have an end? 
Thy joys when shall I see? 
 

O happy harbor of the saints!  
O sweet and pleasant soil!  
In thee no sorrow may be found 
No grief, no care, no toil. 
 

Thy gardens and thy gallant walks  
Continually are green:  
There grow such sweet  
                   and pleasant flowers  
As nowhere else are seen. 
 

There trees for evermore bear fruit, 
And evermore do spring;  
There evermore the angels be, 
And evermore do sing. 
 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
God grant that I may see  
Thine endless joy, and of the same  
Partaker ever be! 

To Pastor from  
Library Square 

Happy Pastoral Care Week!  
Thank you for providing Lu-
theran services to the seniors 
at Library Square.  We appreci-
ate you taking the time out of 
your busy schedule to give to 
others. 

Pastor Peterson  and  Lois  visit  
Library Square  in  West  Allis on the                        
3rd Wednesday of the month to 
provide a communion service com-
plete with music for the residents 
there?  Why not join them?  You 
could visit, sing along, and bring a 
little joy with you! 

Check Out 
Nativity’s Fall 

Rummage Sale! 
 

Fri. & Sat. 
November 7-8 

8:00am-4:00pm 
 

Bake sale and  
bargains galore 

 

Shop til you drop! 
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As we recognize our many food pan-
try volunteers this month, we reflect 
on the pantry’s contribution to our 
community over the past 40 years! 
We’ve provided thousands  of bags of 
groceries to struggling families, sen-
iors trying to make ends meet and 
people who are unemployed or un-
deremployed. Last year we provided 
1,992 bags, and lunch to 75-100 peo-
ple a week.  When Pastor Felton 
asked Jackie Judkins to help organize 
the pantry back in the late 70’s, little 
did they know that it would grow into 
the ministry that it has become. Pas-
tor Peterson has taken it to new 
heights through his kindness, respect 
for and relationship building with the 
visitors seeking help and spiritual 
support. 
 

As we move forward, it is important 
to recognize the many individuals 
that make this ministry possible, from 
planning, to ordering, shopping, 
stocking, packing bags, requesting 
donations, picking up donations and 
thanking others, setting up, greeting 
visitors, cooking, serving, washing 
dishes, vacuuming and cleaning up. It 
“takes a village” to have the pantry 
open each Friday morning.  We are 
grateful for our many donors of food 
and finances within our congrega-
tions, other churches, schools and 
the West Allis community.  A special 
thank you to the 5 on 5 of the Ameri-
can Legion-Todd Post for cooking 
lunches for us. 
 

God’s Work. Our Hands! 

Shop for Your Family  & 
Support our Ministries 

 

First Lutheran is a member of 
the “Fun Funds” program at GFS 
Marketplace stores. When you 
shop, stop at the service desk, 
tell them you are from First Lu-
theran and enroll in the pro-
gram.  Show your card when 
you check out. We receive a re-
bate check for a percentage of 
your quarterly purchases. It is 
an easy way to support our mis-
sions! 

Veterans 

 

 
Veterans Day is Nov. 11th. Thank 
you for your sacrifice and service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will be taking Christmas cards 
to the VA again this year. Bring 
your extra cards to church and 
leave them in the box on the wel-
come desk. 
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Mark Your  
Calendar! 
 
November 2nd will be  Stewardship 
Sunday for both churches.  Worship 
will be at 10:00 a.m. at  First Lutheran, 
followed by a dinner in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

Operation Christmas Stocking 
October 26  - December 7, 2014 

 
         Operation   Christmas   Stocking  is 

                    First Lutheran’s annual holiday out- 
                      Reach program remembering those 
                      in need in our church, community 
and Synod.  We will provide stockings/tote bags 
to the following groups: 

 

     WA/WM School Age Parent Program 
     ELCA Synod Serenity Inn Program (men) 
     Food Pantry Families – Tote bags for Men, 
            Women and stocking for children ages  
            3 – 10 
     Adult Food Pantry clients – mugs filled with 
            beverage packets and candy. 

 

There are many ways in which you can help the 
men, women and children that we have 
adopted this Christmas: 
 

 Select a stocking from those displayed in 
the Narthex, and fill it with appropriate 
items for the identified age group.  The 
contents of the stocking are not to exceed 
$15 in value 

 Donate stocking stuffers to collection Bar-
rel in the Narthex starting October 26th 

 Donate loose change in the “World’s Larg-
est Mayo Jar” in the Narthex.   

 

We are in need of men, women and children’s 
gloves/mittens as well as socks, toothpaste and 
toothbrushes. Bath products, shaving cream 
and other hygiene items are greatly appreci-
ated. A more compressive list of ideas will be 
available in the Narthex. 

 

All Donations Must Be Returned  
by Sunday,  December 7th  

The story is told of a wise preacher who went to get a hair-
cut.  The barber, who also happened to be a parishioner, 
took the opportunity to tell the pastor all the reasons why 
he was not going to complete his stewardship pledge card. 
 

"I don't think we should have to promise to give money to 
God.  We should give what our heart tells us at the time.  I 
like to be able to just put in the collection whatever I have 
that week". 
 

The pastor listened carefully and after his haircut he 
handed the barber $1 for the $10 haircut. 
 

"Pastor," the barber protested, "I can't pay my rent, take 
care of my expenses and run my business successfully if eve-
ryone would do that". 
 

"Neither can God," the pastor replied. 
--------------------------------------------------- 

Pledge Sunday at First Lutheran and Nativity Churches will 
be Sunday, November 2, 2014.  Your annual pledge helps us 
look ahead at the financial support our congregation will 
receive during the coming year.  If at some time during the 
year you find that you will be unable to fulfill the commit-
ment, your pledge can be adjusted.  It is through the 
pledges and contributions of our members that we are able 
to carry on our work here at First Lutheran and Nativity. 
 

As you consider your pledge, we remind you that we offer 
Electronic Giving as a way to automate your offerings.  It is 
convenient for you and provides much needed consistency 
for the church. 
 

Stewardship is about love!  It integrates our faith and the 
way that we live our lives.  It is about the givers need to 
give as well as paying bills.  We give joyfully, graciously and 
sacrificially because we know that our resources are not 
ours to keep but are God's to share.  It is about living out 
God's call to love God and our neighbors. 
 

We will join together following the Sunday service for a 
meal of thanksgiving and celebration at First Lutheran. 

 

GOD'S WORK, OUR HANDS 
 Gratefully, 
  Lavone Reis - Stewardship Chairperson 
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God’s Work. 

Our Hands. 

Clockwise from L: 
 
Nativity’s Pet Bless-
ing crowd 
 
Gus Barnes w/cake 
from Nativity 
 
“God’s Work.  Our 
Hands.”  Steward-
ship at First 
 
Pastor blessing 
dogs at First 
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CLEMENT MANOR 
Center for Enrichment 

9405 W. Howard Ave., Greenfield 
 

Keynote Speaker - 1:30-3:00 p.m. 
       Nov. 20 - The History of  Milwaukee Public Televis- 
        Ion by Ellis Bromberg, General Manager at MPTV 
          $3 Members, $5 Guests 
 Lifelong Learning Book Club - 1st Tue. at 12pm 
       Nov. 4 - Monday Mornings by Sonjay Gupta     
       Dec. 2 - Prayers and Lies by Sherri Wood Emmons 
Club Loomineers - A No-Needle Knitting Group -  
      1st Wed. of month.  12pm. No charge. 
Bridge Group - Every Tues. - 9-11 am 
Call Clement Manor at 546-7302 for registration or 
more information 

                        LILAC BUS 
Open to all West Allis Area Seniors 
 

Call 302-8715 to make a reservation -First Come, First 
Served!  Cost is $3 per round trip.  You will be picked up 
at your home.  

 

Fri., Nov. 7 - Shopping at Milwaukee Market and  
Whole Foods.  Lunch at Milwaukee Market. 
Tues., Nov. 11 - Shopping and lunch at Mayfair 
Fri., Nov. 21 - Shopping at Fleet Farm, Target, Michael’s.  
Lunch at Cracker Barrel.  

REGENCY - NEW BERLIN 
13750 W. National Ave., New Berlin 

 

Fri., Nov. 7, 2pm - “In The Comfort of Shadows” World  
              War II Diaries 
Sat., Nov. 8, 9a-1p - Holiday Gift & Craft Fair 
Thurs., Nov. 19, 1:30pm - Senior Scam Stopper 
      Seminar - Presented by North Shore Bank 
Wed., Nov. 26, 3:00pm - “Meet Thomas Edison” 
             Peter Small brings Edison to life. 

GREATER MILWAUKEE 
SYNOD OPPORTUNITIES 

 

BODY & SOUL HEALING ARTS CENTER 
3617 N. 48TH ST. 

FIRST SATURDAY INDOOR MARKET 
November 1 - 10a-3p 

 

Celebrating local artisans and their products!  
Keeping money and talent in the community! 
Clothing, food, jewelry, photo products, 
leather, cheese, bakery, herbal products. 
 

··· 
 

LOVE IN ACTION 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

CARE TO MILITARY AND THEIR FAMILIES 
Luther Manor -- 4535 N. 92nd St. 

Saturday, November 15th, 8a 
 

Program and Bible Study by Pr. Pres Hoffman 
Cost:  $11 inc. breakfast; $3 registration only 

GIVE THANKS  
ALWAYS  

 

Full many a blessing wears the guise  
       of worry or of trouble;  
Far-seeing is the soul, and wise,  
       who knows the mask is double.  
But he who has the faith and strength  
       to thank his God for sorrow  
Has found a joy without alloy  
       to gladden every morrow.    

 

                                                —Ella Wheeler Wilcox 
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This ‘n That Around Here 

FIRST LUTHERAN FINANCES 2014 

MONTH INCOME EXPENSES DIFFERENCE 

September $  14,976.71 $  15,212.98    -236.27 

Year to Date $138,281.27 $142,498.12 -4,216.85 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN ATTENDANCE 

  2014 2013 Diff. % +/- 

September 375 439 -64 -15% 

Year to Date 3,337 3,532 -155 -4% 

Number of Svcs. 8 10 -2 -20% 

Year to Date Svcs. 87 87 0 0 

On the Lighter Side 

November 
Birthdays 
 

First Lutheran 
 

11/3 Romelle Wilson 
11/5 Debra Mariscal 
11/6 Makinon Herbert 
11/6 Kalie Marquez 
11/7 Katlynn Trader 
11/10 Richad Reinhard 
11/12 Jamila Fisher 
11/13 Kevin Siskoy 
11/14 Cindy Roesler 
11/18 Thomas Wilson 
11/19 Tyler Schultz 
11/21 Jace Spinks 
11/22 Jacqueline Grauberger 
11/23 Laura VanAlstine 
11/26 Elsie Boese 
11/26 Lois Peterson 
11/28 Kristin Rudy 
11/30  Angel Gonzales 
 

Nativity Lutheran 
 

11/3 Jean Leppien 
11/4 Morgan Czaplewski 
11/9 Helen Peterson 
11/20 Ruby Horst 
11/22 Marion Jurgens 
11/22 Marlene Smith 
11/23 Rebecca Reinert 
11/26 Lois Peterson 

BIBLE QUIZ…      

 

What was the source of Samson’s strength?  

 

A. His huge muscles  

B. The Spirit of God  

C. His uncut hair  

D. He inherited it from his father  

 

Answer: (See Judges 14:19.)  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
ENDS NOV 1ST 

 

Just a friendly reminder 
that you have to move 
your clocks BACK ONE 
HOUR before you go to 
bed on Saturday, Nov. 1st, 
as Daylight Savings Time 
ends that evening while 
you’re snoozing away! 

Catch Us on the Web…   
Check  out  our  website  at:  www. firstlutheranelca.org.  
You  can   find   Information on  our  activities,  view  an  
online  version  of  the First and    Nativity   newsletter, in 
color (and save postage) and see upcoming events. 

 

Nativity  
Lutheran 
No anniversaries this month 
 

First Lutheran 
11/13 Sandra & James Wymelenberg 43 yrs. 
11/19 Kenneth & Lona Masch  29 yrs. 
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If you no longer wish to continue receiving this newsletter, please contact  the church office. 

Dated Material 
Please deliver by 10/29/14  

Mailed on 10/27/14 

Worship With Us 

 

Saturday  

5:30 p.m. at  

First Lutheran 

 

Sunday 

9:00 a.m.  

at First Lutheran 

 

11:00 a.m. at  

Nativity Lutheran 
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