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Dear Fellow Workers in Christ:

October is the month when we remember the origins of the
Lutheran Reformation. Our name Lutheran goes back to
Martin Luther who, as a Roman Catholic priest, sensed
great change and revival of his soul through his study of
the Bible. He became concerned that all should know and
believe the Bible the Word of God. The reformation of the
church began with that concern and continued as our heri-
tage to this day. Martin Luther wrote the hymn, A Mighty
Fortress is our God, to celebrate the wondrous work of
God in the life of every believer. Below are some quotes
from Martin Luther that tell you something about the man.

About prayer: To be a Christian without prayer is no
more possible than to be alive without breathing.

About Faith: Faith is a living, daring confidence in
God's grace, so sure and certain that a man could
stake his life on it a thousand times.

About Family Life: Let the wife make the husband
glad to come home, and let him make her sorry to
see him leave.

About the reformation itself: | cannot and will not
recant anything, for to go against conscience is nei-
ther right nor safe. Here | stand, | can do no other, so
help me God. Amen.

Pastor Peterson

Jn Memorny Cf. ...

Joshua Barrett and Dorothy Bradway who 4 AW
both died on August 29th YV

Patrick Garrison who died on September 15th

Betty Olson who died on September 18th

Please keep their families in your prayers.

NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6905 W. Bluemound Rd.
Wauwatosa, WI
Nativity Phone: 414-476-1853
Nativity Phone (basement): 414-257-9980
www.nativitylutheranchurchwauwatosa.org
PRESIDENT: MAUREEN JONES
SECRETARY: NicoLE DEBAck
TREASURER: JiLL MICKELSON
MISSION INTERPRETER: Shirley Cogan

Nativity: an inviting and nurturing community
dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and serving Christ

EIN FESTE BURG!

“A Mighty Fortress,” the hymn written by
Protestant reformer Martin Luther in
1529, is powerful in English but even bet-
ter in its original German. Historian Mi-
chael Streich notes that Luther compares
God not only to a fortress but to a com-
pletely secure stronghold, or Feste Burg.

“A burg was a fortified town,” Streich says.
“When invaders approached, the sur-
rounding populace fled to the safety of the
walls” — sometimes to layers of walls
within walls. Luther’s hymn compares God
to the most powerful of all burgs, with
eternally unbreakable walls.

When we need a place of refuge, God of-
fers his Mighty Fortress, his Feste Burg.
Within this refuge, with our value based
on our relationship to God rather than on
earthly achievements, we’ll never be put
to shame. Inside this fortified town, the
God who desires an eternal relationship
with us delivers, rescues and saves us.

—Homiletics

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
7400 W. Lapham St.

West Allis, WI
www.firstlutheranelca.org
E-mail: firstlutheranelca@att.net
Phone: 414-476-4664

PRESIDENT: DAVID WEGENER
VICE PRESIDENT: NATALIE JAEGER
SECRETARY: JAQUELIN BAYER
TREASURER: WERNER BAYER

Christian Education: Vacant Position
Evangelism: Joy Dowd
Finance: Werner Bayer

Memorial Fund: Marie LePage
Mission Interpreter: Shirley Cogan
Social Ministry: Earl Casto
Stewardship: Lavone Reis
Worship & Music: John Bennethum

Reaching out in our community
to share the Word of God
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http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth403720.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth403720.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth403720.html

Worship Matters
by John Bennethum

October brings the cooler temperatures
which trigger the stopping of the pro-
duction of green chlorophyll in the tree
leaves and the appearance from under-
neath of the beautiful reds, gold, purples
and browns of autumn. Change is ap-
parent! One of my friends, John Kegel,
is in the 18th day of having received a
heart transplant at St Luke’s Hospital.
What an amazing transformation. His
color is much better. Chest pain is
gone. He has new energy. Each day
brings new life. So it is in the church.
Fall bring renewal of our spirits. Activi-
ties are resumed. During October we
celebrate Reformation and Confirma-
tion. "Trust in the LORD with all your
heart and lean not on your own under-
standing; in all you ways acknowledge
him, and he will make your paths
straight." Proverbs 3:5 "l will give you a
new heart and put a new spirit in you; |
will remove from you your heart of
stone and give you a heart of flesh." Eze-
kiel (the Prophet) 36:26 I'll be looking
forward to seeing the "new you" at
church.
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For Women Only....

The Women’s Bible Study
meets on Wednesdays at
4:30 p.m. in First Lutheran’s
Fireside Room. New mem-
bers always welcome!

Prayer can help...

If serious illness or other life factors affect
you or those you love, contact the church
office and we will send your request through
our prayer chain. We have people who will
pray for your need. If you are interested in

TUESDAY BIBLE CLASS

During October, the Tuesday
morning Bible Class will continue
our study of the Book of DANIEL.
We average one to two Chapters
each week, so join us for a good
study. Some of the class mem-
bers go out to local restaurants
for lunch after class. All are wel-
come! Bring your Bible and join
us at 10:00am each Tuesday in
the Fireside Room at First Lu-
theran. John Bennethum is our
Teacher.

Tom Hackl spoke to the Tuesday
morning Bible Study about his jour-
ney leading to and including his
stem cell transplant.

Welcome To Our Family!

joining a prayer chain, contact Marie Le Page
(First Lutheran), Laverne Breed (Nativity Lu-
theran) or the church office.

First Lutheran welcomes Anthony
L. Dane, who was baptized on
September 14th, and Peyton Lee
Hurst, who was baptized on Sep-
tember 20th.



Gus Barnes has
started his third year
at Wartburg Seminary
in Dubuque, IA. After receiving his
request the Scholarship Committee
agreed to give him another $1000 to
assist him. We also provided a $1000
check to Megan Plicka to help her fin-
ish her Master's Degree at Concordia

How DOES YOUR GARDEN GRow?
Bring in your extra zucchini, tomatoes, etc. so we can
share them with our food pantry visitors. Contact the of-
fice at (414) 476-4664 to arrange a time to bring them in.

University Wiscosnin where she will
graduate on December 14th, 2014.
$100 was given to our Organist, Den-
nis Wolfgang, to help with the ex-
penses of attending the American
Guild of Organists Convention this past
summer. Lastly we paid the $25 regis-
tration fee for the annual Choral
Workshop in August. Request letters
and/or Donations to our Scholarship
Fund are welcome at any time. Dea-
con John, Chairman

God’s Work.
Our Hands.

If you thought you saw Aunt Jenny's
sheets, Grandma's tablecloth, and
your sewing project leftovers draped
over the church pews recently-you
weren't hallucinating! The Sew and
Sew Quilters at First Lutheran were
just showing off the quilts they made
with your fabric, filler and yarn dona-
tions. Eighteen quilters, including 3
fellow quilters from Nativity and 2 offi-
cial counters and bell ringers shared
fellowship, food and fun at the Sept.
20th Quilting Bee. Thank you ALL. Be-
cause of you 45 handmade quilts are
packed and ready for Lutheran World
Relief worldwide distribution where a
quilt provides warmth, privacy, protec-
tion from the sun, or serves as a sling
carrier. God's work--your hands.
Jackie Bayer

Friends of Nativity and
First Lutheran.....

| want to thank you for all
the get well wishes, cards
and calls during my recent
surgery. All were appreci-
ated. God bless you all.
Love, Laverne Breed

Trick or Treat!

If you have any leftover
Halloween candy, please
bring it to church and place
it in the Operation Christ-
mas Stocking barrel in the
narthex at First Lutheran.

f Thrivent Financial for Lutherans*
Let’s thrive:

Do you have a Thrivent Insurance Policy?
Do you have a Thrivent Annuity?

If you are a Thrivent Financial member with Choice Dollars
to direct, you can help our church continue its ministry
here and reach out to the greater community. Simply di-
rect Choice Dollars to First Lutheran. We plan to use these
grant funds to provide supplies to our quilters and food to
our food pantry. You can make your direction online at
Thrivent.com or call Thrivent at 800-847-4836 and say
“Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. The Thrivent Choice
charitable program lets eligible Thrivent members recom-
mend where some of Thrivent’s charitable dollars are dis-
tributed. To see if you are eligible to participate or if you
have questions, call Thrivent toll free at 800-847-4836.
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Catch Us on the Web...

Check out our website at www.
firstlutheranelca.org. You can find
information on our activities, view
an online version of the First and
Nativity newsletter, in color (saves
postage costs) and see upcoming
events.

“Words which do not
give the light of Christ
increase the darkness.’

b

—Mother Teresa

Join us for a “Blessing of the Ani-
mals” celebration on Saturday, Oct
4th, at 10 a.m. on the front lawn at
First Lutheran and at noon at on the
lawn at Nativity Lutheran. Pets must
be on a leash or in a carrier. Depend-
ing on the number attending, we will

try to provide an individual blessing for each pet. Some
animals may be difficult to transport. If you are not
able to bring your pet, bring a photograph of your pet
or contact the church office with the name of your pet.
Your pet will then be named in a special blessing.

1 OF . \
Stewardship

Stewardship is a way of life! It integrates our faith
and the way that we live our lives. It is a mindset, a
culture and a discipline that can never be contained
in an annual three week financial response. It is the
way in which we use all of the resources that God
has entrusted to our care so that we can love God
and our neighbor. Stewardship is about love! Itis a
matter of the heart.

The practice of stewardship invites us to look in
three different directions: DOWN, IN, and OUT.

e God's love comes down to us in Jesus Christ.
He also comes down to us in the sacrament of
baptism. In baptism, we are claimed as chil-
dren of God. We belong to God and all that we
have belongs to God. We are bearers of God's
love, grace and gospel. At creation, god gave
humanity dominion over all that God had
made.

e We look in to discover all of the resources that
God has entrusted to our care. He gave varying
talents, time, money and stuff. While our gifts
may seem meager, put in the hands of God,
these gifts can become so much more. We use
our resources to love God and our neighbor.
We need to look in to see the abundance that
God has entrusted to us.

e We look out to see how God is calling us to love
our neighbor with all that God has entrusted to
our care. We give joyfully, graciously and sacri-
ficially because we know that our resources are
not ours to keep but are God's to share. Stew-
ardship is the way that we use all of our re-
sources to love God and our neighbors.

The church's bills must be paid, but, stewardship is
also about how the congregation together can do
God's work. It is directly tied to discipleship. It is
no longer about the congregation's need to receive,
but about the giver's need to give. Stewardship is a
way of life. It is about living out God's call to love
God and our neighbors.

Lavone Reis - Stewardship Chairperson
First Lutheran



Many thanks to the members and
friends of First and Nativity Lu-
theran Churches who support our
pantry by donating food or pre-
paring food for our Friday lunches.

A LOW
CARB
DIET---

IT'S NOT JUST
FOR DIABETICS ANYMORE

A low carb diet can help people con-
trol their hypertension, high choles-
terol, hypoglycemia and Type 2 Dia-
betes, along with other health con-

Mark Your Calendar!

November 1 & 2nd will be
Stewardship Weekend at
both churches. First Lu-

Each week, visitors to our pantry
tell us how grateful they are to
have received a delicious lunch
and food for their cupboard. We
also appreciate those who have
shared their bountiful garden
vegetables. They are really appre-
ciated!

cerns. If these conditions ring a bell
with you, you might want to consider
Joining us on Oct. 28th at 11:30 am.
Learn more and sample some low carb
food. If you plan on coming, you must
RSVP by Oct. 22nd. Sign-up sheets are
located in the narthex of each church,
or you can call the church office.

theran will have a dinner
following the service. Be
sure to save the date!

We could still use some help
greeting food pantry visitors and
checking them in at the sign-in
desk on Friday between 10am and
noon. You would work about
every five to six weeks and will
always be with a partner. We also
need substitutes to fill in once in a
while. If this interests you, contact
the church office or stop in on a
Friday and see what we do.

Shop for Your Family
and Support our Minis-

L ]

First Lutheran is now a member for Humanity

of the “Fun Funds” program at Thanks to everyone who con-
GFS Marketplace stores. When tributed food or funds toward
you shop, stop at the service the Habitat for Humanity
desk, tell them you are from First lunches for 100 of their volun-
Lutheran and enroll in the pro- teer workers. They really en-
gram. You will receive a “Fund joyed the home made macaroni
Funds” card. There is no cost to and cheese, salad, fruit, vegeta-
participate. When you check out, bles and cookies. Thank you to
show your card to the cashier. the “cooks”, who usually pre-
Each quarter, First Lutheran will pare our food pantry lunch, for
receive a rebate check for a per- coming in an extra day this
centage of the purchases made week to prepare the food for

that quarter. Here is an easy way Habitat for Humanity. We ap-
to support the missions of First preciate the work of the Habitat

Lutheran! volunteers who are helping to
revitalize neighborhoods and
provide safe housing in Milwau-
kee County.



Food Pantry Volunteers (above and bottom),
as well as some of the quilters, proudly wear
new "God's Work. Our Hands." t-shirts.



LiLac Bus
Open to all West Allis Area Seniors

Call 302-8715 to make a reservation -First Come,
First Served! Cost is $3 per round trip. You will
be picked up at your home.

Fri., Oct. 7 - Shopping and lunch at Apple Holler.
Fri., Oct. 17 - Sprecher Brewery tour (additional
cost of $4).

Mon., Oct. 27 - Domes Fall Show. Shopping at K-
Mart. Lunch to be determined.

CLEMENT MANOR
Center for Enrichment
9405 W. Howard Ave., Greenfield

Keynote Speaker - 1:30-3:00 p.m.

Oct. 16 - Halloween Spooktacular: The Paranormal

S3 Members, S5 Guests
Lifelong Learning Book Club - 1st Tue. at 12pm

Oct. 7 - Orphan Train, A Novel by Christina Baker

Kline
Nov. 4 - Monday Mornings by Sonjay Gupta

Club Loomineers - A No-Needle Knitting Group -
1st Wed. of month. 12pm. No charge.

Bridge Group - Every Tues. - 9-11 am

Call Clement Manor at 546-7302 for registration or

more information

A.A.R.P.
Driver’s Safety
Class

Refresher course for drivers age 50
and older. Classroom instruction
only. Offered on Wednesday,
Oct. 29th, from 12:30-4:30 p.m.
at Clement Manor Center for
Enrichment, 9405 W. Howard.

CFE & AARP Members - $10
CFE Member but not AARP - $12
AARP Member but not CFE - S12
Not AARP or CFE Member - $S14

Call 414--546-7302 to sign up
beginning September 4th.

Recognition,
Renewal and
Care

for Caregivers

Saturday, October 11, 9am-2pm

Village of Manor Park
8621 W. Beloit Rd., West Allis

Free interactive, daylong seminar for
those caring for adults with long-term
health conditions. Includes

hands-on exhibits

expert presentations

free health screenings

morning refreshments and a healthy
lunch

network with other caregivers
shopping and aromatherapy

door prizes and giveaways

Register by Oct. 3rd at 888-863-5502



October 2014

NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
9:00a-Quilting 9:15a-E.L.L.F 12:00p-S.A. 12-step | 12:00p-Pet Blessing
7:00p-A.A. and
Al-Anon
) 6 7 8 9 10 11
11:00a-Worship & 9:15a-E.L.L.F 10:00a-Bible Study 9:00a-Quilting 9:15a-E.L.L.F. 12:00p-S.A. 12-step
Communion at First 7:00p-A.A. and
12:00p-Coffee Hour 12:00p-S.A. 12-step Al-Anon
12:00p-Venture
Crew
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10:15a-WELCA Mtg. | 9:15a-E.L.L.F 10:00a-Bible Study 9:00a-Quilting 9:15a-E.L.L.F. 12:00p-S.A. 12-step
11:00a-Worship & at First 7:00p-A.A. and 6:30p-Council Mtg.
Communion 12:00p-S.A. 12-step Al-Anon
12:00p-Coffee Hour
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
11:00a-Worship & 9:15a-E.L.L.F 10:00a-Bible Study 9:00a-Quilting 9:15a-E.L.L.F. 12:00p-S.A. 12-step
Communion at First 7:00p-A.A. and
12:00a-Coffee Hour 12:00p-S.A. 12-step Al-Anon
26 27 28 29 30 31
11:00a-Worship & 9:15a-E.L.L.F 10:00a-Bible Study 9:00a-Quilting 9:15a-E.L.L.F. 12:00p-S.A. 12-step
Communion at First 7:00p-A.A. and
12:00a-Coffee Hour 12:00p-S.A. 12-step Al-Anon

Sunday School is held on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. at First Lutheran,
7400 W. Lapham St., West Allis.
Worship and communion at First Lutheran are held on Sat.at 5:30 p.m. & Sun. at 9:00 a.m.
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This ‘n That Around Here

What modern expression comes from the practice,
described in Leviticus, of a priest confessing Israel's
sins over the head of an animal and sending it (and
the sins with it) into the desert?

A. hogwash

B. from the horse's mouth
C. monkey business

D. scapegoat

Answer: (See Leviticus 16:10, 21)

—

FIRST LUTHERAN FINANCES 2014
November MONTH INCOME EXPENSES DIFFERENCE
Bif'fhdays August $ 18,621.06 $ 18,784.65 -163.59
Year to Date | $123,304.56 $127,285.14 -3,980.58
First Lutheran
101 Gail Sopa FIRST LUTHERAN ATTENDANCE
10/3  Pita Garcia : YR
10/3  Maria LePage 2014 2013 Diff. Y% +/
10/3  Rylee Siskoy August 345 281 64 19%
10/8 LaVerne Cronce
10/8  Henry Hammerling Year to Date 3,002 3,093 -91 -3%
10/9  Sarah Sackett
10/11 Linda Grulke Number of Svcs. 10 8 2 20%
10712 Ashley Nusberger Year to Date Svcs. | 79 77 2 3%
10/13 Cindy Labadie
10/16 Carrie Pflugradt
10/17 Earl Casto, Jr.
10/17 Eva Gray
10/18 Allen Munkwitz
10/19 Richard Peterson
10/20 Elizabeth Gray 3 3
10/21 Myra Shields On the Lighter Slde
10/21 Barbara Troller
10/22 Bradley Fox 1
10/22 Gloria Grassell SAVE YOUR STUFF! "%ﬁ f(l
.. Nativity’s Fall Rummage Sale
Naf’ny Lutheran will be held on Friday and
10/10 Dale Isotalo Saturday, November 7-8. If 0
10/12 Jonathan Sadowski you have items you would
10714 Evan Sadowski like to donate, you may drop
10715 Phillip Steffes them off either Mondays & —
10/17 Robert Saur Thuredave during ELLF e g
10/19 Richard Peterson ursaays auring »oron
10/26 Harriet Miller Sundays.  If you need to
10/26 May Mahloch make arrangements for a dif-
ferent drop-off time, contact w
Don Brauch or the church -
office. “Must've been a candy apple. | can't believe
Adam and Eve would do us in for plain fruit.”
BIBLE QUIZ..

Nativity

Lutheran

10/6  William & Guyon Metzen 52 yrs.
10/21 James & Sandra Larson 41 yrs.
10/27 Jill & Jeffrey Mickelson 16 yrs.
First Lutheran

10/26 Gail & Daniel Sopa 40 yrs.
10/28 Robert & Ida Long 70 yrs.
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